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Minutes of the  Monthly Meeting of the of Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School Room of 
the Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel on Monday 11 November 2013 from 7:00pm  

National Trust 
Before commencement on the main body of the meeting, the Chair introduced Mr Justin Whitehouse, who 
is Head Ranger of the National Trust for The Lizard.   Mr Whitehouse gave a brief talk on the activities of the 
Trust over the last 12 months, the main points of which were: 

• National Trust rangers have moved out of properties owned by the Trust which has allowed the 
properties to be used for housing volunteers and to earn money through new tenancies. 

• There have been various changes in personnel 
• Over £200,000 of funding has been secured to allow renovation of coastal heritage buildings, such 

as the Serpentine Works, the Mill at Poltesco and also improvements such as new gates, footpaths 
and drainage at Poltesco.  

• Corgerrick, Poltesco and Mill farms were formerly leased under a secure tenancy by Jimmy Green.   
When he passed away in 2012, the freehold of Corgerrick was sold to the Green family by the Trust 
as part of negotiations for the succession tenancy of his son Stephen.   It was explained that 
Corgerrick was always regarded as “alienable” land by the Trust which was earmarked for sale 
when the land next changed hands.   Corgerrick is protected by restrictive covenants and so no 
building or physical changes to the appearance of the land can be made without the Trust’s 
consent.   The proceeds of the sale must be kept “within the valley” to fund local projects and part 
of the money has already been used to pay for improvements of Poltesco Mill roof and fund other 
ranger and volunteer facilities. 

• Poltesco Farmhouse toilets are not considered suitable for use by all volunteers and visitors at 
Poltesco Farm and so it is proposed that new toilet facilities be installed in the present workshop 
building.   It was stressed that these new toilets will not be public toilets. 

• The National Trust have licenced Lizard Adventures to use Carleon Cove as a base for kayaking and 
“coastineering” activities at Innis Head.   The Trust is encouraging this as they see it as a good way 
to get people involved in the local environment.   It was seen to be a trial to see how it went.   The 
Trust has found that greater numbers of people have been visiting than anticipated and there has 
been more vehicle movement than originally thought. 

 
The Chair then asked for questions from Councillors: 
 

Councillor Cooper asked whether the work which is being carried out to Poltesco Mill has planning 
permission, and being a listed building whether listed building consent had been obtained.   She 
was informed that this was looked at carefully and it was determined that no such consents were 
required as it was only permitted repairs to the existing structure and no alterations were planned.   
Councillor Cooper said there should have been more local consultation and the Trust agreed. 
 
Councillor Cooper also expressed concerns about the proposed toilets and drainage arrangements.   
The Trust responded that the treatment plant in the car park was deemed to be sufficient for this. 
 
Councillor Cooper also expressed concern over the “coastineering” activities because she had heard 
of a person who had died participating in similar activities in Dorset.   She was assured by the Trust 
that only professionally qualified organisations were allowed to undertake these activities. 
 
Councillor Cooper also expressed dismay over the use of Carleon Cove which was previously a nice 
quiet cove, and received applause from the members of the public present.   She also highlighted 
the disruption caused by the work on the Mill which has caused the road to become blocked or 
impassable on many occasions. 

 
Councillor Collins asked about physical changes to the shingle bank in front of the pond at Poltesco, 
and was informed that there were no intentional changes but that changes occurred naturally.   
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The Chair then asked for questions from members of the public: 
 

Ann Adkin addressed the meeting.   She was born at Poltesco and explained that Mr Ironside (who 
was the former owner of the whole of the Poltesco valley) recognised Poltesco as being a special 
place and wanted it to remain unspoiled and safe from development.   With this thought in mind, 
Mr Ironside bequeathed parts of Poltesco to the Trust and the remainder to his daughter Margaret 
who subsequently gave it to the National Trust on her death.   Ms Adkin highlighted the rare plants, 
rare bats and otters at Carleon, and is keen to see that all the flora and fauna are preserved and 
maintained by the National Trust.   She is concerned that the recent activities supported by the 
Trust may be endangering this and scaring off the otters.   She asked the National Trust to think 
again, and said these activities are not wanted in this quiet valley. 
 
