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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School Room of the 
Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel on Monday 11 April 2016 from 7.30pm 

Present:  Parish Councillors: J Preston (Chair), N Green (Vice-Chair), J Clifton, P Collins, M Fleetwood, P 
Freeman, M Jones, J Lee, G Pollard, S Stephens, J Trewin and Clerk J Castle  
and 10 members of the public. 
 

1. Absences and apologies:   

There were apologies from Cornwall Councillor Rule. 
 

2. Declarations of interest:  There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3. Public time:   
 
Mr Charles Green of Charles Green Design spoke regarding planning application PA16/02168:  
the erection of a new dwelling at Malahat. The building will be located in an existing garden 
area. Similar garden developments have taken place in Cadgwith he stated. The existing access 
and hard standing for the garage (which is being demolished) remains. Only 1 tree is to be felled. 
He regards the proposed building to be a high quality contemporary design. There is no specified 
use of the property other than as a domestic dwelling. 
 
There were a number of concerns expressed by members of the public regarding the proposed 
development: 

 Environmental issues, in particular concerns about the disruption to wildlife in what is 
currently a wooded area 

 Ongoing tree maintenance/ loss of trees with regard to trees covered by a Tree 
Preservation Order. 

 The restriction of light to a neighbouring property 

 That the development can be seen from the road 

 Loss of existing parking space 

 Inability of pumping station to cope with more drainage 

 A design not in keeping with the existing properties in Cadgwith 

 That Cadgwith is a unique village in a Conservation Area. 
One member of the public expressed support for the project, in that a precedent has already 
been set by allowing houses to be built in gardens in the vicinity. 
 
Mr Kevin Moseley (as agent) spoke with regard to planning application PA16/02224: the 
conversion of a building and alteration of vehicle access. He noted that there had been no 
objections from the public, the highways department, the Ramblers’ Association or the 
Countryside Access Team. At present the building to be converted is classed as ancillary 
residential use and it is being converted to a single-bed property, involving fairly minor works. 
 

4. Police report:   

The crime statistics for the Lizard Area for the year to January 2016 were displayed. The Clerk was 
asked to write to the local police support officer asking if more detailed information, as previously 
received, could be provided. Action: Clerk. 

5. Cornwall Councillor's time:   

The Chairman read out the report that Cornwall Councillor Rule had provided in her absence, 
covering the following matters: 

 The Homechoice register is currently being updated in order to provide a better idea of 
genuine need 
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 A Cornish Food store is being built alongside the new Waitrose in Truro. There will be a 
strong focus on fresh produce and great service. 

 Community Fund – there is a new pot of £2,000 available to give small amounts to local 
community groups, which can also be used as match funding.    

 Code of Conduct Training -the monitoring officer has agreed to come to the Lizard to 
deliver some training. 

 

 
6. 

 
Minutes for acceptance:  

Having been previously circulated, it was proposed by Councillor Lee and seconded by Councillor 
Freeman that the minutes of the meeting held on 14 March 2016 be accepted, subject to an 
amendment to include reference to PA16/0297/PREAPP. Carried 9 votes in favour and 2 
abstentions.  

7. Planning:  

Planning Applications for consideration 

 PA16/02168 -Demolition of existing domestic garage and erection of a detached 
dwelling, Malahat New Road Cadgwith TR12 7JZ. It was noted that the Tree Officer does 
not support this application and concerns were also expressed about possible future 
applications for tree felling to protect the new dwelling. The elevated design makes it 
very prominent and the cedar cladding was viewed as inappropriate for the area. The 
definition of a Conservation Area was read out and noted. 
It was proposed and seconded that the Parish Council does not support this application 
on the following grounds: 

 It is an inappropriate development in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

 The proposed design is of an inappropriate style and height for the location. 

  There are concerns regarding protection of a wooded area which is covered by a Tree 
Protection Order and the strong objections of the Tree Officer were noted. 

 There are particular concerns with regard to the possible removal in the past of 
protected trees in violation of the existing Tree Protection Order, which have 
necessitated planting in response to a Tree Replacement Notice. 

 There were also concerns about possible pressure in the future to remove further 
protected trees in order to protect the new structure or to provide further space for 
domestic support buildings, for example a garden shed. 
 
Carried 11 votes in favour. 

 

 PA16/02224 - Conversion of building into a one-bed dwelling and alteration of vehicular 
access, Linden Lea Ruan Minor TR12 7JL. It was proposed and seconded that this 
application be supported. Carried 11 votes in favour. 
 

 PA16/02339-  Non-material amendment – Land at Ruminella View. This is in respect of 
rough painted render as opposed to granite quoins. It was proposed and seconded that 
this application is supported. Carried 11 votes in favour. 

