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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School Room of the Ruan 
Minor Methodist Chapel on Monday 11 July 2016 from 7.30pm 

Present:  Parish Councillors: J Preston (Chair), N Green (Vice Chair), J Clifton, P Collins, M Fleetwood, P Freeman, M 
Jones, J Lee, S Stephens; Cornwall Councillor C Rule and Clerk J Castle  
13 members of the public and Mr S Townsend (Natural England) and Mr C Green (Charles Green Design) 
 

1. Absences and apologies:   

There were apologies from Councillors Pollard and Trewin. 
 

2. Declarations of interest:  Councillor Collins declared an interest with regard to the applicant for the 
casual vacancy. 
 

3. Steve Townsend, Lizard Reserve Manager for Natural England, reported on the impact of the 
withdrawal of rubbish bins from Kennack Sands by Cornwall Council. Initially he had hoped to bring 
together all the related parties to cover the cost of removing the rubbish as a resource for tourism. 
Although there had been some enthusiasm, no agreement could be reached. The bins have been 
taken away and a part-time beach cleaner employed who collects any rubbish and takes it to a bin at 
Sea Acres, from where Natural England is paying for it to be taken away. The café with adjacent car 
park has taken on some of the burden of rubbish disposal. The budget of £2,000 might just cover the 
part-time beach clearing and disposal of rubbish until the end of the season. However Natural 
England has a reducing budget. He suggested that the way forward must involve a better way of 
solving this environmental problem, possibly by way of recycling and a better education message. He 
did note that the beach area looks better without all the Council bins. Councillor Preston stressed it 
was important to keep the stakeholders updated but Mr Townsend did feel that the matter needs to 
be re-addressed after the end of the season when the full impact should be clear. Councillor Collins 
suggested that the Parish Council might contribute to the provision of recycling infrastructure but 
would not commit to ongoing expenditure. 
 
Derek Elliott reported that the shackles are loose again on the 4 old swings. 
 
With regard to the amended planning application in respect of Malahat, Charles Green circulated 
examples of the proposed materials and went on to explain how he considered the concerns 
regarding the previous application (which had been withdrawn) had been mitigated. He stated that 
there is no need for an applicant to demonstrate need. 
 
A parishioner spoke on behalf of the applicant and stated that he did not consider the objections to 
be justified, particularly with regard to inappropriate materials and modern architectural design. 
 
A number of parishioners spoke objecting strongly to the application, particularly as the 
development is in a Conservation area, an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, with little 
consideration for the impact on neighbouring properties and in close proximity to a number of listed 
buildings. A high potential impact on a habitat for protected species was also raised. There was 
concern that land had been cleared in contravention of a Tree Preservation Order. 
 
 

4. Police report:   

The Clerk read out the crime figures for May 2016: 1 case of criminal damage and arson and 1 case of 
violence and sexual offences. The Clerk reported that she had written to the Police and Crime 
Commissioners Office about the delay in provision of information and lack of detail. The reply had 
emphasised the need to prioritise addressing crime but ways of bringing together communities and 
the police are being looked at.   
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5. Cornwall Councillor's time:   
 
Cornwall Councillor Rule reported as follows: 

 There was pressure for a police attendance at the Community Network meetings. 

 This year’s Community Pot is available for applications. 

 Sarah Mason, the Executive Officer for the Cornwall Association of Local Councils, had 
attended the recent Localism meeting and was working closely with Cornwall Council. 

 There is a free Code of Conduct training session in the Lizard Reading Room on Monday 18 
July at 6.30pm. All Councillors are welcome to attend. 

 A more detailed answer is awaited with regard to grass-cutting in Ruan Major churchyard. 
 

 

6. Minutes for acceptance:  

Having been previously circulated, it was proposed by Councillor Freeman and seconded by Councillor 
Lee that the minutes of the monthly Parish Council meeting held on 13 June 2016 be accepted. Carried 
7 votes in favour and 2 abstentions. 

7. Planning:  

Planning Applications for consideration 

 

 PA16/05081 – Malahat, single storey dwelling amended design. It was noted that the 
previous withdrawn application had been opposed on a number of grounds. The revised 
design has a bigger footprint but a smaller floor area. Charles Green stated that the 
permission for the pruning of trees approved under PA12/06204 had been misinterpreted by 
the applicant but Cornwall Council had accepted replacement tree planting. The Parish 
Council did however note that there had been other tree felling applications. 

It was noted that infill developments were not always supported by the Parish Council, 
which had been suggested, but, if supported, a pressing need had to be demonstrated. 

