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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School Room 
of the Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel on Monday 9 February 2015 from 7.30pm 

Present:  Parish Councillors, J Preston (Chair), N Green (Vice-Chair), P Collins, M Fleetwood, P Freeman, 
J Lee, S Stephens, Cornwall Councillor W Sanger, Clerk J Castle and 5 members of the public. 
 

1. Absences and apologies:   

Parish Councillors J Clifton, C Cooper, J Trewin; Cornwall Councillor C Rule;       
PCSO J Berry; (these apologies were accepted by the Council). 
 

2. Declarations of interest:   
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3. Public time:   

• Mr Tim Pickett, agent for Mr Tylor, spoke with regard to planning application 
PA15/00892. This regards the provision at Mr Tylor’s expense of 3 gypsy/traveller 
pitches on land opposite Croft Pascoe on Goonhilly Downs.  Mr Pickett explained that 
the site is in the parish of St Keverne but the access road is in Grade Ruan. This will 
remove the travellers from the car park in Coverack, which comprise one family 
requiring 3 pitches. The pitches will be held under a lease with Mr Tylor for this 
specific family, but, if the family or part of the family leaves, other travellers may apply 
to Mr Tylor. The provision of this site, together with affordable housing, needs to take 
place before Mr Tylor can develop any further housing in Coverack. It is proposed that 
the sites would be screened by additional planting. Mr Pickett clarified that as the 
application only relates to change of use of the land no detailed plans are required. 

• Mrs Sallyann Ellis spoke with regard to the circumstances which had necessitated 
application PA14/07372 requiring a certificate of lawfulness with regard to her 
occupation of a caravan at Parc Bush. Cornwall Council has advised her that this is 
required prior to any application to build a chalet for her occupation in place of the 
caravan. 

 
4. Police report:   

In the absence of PCSO Berry, the Vice-Chair read out the monthly report. Four 
crimes had been reported in the Parish in January: assault on a person; common 
assault and theft (all under investigation) and theft of granite mushroom tops (filed 
pending further information). PCSO Berry also reported the restructuring of the 
neighbourhood team at Helston.  PCSO Berry and PCSO Whitford will work alongside 
WPC Butcher to cover Helston and the Lizard. 

5. Cornwall Councillor's time:   
The Chairman thanked Cornwall Councillor Sanger for attending the meeting in the 
absence of Cornwall Councillor Rule. Cornwall Councillor Sanger reported that the 
national requirement to provide affordable housing has been lifted for development of 
10 houses or less. Cornwall Council is appealing against this. He also reported that 
additional funding has been made available for schools in Helston. 

 
6. Minutes for acceptance:  

Having been previously circulated, it was proposed by Councillor  
Lee and seconded by Councillor Freeman that the minutes of the meeting held on 12 
January 2015 be accepted. Carried 7 votes in favour.  
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7. Planning:  

Planning Applications for consideration 

• PA15/00892 -  Change of land use for 3 travellers’ pitches at land opposite Croft 
Pascoe on Goonhilly Downs.   Although it is appreciated that there is a requirement 
to provide sites for travellers, the Parish Council must also be mindful of the 
protection of the landscape. It was proposed by Councillor Lee and seconded by 
Councillor Freeman that, in view of the short notice given to the Parish Council prior 
to this meeting and the concerns of the Councillors regarding both the AONB and 
the SSSI, the application should be submitted to the full planning committee at 
Cornwall Council and not be determined under delegated powers. Carried 5 votes in 
favour and 2 against. 

• PA14/07372 – Certificate of lawfulness regarding the Caravan, Parc Bush, 
Ebenezer Road. Noting that the caravan had indeed been occupied for more than 
10 years, it was proposed by Councillor Freeman and seconded by Councillor 
Green that this application be supported. Carried 7 votes in favour. 

• PA15/00571 – erection of extensions, 1 Chapel Terrace, Ruan Minor. It was 
proposed by Councillor Collins and seconded by Councillor Freeman that this 
application be supported. Carried 7 votes in favour. 

