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Minutes of the November Monthly Meeting of Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School 
Room of the Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel on Monday 12 November 2012 at immediately following a 
presentation to the Parish Council by Mr A O’Brien at 7:15pm 
 
Present: Parish Councillors P Collins (Chair) J Preston (Vice-Chair), C Cooper, W Elliott, M Alford, R Curnow, 
N Green, A Humby and Mr Andrew O’Brien from Cornwall Council’s Affordable Housing Team. 
 

1.  Absences and Apologies: Parish Councillors M Fleetwood, P Freeman, J Trewin, PCSO J Berry and 
Cornwall Councillor C Rule. 
 
The apologies from the Parish Councillors were accepted. 

 Mr Andrew O’Brien Cornwall Council Affordable Housing Team Leader addressed those present. He 
advised there are issues with unlawful traveller encampments around the county. Under the 
housing legislation Cornwall Council has a duty to make provision for travellers needs which to date 
is not being fulfilled. As Cornwall Council is not fulfilling its obligations any s28 Notices served 
against unlawful encampments are not being supported by the Courts until adequate provision is 
made. 
  
The Homes & Communities Agency had allocated funding to Cornwall Housing to provide 32 fixed 
pitches across Cornwall to address accommodating non-transient travellers. Currently there is a 
proposal from a landowner near Coverack for affordable housing provision incorporating some 
traveller provision of 32 dwellings, 18 to be affordable and 14 to be open market rent. This 
particular proposal relies on ‘cross-subsidy’ from the sale of market dwellings and so does not 
require public funding.  
  
A consultation process is being undertaken and the proposed development has been identified as a 
preferred site. The traveller provision would be on a separate site to the affordable and market 
properties in the vicinity of Traboe Cross for six non-transient pitches and two transient. At this 
stage it is only a pre-planning enquiry although a planning application is expected to be submitted in 
the near future. Mr O’Brien emphasised that only the ‘principle’ of development is being considered 
at present. Highways had not yet been consulted and there are some concerns about the access and 
egress from a busy road. The management of the proposed site would be through Cornwall Housing 
as an arms length transaction. 
  
A request had been received by Cornwall Council from Coastline Housing for a contribution to the 
proposed affordable housing development at Glebe Place of £90 000 from the Affordable Housing 
Capital Programme and the Parish Council’s views were sought. 
  
Councillor Green declared an interest and left the meeting. As Councillor Elliott did not have an 
application or interest in the next item it was felt she did not have an interest. 
  
It was emphasised this money was a separate fund from the s106 monies held from the 
development at Kennack Sands. 
  
This request for funding was contrary to the information supplied by Coastline Housing to the Parish 
Council before submitting the application that the project was fully funded. Cornwall Council is 
considering the merits of Coastline’s application to the Programme. Mr O’Brien reassured the Parish 
Council any grants from the Affordable Housing Capital Programme would not be made without 
justification. 
  
The Chair proposed the Parish Council support the grant process being furthered, Councillor Alford 
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seconded. 
  
2 in favour, 3 against, 2 abstentions 
  
Resolved: the Parish Council did not support Coastline’s application to the Affordable Housing 
Capital Programme. 
  
Mr A O’Brien to feed back to Cornwall Council that the Parish Council did not support the 
application and note the Parish Council’s concerns. 
  
The Chair thanked Mr O’Brien for attending the meeting. 
  
Councillor Green rejoined the meeting.' 
 

2.  Declarations of Interest: there were no declarations of interest. 

3.  Public Time: it was reported that a complaint had been received about the children waiting for the 
school bus now had to stand in the rain because the bus was turning at Glebe Place where there is 
no bus shelter. 
 
To be put on the Agenda for the next meeting. 
 
One Member of the Public joined the meeting. 
 
Treleague Crossroads – it was reported cars are not observing the ‘stop’ line at the crossroads when 
approaching the junction from Kuggar and turning left. 
 
It is thought Cornwall Council have purchased some ground in order to make alterations to the 
junction to improve visibility.  
 