Although it was noted that the amended design had led to improvements in the appearance, 
profile and height, a number of objections / concerns still remaining were listed as follows: 

a. No demonstrable need 

b. Concerns over design and materials in a Conservation Area 

c. Possibility of setting a precedent on a woodland site 

d. Visual impact of differing levels 

e. Siting in AONB 

f. Large footprint for a 1-bedroom dwelling 

g. Previous illegal felling on the site 

h. May not comply with National Policy Framework 

i. Impact on neighbourhood amenity 

j. Possible need for future tree removal to clear space for domestic support buildings 

In view of the above concerns, it was proposed and seconded that the application should be 
opposed. Carried 9 votes in favour. 

 PA16/05332 – land adjacent to Lyndale, detached garage/workshop/boat store. It was 
noted that there are currently the remnants of some pigsties and an old wooden shed 
on the site. As the site sits within a group of farm buildings, the proposed building has 
limited visual impact and serves a useful purpose. It was proposed and seconded that 
the application be supported. Carried 9 votes in favour. 
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 PA16/05643 – Goonvean Farm extension to farmhouse. It was noted that the farmhouse 
is set well back from the coastal path, is not listed and the application involves no tree 
felling. It was considered to be a sympathetic restoration and development project. It 
was proposed and seconded that the application be supported. Carried 9 votes in favour. 
 
 

Planning applications decided by the planning authority since the last meeting 

 PA16/03597 – Manager’s accommodation, Chycarne – amended design [Approved] 
 

 PA16/04069- Skyber, Treal, Ruan Minor TR12 7LS. Erection of new porch to south west 
corner of the house [Approved]. 
 

 PA16/05016-Carsilgy House Prazegooth Lane Cadgwith TR12 7LA. Proposed alterations to 
Carsilgy House with the inclusion of a balcony on the west elevation [Approved] 

Pre-applications, consultations and appeals:  

 16/00160/REF - Erection of dwelling with artist's studio, Land adj To Moorlands Prazegooth 
Lane Cadgwith TR12 7LB. [Appeal refused on basis of visual harm and isolation from village 
facilities] 

 PA16/05129 - Prior Notification for the erection of a new building to store fruit from the 
orchards and associated equipment, Ruan Major Farm – not permitted under Permitted 
Development. 

 PA16/05909- Prior Notification for the erection of a new building to store fruit from the 
orchards and associated equipment, Ruan Major Farm (with more information provided)- not 
required to be consulted on. Currently under consideration. 

 

 
8. 

 
Finance 

 Financial Report – the bank reconciliation was noted, together with the statement of Income 
& Expenditure for June 2016.  
 

 Insurance Act – it was noted that on 12 August 2016, the Insurance Act 2015 comes into 
effect. The Act aims to re-balance the position between the buyers of insurance and Insurers, 
putting clients in a better position than under current law. One key change is the introduction 
of a new duty on clients, the ‘duty of fair presentation’. This new duty will require clients to 
change how information is provided to Insurers and is explicit regarding who needs to be 
consulted when gathering such information.  
 

 Cadgwith Thespians - it was noted that £1,000 has already been provided by GRCT with a 
further £1500 to be provided on the basis that a tangible record of the project is produced. It 
is unclear what level of funding is being requested from the Parish Council and it was agreed 
that the Clerk would write requesting further information. Action: Clerk /Chairman 
 

 Payments Schedule -  it was proposed by Councillor Jones and seconded by Councillor 
Fleetwood that the payment schedule for July amounting to £3,910.52 and August 
amounting to £315.04, be approved. Carried 9 votes in favour. 

 Painting metal swing framework – it was proposed by Councillor Collins and seconded by 
Councillor Fleetwood that the verbal quote of £190 be accepted. Carried 9 votes in favour. 

 GRCT Insurance – it as noted that GRCT now has its own Public Liability insurance and 
various other elements of cover. 

 

 



 GRADE RUAN PARISH COUNCIL 

11/07/2016      Page 4 

 

9. Matters arising from the minutes: 

 Play Area update -it was noted that the nest swing has been installed and is a great success. It 
was noted that the old swing shackles need to be deal with along with the chain attaching the 
bar. The next items to be looked at are the provision of rockers etc for small children. The Clerk 
was asked to provide an update of the funds currently available for the play area project. 
Action: Clerk 

 

 
10. 