• PA15/00710 – External & internal alterations, Poltesco Mill House. This is an 
application by the National Trust. It was proposed by Councillor Preston and 
seconded by Councillor Lee that this application be supported. Carried 7 votes in 
favour. 

• PA15/01000 – Replacement extension, Sunlea, St Ruan. It was proposed by 
Councillor Green and seconded by Councillor Freeman that this application be 
supported. Carried 5 votes in favour and 1 abstention. 

• PA14/05528 – 10 additional caravans, Sea Acres Holiday Park, Kuggar. It was 
noted that the refusal of this application is being appealed against. 

Planning applications decided by the planning authority since the last meeting 
• PA14/11898 – felling of sycamore, National Trust car park, Cadgwith -- approved  

• PA14/11619 – removal of holiday occupancy condition, with regard to permission in 
2012 concerning conversion of an annex and garage to provide holiday 
accommodation, Bodrigy Lodge – refused 

• PA14/10952 Alteration of shower block and LPG tank re-siting, Silver Sands Holiday 
Park -- approved  

Pre-applications and consultations: 

• PA14/04249/PREAPP Demolition and erection of new dwelling, 1 Gwendreath 
Cottages   -  advice given. 

• Caerleon Cottage - It was noted that enquiries are being made further to alleged 
non-compliance with conditional boundary treatment and landscaping following 
building work (PA11/08240 and previously PA09/00319) 

  
8. Matters arising from the minutes: 

• Grant towards setting up verge trimming provision –Councillor Freeman reported 
that the Parish Council is due to receive an instalment of £1,800 together with 6 
days of advice from a relationship manager. The allotted person is from Milton 
Keynes and would visit for a day or two and bring details of the scheme he has set 
up using local youths to carry out the work for a number of parishes. Although the 
nature of the work carried out in a more urban setting would differ from the 
requirements down on the Lizard, it was hoped that he might provide insight into 
setting up a joint scheme. The Clerk was asked to request details of the verges that 
had been trimmed in the past from the relevant department of Cornwall Council in 
order to get distances and estimate costs going forward. Action: Clerk. 

It is not proving easy to find a suitable contractor who would have spare time when 
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required. Simon Fayers has been approached as he has the equipment. Bob 
Sanders might be asked if he would like to be considered for this work and it is also 
possible that Cormac might be interested. It was considered that it might be 
appropriate to hold a meeting with a local contractor (and / or the relationship 
manager) to which other parishes on the Lizard might be invited to ascertain 
whether they wish to be involved. It was also suggested that local youths could 
more used for more general strimming work. 

In view of the fact that the grant can only be used on set-up and training, Councillors 
were asked to ensure that they record any time spent on this work as this cost 
would form part of the overall spend. 

• Steamers House and Fort York – it was agreed that the letter drafted by Councillor 
Freeman be sent out. Action: Councillor Freeman 

• SAS Sign on the Todden- it was noted that the Surfers Against Sewage sign has 
been removed from the Todden and is now on the door of Steamers House, with the 
permission of David Mitchell. 

• Defibrillators for the Parish- An update had been received from Judith Green as to 
progress on the defibrillator project.  It was noted that the fund-raising is now 
complete and special thanks are due to the Ellis family and Village Hall who have 
assisted with fundraising for this project and for generous donations from the 
Community Trust and Parish Council. Subject to agreeing the siting in Cadgwith, the 
equipment will shortly be purchased and the delivery, wiring and fitting will be 
arranged. As this project is for the benefit of the parish, it was proposed by 
Councillor Lee and seconded by Councillor Fleetwood that the defibrillator scheme 
be adopted by the Parish Council, that the purchase of 2 defibrillators be authorised 
and that any spare funds be used for running costs and on-going maintenance. 
Carried 7 votes in favour. The funds raised will need to be transferred to the Parish 
Council.   The Council thanked Mrs Green for all her work towards the fundraising 
effort, her organisation of the purchase and installation of these new facilities, which 
will be of great benefit to the community. 