Christmas Coach – an enquiry had been made about this by a resident. It was suggested they put 
their concerns in writing. 
 

4.  Police Report: during October three crimes were reported to the Police. 
 
A common assault and battery at a local holiday park; this crime was detected and dealt with by way 
of Restorative Justice. 
 
There was an affray at another holiday park; two persons were arrested in connection with this 
crime. 
 
There has also been the report of a theft of fencing. This crime was investigated, however has been 
filed pending further information coming forward.  
 

5.  Cornwall Councillor's Time: Cornwall Councillor Rule sent her apologies as she was unwell. 
 

6.  Minutes for acceptance: the Minutes having been circulated were approved subject to some 
amendments. 
 

7.  PlanningPA12/09529 – felling of an ash at The Rectory, Ruan Minor by Mr and Mrs Worden 
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Councillor Preston proposed the application be supported, Councillor Cooper seconded – all in 
favour. 
 
Resolved: the application be supported 

a.  PA12/08972 – erection of a dwelling (amended design) to include decking to the rear to provide 
patio area off ground floor level at The Coach House, Kuggar, Ruan Minor by Mr M Hale 
 
Councillor Preston proposed the application be supported, Councillor Green seconded – all in favour. 
 
Resolved: the application be supported 

b.  PA12/04090 – Amended plans to barn conversion to form dwelling at Treveddon Farm, Ruan Minor 
by Mr B Reynolds 
 
Councillor Cooper proposed the amended plans be supported, Councillor Alford seconded. 
5 in favour, 3 against. 
 
Resolved: having considered the amended plans Grade Ruan Parish Council uphold their original 
decision to support this application. 

c.  Proposed Coastline Development at Glebe Place – request for contribution from Cornwall Councils 
Affordable Housing Capital Budget. This had been discussed earlier in the meeting. 

d.  PA12/08690 – Change of land usage, erection of a single garage, installation of 4 Velux style windows 
and a sun pipe skylight on pitched roofs, continuation of front wall and erection of gate for access at 
Ebenezer Chapel, Ebenezer Road, Ruan Minor by Mr Ian Palmer 
 
Councillor Preston proposed the application be supported on condition adequate screening be 
incorporated to the south and west boundaries, Councillor Curnow seconded – all in favour. 
 
Resolved: the application be supported 

8.  Finance: financial report – copies of the financial report were circulated 

a.  Donation to Poppy Appeal – Councillor Elliott proposed a donation to the Royal British Legion Poppy 
Appeal of £100, Councillor Humby seconded – all in favour. 
 
Resolved: a donation of £100 be made to the RBL Poppy Appeal under s137. 

b.  Subscription to Society of Local Council Clerks – Councillor Cooper proposed a subscription for 
membership be taken out, the Chair seconded – all in favour.  

c.  Approval of payments as per schedule – the Chair proposed all items on the Payments Schedule be 
paid, the Vice-Chair seconded – all in favour. 

d.  Finance Committee – the next Meeting of the Finance Committee was agreed for 26/11/2012 to be 
held at 7:30pm in the Sunday School Room of the Ruan Minor Methodist Church. 

9.  Matters arising from the Minutes: report from s106 Working Party – draft Minutes of the meeting of 
the s106 Working Party held on 22/102012 had been circulated. 
 
It was reported that Councillor Rule had contacted Jody Jeffery to raise enquiries from the Parish 
Council and was awaiting his reply. Once a reply was received another meeting of the Working Party 
would be scheduled. 

a.  Report from Staffing Committee – this item was held ‘in committee’ 



12/11/2012   Page 4 of 5 
 

b.  Play Area: a play equipment meeting was being held at Goonhavern, Councillor Elliott to attend. 
There was also a funding information day being held in Helston. 
 