Planning applications decided by the planning authority since the last meeting 

 PA16/00008 -  Erection of dwelling with artist's studio, Land adj to Moorlands 
Prazegooth Lane Cadgwith TR12 7LB. [Refused] 

 PA16/0866 - The Square Cadgwith Ruan Minor TR12 7JX – discharge of condition 
[Discharged] 
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Pre-applications, consultations and appeals:  

 PA16/00297/PREAPP - Pre-application advice for 2 x dwellings, Land adj Trepool Treleague 
Crossroads Ruan Minor Cornwall TR12 7JR [Advice given] 

 

8. Finance 

 Financial Report – the bank reconciliation was noted, together with the statement of 
Income & Expenditure for March 2016.  

 Payments Schedule -  the schedule was adjusted to remove the proposed contribution 
for the carpet repair in the Sunday School room until the actual cost of the repair is 
available. However, a sum of £300 for transportation of the marker stones under the 
AONB scheme was added. It was proposed by Councillor Lee and seconded by Councillor 
Stephens that the payment schedule amounting to £1188.12 be approved. Carried 11 
votes in favour. 

 Budget 2016/17 – the budget for the new financial year was noted. 

 

9. Matters arising from the minutes: 

 Play Area update – it was noted that a grant of £3,000 had been given by the 100 Club 
(Cornwall Foundation Trust) via GRCT. 

Councillor Preston reported that he had still not yet received more detailed information 
from the contractor regarding the additions to the zip wire structure, which is needed to 
put the proposals for Phase 2 out for public consideration. It was hoped this would be 
available in the next couple of weeks.  

Councillor Preston suggested that a Play Area meeting is required and it was noted that 
some ground clearing is necessary. Action: Chairman 

 Dog Poop Bag stands – the Clerk was asked to speak to Sue Cadman regarding full costing 
for these stands and bring this to the next meeting for approval.  Action: Clerk 

 School Bus Turning and Virtual Walkway it was noted that Maxine Hardy is investigating 
whether any grant funding is available. The School has been made aware that the 
designated parking space remains a problem for the turning of the bus. The Chairman 
agreed to look at the possibility of extinguishing this space with Ben Dickinson. Action: 
Chairman 

 Refuse collection, Kennack Sands – it was noted that a further meeting had taken place 
that day, attended by Councillors Clifton, Freeman, Lee, and Preston. Although the agent 
for the Tregothnan Estate and the café owner attended along with a representative of 
Natural England (which is the tenant of the estate), not all the caravan parks were 
represented. The cost previously was £6,000 although this may be reduced by having 
fewer collections in the winter months and/or recycling. Natural England had agreed to 
contact the caravan sites who are major beneficiaries of the attraction the beach provides 
to tourists.  

There had been a suggestion that the Parish Council should contribute, even to the extent 
of covering any shortfall in the first year. It was noted that there is a need for an immediate 
short-term solution, to be followed by a sustainable long-term solution. The Clerk was 
asked to contact Natural England for an update regarding engagement with the bigger 
businesses involved. Action: Clerk 

It was proposed by Councillor Collins and seconded by Councillor Trewin that there should 
be no commitment by the Parish Council at this stage to make a contribution but that it 
would continue to work with stakeholders to find a solution.  Carried 11 votes in favour. 
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 Notice Board – as it had been confirmed that the proposed new board is weather- proof, 
it was agreed to go ahead with this. 

 

 
10. 

 
Matters for consideration:  
 

 Constituency Boundary meeting – it was noted that Councillor Freeman had watched the 
webcast. The process will be very slow and the new boundaries will not be in place until 
the local elections in 2021. 
 

11. Correspondence:  

 Village Hall representative – it was noted that the request from David Endean would be 
considered at the AGM in May.  

 Friends of St Ruan and St Grade Historic Church Buildings – it was agreed that a possible 
donation be included under Finance at next month’s’ meeting. Action: Clerk 

 Support for café in Shop- it was agreed that the letter drafted by Councillor Freeman on 
behalf of the Parish Council, supporting the conversion of part of the shop to a café area, 
should be issued if acceptable to Claire Bollard. 

 

12. Footpaths, environment and treewardens:  
 

 Todden & state of surrounding ground – it was noted that, in response to a query from a 
visitor regarding puddles round the benches, some scalpings would be put down. 
Action: Chairman 

 St Ruan Well – it was agreed that the thorn should be cut away from the building for now 
and then cut right down when the bird nesting season is over. Action Councillors Pollard 
and Preston. 

 Blocked drains- it was noted that some work had been carried out. There still remains a 
problem with the surface breaking up at the bottom end of Barn Hill in Cadgwith. It was 
agreed that this should be discussed at the next meeting with Ben Dickinson, with any 
known problem areas marked on a plan. Action: Chairman 

 St Ruan Bridge – this needs to be looked at from a road safety aspect and also there is a 
fallen bollard. This is another item to discuss with Ben Dickinson. Action: Chairman 

 Mundy's Field car park – no problems reported. 

13. In Committee: 

 No items were discussed in committee  

 

  
The meeting closed at 9.40 pm. 
      CHAIR ................................................................................... 
 

   9 May 2016 
 