• Relocation of bus stop in Ruan Minor – it was noted that the proposed relocation to 
opposite the entrance to Mundy’s Field had been out for consultation. The 
Councillors confirmed that in their opinion this site is inappropriate and dangerous. 
Unless Coastline can be persuaded to change its mind regarding releasing land for 
the originally proposed Glebe Place siting, the Parish Council would continue to 
consider other alternatives. 

9. Matters for consideration: 
• Playground inspection- it was proposed by Councillor Fleetwood and seconded by 

Councillor Lee  that Nick Adams be asked to carry out the inspection in line with the 
work undertaken in 2014 at a cost of £76.25 plus VAT. Carried 7 votes in favour. 

• Emergency Plan – it was agreed that the procedures currently in place be expanded     
and set out in a formal plan. The Councillors were asked to liaise with the Clerk to 
pass on the knowledge they already hold with regard to key personnel and actions. 
Action :Clerk 

10. Finance 
• Financial Report – the Financial Report was noted.  

• Donations – it was requested that the amount involved in each grant be included in 
the minutes. Action: Clerk 

• Payments Schedule   - approval of the schedule of payments, totalling £968.41, 
including a payment of up to £100 for gravel in respect of the work on the footpath 6 
in Cadgwith was proposed by Councillor Fleetwood, seconded by Councillor Collins 
and carried 7 votes in favour. It was noted that a payment of £126 due to G 
Henwood is due to be settled by the Community Trust. 
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11. Correspondence:  
• Letter from Mrs May Kimpton re problems with the Village Hall. The letter was 

noted, including the request for an enquiry into the matters raised, but it was 
considered that no action should be taken.   It was agreed that a letter should be 
sent to Mrs Kimpton informing her that the Parish Council considers the matters are 
between her and the Village Hall Committee. 

• Letter from Mrs Irene Wills – expressing her thanks for the re-routing of the 37 bus 
route in Helston town. 

• Plen an Gwari (or Plain-an-Gwarry) - it was noted that the precise location of the 
Ruan Minor Plain-an-Gwarry has been lost over time and archaeologists are 
investigating a possible location for it over the weekend of 14/15 February. 

 
12. Footpaths, environment and treewardens:  

 
• Acceptance of Local Maintenance Partnership and South West Coast Path 

agreements with Cormac for 2015/16 – it was noted that these are the same as last 
year. Councillor Fleetwood proposed and Councillor Freeman seconded that the 
Clerk be authorised to sign the acceptance letters. Carried 7 votes in favour.  
Action: Clerk 

• Footpath 6 – it was noted that work is due to commence on 24 February. 

• Contractor- Bob Sanders to be consulted as to whether he feels he needs a meeting 
and also perhaps to recommend areas that he considers need cutting that are not 
already covered. 

• Trees down through St Ruan- it was noted that David Oates had reported that the 
trees were affecting the passage of high-sided vehicles and causing accidents. It 
was agreed that a letter be drafted to the local residents asking them to trim their 
trees back.  Action: Chairman /Clerk. If there was no response, the matter would 
be referred to Cornwall Council. The Clerk was asked to ascertain the 
recommended height from Cornwall Council website.  Action: Clerk 

• Blocked pipe in Cadgwith- it was noted that there had been no response from 
Cormac regarding the availability of funding in the current year. The Clerk was 
asked to follow up on this. Action : Clerk 

• Little Cove- it was noted that there had been a substantial rockfall down onto the 
steps into Little Cove and that it is likely there will be further falls. It was noted that 
the Parish Council is monitoring the situation particularly with regard to the Todden 
and it is in discussion with potential contractors. 

• Mundy's Field car park - Councillor Clifton was carrying out the monthly inspection. 
It was considered that it was not worth putting in planters but landscaping the 
bottom corner is a possibility.  

 

13. In Committee:  
It was agreed that the next part of the meeting be held in ‘closed’ session. 

 

  
The meeting closed at 10.15pm. 
      CHAIR ................................................................................... 

09 March 2015 