It was felt it would be beneficial to have more input from Parishioners. Councillor Elliott to prepare a 
request for input from Parishioners as to what they would like to see in the Play Area to go into the 
Gazette. 

c.  Surgery lease – ongoing, awaiting final details of the new partnership for the Surgery. 

d.  Litter bin for Kuggar bus shelter – awaiting response from Cornwall Council 

e.  Poltesco Lane – works on the verges and drains are ongoing. Councillor Preston is liaising with 
Highways in respect of remedial works and improving conditions. The verges had been cut; pipe 
work and ditches are to be done but the weeds in the roadside gutter will not be cleared. 

f.  Transfer of land at Glebe Place – the Clerk had written to Coastline Housing and was awaiting a 
response. 

g.  Burial Plots, land South of the Glanis – the Clerk had written to the Environment Agency and was 
awaiting a response. 

10.  Matters for consideration: Code of Conduct – further to the adoption of an interim Code of 
Conduct, a final version had now been approved by CALC and Cornwall Council for Parish Councils to 
utilise. 
 
Councillor Alford to review the final version and adapt it for Grade Ruan Parish Council. 

 Youth Club – currently this is not running due to a lack of leadership; there had been no expressions 
of interest when a request for support had been put in the Gazette. It was considered whether it 
would be worthwhile to make some funds available to pay for a Youth Leader to re-establish the 
Youth Club. 
 
Clerk to make enquiries. 

 Jubilee commemorative item – there are still some mugs available for sale. Councillor Elliott to 
advertise these in the Gazette. 

11.  Correspondence:  
  Letters received:- 
a.  EDF Energy – change in prices 
b.  CALC – Code of Conduct 
c.  Promoting Health Information Line - posters 
 Letter from HM Queen Elizabeth II – Councillor Elliott had received a letter from the Queen 

thanking the Parish Council for the gift of one of the commemorative mugs especially 
designed to celebrate her Diamond Jubilee. It was agreed a copy of the letter should be 
displayed on the Notice Board. 

  Emails received:- 
a.  Lists of planning applications, decisions and enforcement matters 
b.  CALC newsletter 
c.  Rural Services Network – newsletters 
d.  Councillor C Rule– Glebe Place development/ 
e.  Cornwall Council Leader messages 
f.  Cornwall Blind Association – contact for Parish magazine 
g.  Cornwall Conversations – budget event 
h.  Neighbourhood Planning Landscape Workshops 
i.  Local Planning Forum and Friendly Link Officer information. 
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j.  The Great South West Walk 
k.  Gambling Act 2005 – consultation on revised principles 
l.  Grade Ruan Gazette Agenda for AGM 07/11/12 to be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 
m.  Cornwall Waste Form, St Dennis branch, press release 
n.  National Trust – footpath issues 
o.  CALC – Code of Conduct 
p.  Highways re gutters in Ruan Minor 
q.  Play Seminar – 9:30am at Goonhavern Village Hall, Friday 16 November 2012 
r.  Julie Girling MEP – October newsletter 
s.  Penwith Landscape Partnership – Community events 6 and 7 November  
t.  Community Development Service  
u.  Gypsy and Traveller provision at Traboe 
v.  Notice of Poll – Police and Crime Commissioner Election 
w.  Caring for the Carer courses 

x.  Helston Town Clerk – further to publication of the Agenda an email had been received from 
the Town Clerk of Helston Town Council looking for expressions of interest in establishing a 
joint partnership to maintain public conveniences in the Helston and Lizard area. 
 
Currently the toilets in Grade Ruan are maintained by the Grade Ruan Community Trust. 
Whilst the idea was considered, it was generally felt the Parish Council has a good working 
relationship with the Trust. 

 

12.  Footpaths, Environment and Treewarden: the National Trust has offered to maintain the link path 
between Footpaths 24 and 25 but want it cleared first. Councillor Preston is willing to liaise with the 
Trust. Clerk to contact the contractor.  
 
Concern was expressed at the recent outbreak of ash die back which had now been notified west of 
Exeter.  
 
Councillor Preston advised no ash would be planted in the next block of tree planting. 

13.  In committee: Councillor Collins proposed the next item be considered ‘in committee’ Councillor 
Alford seconded. – all in favour. 

 
 
Meeting closed at 10:30pm. 
 
 
 
CHAIRMAN.................................................. 
10 December 2012 