Michael Davidson addressed the meeting.   He explained that when Dick Rogers retired in 1972, he 
visited Margaret Ironside to enquire whether he could take on the farm, however it was explained 
that Mr Ironside had bequeathed it to the National Trust for safekeeping and so it was not possible 
for him to take it over.   Miss Ironside explained that the valley was to be returned to nature and 
remain a natural valley.   Mr Davidson said that it was important that the Mr Ironside’s wishes were 
respected and carried out by the Trust. 
 
Justin Whitehouse responded that nature conservancy and zoology are his main expertise and 
focus and if he ever thought that these activities were endangering wildlife it would be stopped.   
He also explained that he had seen no evidence that “coastineering” would endanger local species.   
He also stressed that the “coastineering” was being carried out at Innis Head and not Carleon Cove.   
A group of 7 – 10 people in rugged rocky water would cause minimal disturbance to wildlife.   He is 
happy to discuss the traffic, noise and feel of the place but would robustly defend his position 
concerning the wildlife as he strongly believed no such damage was being caused. 
 
Jeff Lee addressed the meeting expressing concerns over too much traffic and he counted around 
100 people coming into Poltesco Farm yard with their associated vehicles.   He also highlighted that 
people doing “coastineering” do not remain at Innis Head but often come around to Carleon Cove.   
Justin said the Trust received only minimal revenue from the “coastineering” activities (£1 per 
person attending per day).   It was recorded that 204 people did such activities between May and 
September and he was not aware of any damage to the species or the environment. 
 
Mrs Evens addressed the meeting and highlighted the road congestion with there being no room to 
turn and the road being only 9 feet wide in places. 
 
Colin Thomas of Primrose Cottage believed the contract of Lizard Adventures finishes in June and 
was concerned that they will be buying property in the Lizard Peninsula and was particularly 
concerned that they were trying to establish a base at Poltesco.   He wanted a clear assurance from 
the National Trust that they will not be given an office at Poltesco.   Justin gave that assurance and 
confirmed that they will not be based in Poltesco whilst he remains Head Ranger. 
 
Andrew Fletcher said that on one occasion a person participating in these activities were shouting 
and swearing so loudly that it had led him and his children to believe that a person was in trouble 
and had run to help, however it was a false alarm.   Justin thanked him for that feedback. 
 
Justin Whitehouse concluded by saying that they were examining the matter on the basis of the 
whole of the Lizard and said it was right to consider whether other places might be more suitable 
such as Kennack or Cadgwith.   The Trust would talk with other land owners to consider options. 
 

The Chair thanked Mr Whitehouse and the public for attending and said that this topic will continue to be 
discussed in future months at the Council with such a strong feeling amongst residents. 
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The meeting continued with the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council commencing at 8:10pm. 

Monthly Meeting of Grade Ruan Parish Council for November 2013 

Present: Parish Councillors J Preston (Chair), N Green (Vice Chair), J Trewin, C Cooper and P Collins,  
PCSO Berry and 14 members of the public. 

 
1.  Absences and Apologies:  Parish Councillors P Freeman and M Fleetwood, 

    Cornwall Councillor C Rule 

2.  Declarations of Interest:  
 There were no declarations of interest. 

3.  Public Time:  
Path at Cadgwith Car Park 

Mrs Wild who is the owner of “Malahat” addressed the meeting and expressed concern over 
the misuse of the public footpath running beside her property leading down from Cadgwith 
Car Park to the Cove.    
 
She described how she had problems with members of the public cycling down the path, 
urinating on her adjacent property and leaving litter both on the path and on her property.   
She was particularly concerned that a young toddler had almost been run down by a bike. 
 
She suggested that the Council considered how signage may be improved, possibly indicating 
no cycling and no litter.   She also enquired whether the public should be encouraged to use 
New Road as alternative route from the Car Park instead. 
 
The Chair responded that the matter would be considered and discussed at the next meeting. 

 

4.  Police Report:  
During October there were three crime reported to the Police: 

• A common assault and battery;  this is under investigation and it is hoped that it will be dealt 
with by way of restorative disposal. 

• Criminal damage to a motor vehicle; this is currently under investigation. 
• Theft; this is also under investigation. 

PCSO Berry attended an assembly at Grade Ruan Primary School on 04/11/2013 and spoke to the 
children about aspects of road safety. 
 