 
Matters for consideration:  
 

 Kennack update – it was noted that some contribution to infrastructure might be appropriate 
if a scheme is drawn up for collection. It is important that the situation is monitored over the 
high season so that the matter can be considered in September as a matter of urgency. The 
Councillors asked that their thanks be recorded to Steve Townsend for a major individual 
effort, along with the work of Sue Cadman. The Clerk was asked to send a note of thanks to 
Steve Townsend. Action: Clerk 
 

 Casual vacancy [Councillor Paul Collins left the meeting] – it was noted that a formal 
application had been received from Steve Collins, who had previously been a councillor and 
now had time to get involved again. The Clerk was asked to write to him and confirm that he 
is prepared to be appointed and, if so, send him the relevant forms for completion. Action: 
Clerk [Councillor Collins re-joined the meeting] 
 

 St Ruan’s Well – Councillor Preston reported that there were some concerns about the state 
of growth around it and the fabric of the structure. Having spoken to Steven Guy from English 
Heritage, he noted it was the landowner’s responsibility with regard to this Grade 2 listed 
monument. Councillor Preston agreed to contact Cornwall Council regarding additional 
funding for grass cutting /extra maintenance and also to contact Cornwall Council 
Archaeological Department to ascertain if there is any record with regard to previous work 
carried out.  Action: Chairman 
 

 Staffing – it was noted that the procedure for appointing a new Clerk needs to be looked at. 
The job description needs to be reviewed including any necessary pension provision. It was 
proposed by Councillor Preston and seconded by Councillor Collins that the Staffing 
Committee should be tasked with presenting a plan to the meeting in September. Carried 9 
votes in favour.  A model contract should be available from CALC. Action: Clerk/ Chairman 
 
 

11. Correspondence:  Noted 

 

12. Footpaths, environment and treewardens:  
 

 Footpath Cutting – it was noted that the paths had been cut back that day, particularly 
around the dog bins at Kennack which were being obscured. 

 Footpath 6 –  extra cut to be added. 

 Cadgwith Car Park – Councillor Collins reported that the dog bin on the footpath from the 
car park has collapsed so there is no longer a bin available. The Clerk was asked to contact 
Cornwall Council with regard to this. Action: Clerk  

 Highways: Verges – Councillor Preston reported that Ben Dickinson was keen to come out to 
clarify the changes previously discussed regarding not cutting Goonhilly and using the time 
saved to cut other areas including trimming back some hedge sides. It was noted that Treal 
Lane is in the lowest category and there is no budget even to cut the verges and therefore 
residents will need to get together to cover this.  
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 Highways: School area – Councillor Preston also reported that Ben Dickinson had looked at 
the school area along with Tom Harman from the school and it was noted there was good 
feedback regarding the impact of the cones, although the school minibus does park there on 
occasion. It is hoped there can be a combined project to include a virtual pavement and 
refurbishment of the school wall. The likely cost of the virtual pavement is £2,951 and Ben 
Dickinson is talking to the Transport department regarding some funding and the school would 
also contribute as would the Parish Council. 

 Roadworks – it was noted that Derek Thomas MP is asking for feedback on roadworks and 
this provides an opportunity to mention the improvements needed to the Redruth road. 

 Cadgwith potholes - it was noted that the potholes had been filled but the underlying cause 
had not been addressed. 

 Weed spraying – it was noted that the Parish Council had not yet been notified of when this 
would be done. The Clerk was asked to chase this up.  Action: Clerk 

 Mundy’s Field car park – it was noted that 2 vans are operating on Wednesday and Friday 
evenings on a 3-month trial basis. This had generally been well-received. It was noted that a 
decision regarding permission going forward would need to be considered at the September 
meeting. Although there was a covenant enacted in the 1970s between the Parish Council 
and Leyton Quadrant, since this company was dissolved in 1983, no-one has the benefit of 
the covenant and therefore it cannot be enforced. The covenant restricted the use to a free 
car park for private cars and did not relate to any adjacent land. 

In upholding the spirit of the covenant, the Parish Council needs to weigh up community 
benefit against the impact on neighbouring properties. This impact includes noise from 
generators and customers, litter, the siting in a residential area and the setting of possible 
precedents. Alternative sites should be considered. 

Councillors were asked to check the car park over the summer months, particularly with 
regard to the overnight parking of motor homes. 

 Benches – the Clerk was asked to contact Coastline with regard to the possible siting of a 
couple of benches on the Green at Glebe Place. Action: Clerk 

13. In Committee: 

 No items were discussed in committee  

 

  
The meeting closed at 9.57 pm. 
      CHAIR ................................................................................... 
 

   12 September 2016 
 