5.  Cornwall Councillor's Time:   
Cornwall Councillor Rule could not attend this meeting but sent her apologies. 
 

6.  Minutes for acceptance:  
The minutes of the monthly meeting held in October had been circulated. 
Subject to one minor amendment, Councillor Trewin proposed the minutes of 14/10/2013 be 
accepted and Councillor Collins seconded – all in favour. 
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7.  Planning: 
 
PA13/08977 – Stationing of 21 additional static caravans at Sea Acres, Kennack Sands, Kuggar. 

Councillors were extremely concerned about the visibility of 10 of the proposed caravans 
from Kennack Sands beach, the headland between the beaches and also the coast path. 

Councillor Collins proposed the application be opposed, and  
Councillor Green seconded -- All in favour. 
 
Resolved:   It was resolved to comment to Cornwall Council as follows: 

“Grade Ruan Parish Council notes that the siting of 10 new stationary caravans 
at a lower level further down the hill than the existing caravans will be clearly 
seen from the beach at Kennack Sands, the headland between the beaches and 
also the coast path.  For this reason Grade Ruan Parish Council strongly objects 
to this planning application on the grounds of loss of visual amenity and also 
the significant harm caused to the landscape in an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty. 
 
If the planning authority are minded to approve this application, Grade Ruan 
Parish Council requests that the application be brought before a full planning 
committee hearing following a site meeting at Kennack Sands with Grade 
Ruan Parish Council members. 
 
Furthermore, Grade Ruan Parish Council would like it to be noted that the 
existing sewage disposal system runs very close to the coast path and there 
have in the past been complaints of smell to the Council.   We would therefore 
request that Environmental Health (and possibly also the Environment Agency, 
if appropriate) thoroughly inspect the existing sewage system to determine 
whether it is capable of handling the extra load that would be imposed upon it 
by the siting of these additional residential units without causing additional 
offensive smells or discharges to users of the coast path and other visitors.” 

 
PA13/08975 – Alterations to the main building at Sea Acres, Kennack Sands, Kuggar  

 The modifications proposed to the building were considered to be minor and would not 
significantly affect the size or appearance of the building.    

Councillor Green proposed this application be supported and  
Councillor Trewin seconded -- All in favour. 

Resolved: It was resolved to comment to Cornwall Council as follows: 

“Grade Ruan Parish Council supports this application.” 
 
 
PA13/09104 –  Outline application for the erection of a detached dwelling. 
  Land at White House Farm, Ruan Minor 

  Councillor Cooper proposed that this application be supported and  
 Councillor Green seconded – all in favour. 

Resolved: It was resolved to comment to Cornwall Council as follows: 

 “Grade Ruan Parish Council supports this application.”  
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PA13/09108 – Outline application for the erection of a new dwelling at Kuggar House 

  Councillor Trewin proposed that this application be supported subject to the observations 
made by Councillors at the meeting and Councillor Green seconded – All in favour. 

Resolved: It was resolved to comment to Cornwall Council as follows: 

 “Grade Ruan Parish Council supports this application providing the highway 
access is deemed to be satisfactory.    

 The attention of planning officers is drawn to the inaccurate statements made 
in the Design and Access Statement with regard to the planning record of this 
site.  Specifically, the planning application referenced of PA96/00479F refers to 
an application for a conservatory extension to the main dwelling and not a 
"dwelling on the site".    

 It is incorrect and possibly misleading therefore to say that an application for 
an additional dwelling was "previously approved".    

 The planning record only shows applications refused (W2/88/01407/O) or 
withdrawn (W2/89/01054/O) for the "erection of a new dwelling" on this 
site.” 

 
PA13/08556 –  Formation of a domestic garage and installation of solar panels  
  at White House, Ruan Minor 

 Councillor Collins proposed that this application be supported and  
 Councillor Cooper seconded – All in favour. 

Resolved: It was resolved to comment to Cornwall Council as follows: 

 “Grade Ruan Parish Council supports this application.”  

8.  Finance:  
 
Financial report 

Copies of the bank reconciliation and the income and expenditure reports were circulated.  

 VAT Rebate 
It was reported that the Council had received the VAT rebate from HMRC for the financial 
years 2011-2012 (£857.22) and 2012-2013 (£434.85). 

 Christmas Trees Invoice 
The 2009 invoice had been located and the double-charging for the 2009 Christmas tree was 
proven and will be taken up with the supplier.   Action:  Councillor Preston 

 Internet banking 
 Councillor Green reported that Lloyds Bank had been extremely slow in dealing with this 

matter and not all the required documentation had been received from the bank to permit 
online banking.   Action:  Councillor Green to continue to pursue this matter with the bank. 

 Next Finance Committee meeting 
 The next finance committee meeting will be held on 27/11/2013 at 7pm. 

 Approval of payments as per schedule  
A donation of £100 was proposed for the British Legion.   Besides reimbursement for 
advertising fees and CLT registration fees to Councillor Green, the only other invoice 
presented to the meeting was for the purchase of some 105 trees to be used for tree planting 
the parish by the Tree Wardens. 

The Chair proposed that the Schedule of Payments be approved. 
Councillor Collins seconded – all in favour. 
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9.  Matters arising from the Minutes:  
Play Area 

Councillor Collins described the difficulties in obtaining funding for the Play Area 
redevelopment and the difficulty in the alignment of the funding windows across different 
funds.   It is estimated that a sum of around £70,000 will be needed in total based upon the 
quotations that the Council have received.   After a brief discussion it was decided to make 
contact with the fundraisers from Mawgan who have had some success in their area and see 
whether they can offer us any advice concerning funding.   The Chair will discuss the matter 
with the Local Community Network and seek their advice also. 

 Freedom of Information Request  
 Councillor Green had adapted a standard Freedom of Information policy for use by the 

Council and after a brief discussion of its contents the Chair proposed that this procedure be 
adopted by the Council and Councillor Trewin seconded – all in favour. 

 Community Land Trust Meeting 
Councillor Green reported that following the public meeting in Ruan Minor Village Hall on 
15/10/2013 the Grade Ruan CLT limited company has been registered with Companies House 
and so is now a legal entity in its own right and ready to commence its work. 

It was reported that a total of 11 people had attended the public meeting to see the 
presentation by Helen Downing who is the Development Manager of Cornwall CLT Ltd who 
are offering to assist us in the start-up phase of our CLT.    

All 11 members of the public who attended signed up as founder members of the Grade 
Ruan CLT Ltd.   These founder members will hold the board of the CLT to account. 

Councillors Freeman and Cooper were both unable to attend the meeting but signed up as 
founder members subsequent to the meeting. 

Councillor Trewin (who attended the CLT meeting) expressed disappointment that more 
members of the public did not attend considering the great need for affordable housing in 
the village. 

The inaugural board of the CLT was elected by the members at the public meeting as follows: 
• Council Representatives:   Councillors Green, Freeman and Collins 
• Non-Councillors:   Angela Thomas, Cathy Brown and Judith Green 

Councillor Cooper expressed that she did not agree with two members of the same family 
being on the board of the CLT.   Councillor Green explained that the board of the CLT can only 
contain 3 members of the Parish Council and so three of the board members have to be non-
councillors.   At the poorly attended meeting it was difficult filling these three places on the 
board and Judith Green had only kindly agreed to step forward when no-one else from the 
community was willing to stand. 

Councillor Collins expressed that he would be willing to stand down if someone with suitable 
drive and enthusiasm to push the project forward were to come forward. 

Councillor Cooper also expressed that she thought the CLT should exclude people from 
outside the Parish as she believed it should be operated for the benefit of Grade Ruan 
parishioners only and thought this had been agreed.   Her opinion was noted. 

The objects of the CLT have been laid down when it was formed and the main object is to 
provide social housing to people with “proven links to the Parish” of Grade Ruan whether 
they presently live in Grade Ruan or have been forced to temporarily live elsewhere. 

The next action of the CLT will be to hold the first board meeting and then start working on 
the path towards developing much needed local needs housing. 
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 War Memorial 
 It was previously agreed that the War Memorial in Ruan Minor would be insured by the 

Council.   The Council’s insurance company insisted upon an estimate from a stone mason as 
to the replacement value of the memorial.   The replacement value has been estimated at 
£25,000 to £30,000.   Action:  Councillor Green to approach the insurance company. 

 Road Name for Coastline Development  
 The Chair reported that it was his understanding that the name of “Higher Moor” had been 

accepted by Cornwall Council as a suitable road name for the new development.    

 Cornwall Council had originally advised the Council that a suffix to the name would be 
required (such as “Road” or “Close”) but when it was pointed out to them that we have “Long 
Moor” in the village with no suffix they accepted that no suffix was required. 

 Todden Safety 
Various matters relating to Todden safety were discussed and the actions that have been 
taken to improve safety over the years.   At the conclusion of the discussion it was decided 
that an additional sign beside the steps to Little Beach would be purchased with suitable 
words of warning. 
Action: Councillor Preston to procure a suitable sign. 
 
Councillor Trewin reported that a crack in the road had appeared on the left hand side of the 
top step to Little Beach.   It appears that it is related to a broken storm drain. 
Action:  Councillor Preston to report to Highways for investigation. 

 
10.  Matters for consideration:  

Code of Conduct Updates 
 Although the Council had adopted a draft Code of Conduct some time ago when mandated 

by Cornwall Council, it was reported that this document is now out of date.    
 
 Councillor Collins explained that at the time, updates to the code were being revised so 

frequently by Cornwall Council, CALC and NALC that the previous Chairman of the Council 
declared a hiatus to allow the matter to settle down before any further action was taken. 

 
 It is felt that the matter has now settled down sufficiently, with definitive advice now being 

issued by Cornwall Council, and it was agreed that we should ask our new Clerk to attend to 
this matter early next year. 

 
11.  Correspondence:  
 A number of items of correspondence were received relating to signage in the parish. 

 A general discussion followed concerning various signage changes required. 

Stop sign at Traboe Cross 
Councillor Cooper highlighted the recent refusal by Cornwall Council highways to a 
request by St Keverne Parish Council to replace the “GIVE WAY” sign with a “STOP” 
sign at Traboe Cross (as reported by the local media).   It was thought that our Council 
could express a view on this matter as we are a neighbouring parish, but no specific 
action was decided. 

Safety Sign at the Recreation Ground Gate 
This concerns the installation of a new warning sign at the side gate onto the road to 
Cadgwith which had not been actioned before our former Clerk resigned. 
Action:  Councillor Preston to arrange the purchase of a suitable sign. 

 No other specific items of correspondence were discussed at the meeting.  
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12.  Footpaths, Environment and Treewarden:  
 
Grass cutting at Glebe Place 
 To be put on the agenda for the next meeting. 

 Footpath Sub-committee meeting  
 The Chair to arrange a suitable date with the committee members. 
 Action: Councillor Preston 

 Footpath past St Mary’s Church, Cadgwith 
 It was reported that this path gets washed away by the rain and needs resurfacing.    
 It was agreed that this path needs attention and will be investigated. 

 Footpath from the Car Park to St Ruan bridge 
 This path was reported to be precarious where it passes near to the pumping station.  
 It was agreed that it needs either levelling or a handrail and will be investigated. 
 
Highway signs next to the Recreation Ground on road to Cadgwith 
 It was reported that the post holding up the triangle sign is rotten and the 30mph sign had 
 fallen over because the post is rotten.   This is to be reported to highways for action. 
 Action: Councillor Preston 
 
Road resurfacing at St Ruan and the road between Treleague Crossroads and the pinch point 
 There was acclaim for the good job that Cormac had done recently with their road 
 resurfacing work and it was agreed that write to Cormac to thank them for a job well done. 
 Action: Councillor Preston 
 
Footpath outside of Sharkey’s house 
 The Council understands that the Fisherman’s Mission are ready to fund work on 
 resurfacing the footpath outside of Sharkey’s house and it was agreed that the Council will  
 write to Cormac to express our support for this work.    
 Action: Councillor Preston 

 Lifebuoy on The Todden    
 The Council has been advised that the Maritime section of Cornwall Council inspect the 
 lifebuoy at Cadgwith every month and are responsible for its maintenance 
 

13.  In committee:  
 
The Parish Council then moved to an ‘in committee’ session to discuss “Staffing Matters”. 

 
 
 

CHAIRMAN..................................................... 
09 December 2013 


