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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School Room of 
the Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel on Monday 14 March 2016 from 7.30pm 

Present:  Parish Councillors: J Preston (Chair), N Green (Vice-Chair), J Clifton, M Fleetwood, P Freeman, J 
Lee, G Pollard, S Stephens, J Trewin and Clerk J Castle  
and 2 members of the public. 
 

1. Absences and apologies:   

There were apologies from Councillor Collins. Councillor Jones was also absent. 
 

2. Declarations of interest:  There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3. Public time:   
Mr David Hawkins spoke with regard to local use of Ella’s Field, which is adjacent to Bodrigy 
drive. He noted that the field, which is owned by his family, existed for the preservation of 
wildlife, the enjoyment of his family and for the enjoyment of members of the local parish. 
There is no legal right of way across the field. The family had not pursued a permissive path 
agreement as they only wish to provide low key access for locals. Mr & Mrs Hawkins are 
happy for the public to retain access but would ask them to keep to the established path 
line and to clear up after dogs. They are looking for anything the Parish Council can do to 
help achieve this. 
 
The Chairman stated that the availability of the path was much appreciated as it provides a 
lovely link to the coastal path and thanked Mr & Mrs Hawkins. 
 
On another matter, the Parish Council asked for its thanks to be passed on to Grade Ruan 
Community Trust for organising the resurfacing of the car park at Cadgwith.  
 

4. Police report:   

It was noted that there will no longer be any police attendance at parish council meetings 
except in special circumstances. Crime statistics are available online but it was noted that 
these only provide a limited amount of information. The Clerk was asked to write to the 
Police and Crime Commissioner’s Office asking for more detailed local information to be 
provided on the site. Action: Clerk. 

5. Cornwall Councillor's time:   

Cornwall Councillor Rule reported to the meeting: 

 That the Lengthsmans scheme had been discussed at the recent Community 
Network meeting and it was noted that this is not being progressed at this time. 
Proposed regular meetings with Ben Dickinson of the Highways department will 
help in that the limited spend available can be prioritised at parish level. 

 Emptying of bins at Kennack Sands- it was noted that this is the responsibility of 
the landowner and Natural England had been notified in November 2015 that the 
collection of waste from these bins was too expensive for Cornwall Council to 
continue with. A limited extension of the collection had been granted to the end of 
April. 

 One-off pot of money to be allocated at community network level – approx. £35k 
(i.e. £5000 per Cornwall Councillor) – is to aid devolution projects or, if not used, 
can be allocated to other projects. Processes to apply for this funding need to be 
put in place.    
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 The Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) is carrying out 
an electoral review in Cornwall, which will include reviewing the number of 
Cornwall Councillors and the boundaries of electoral divisions.  

Work is to be carried out from May 2017 to 2021 to change the boundaries within 
the county. There is a meeting to discuss this at County Hall on Wednesday 30 
March from 2– 3.30 pm and a member of the Parish Council is invited to attend. 

 Cornwall Councillor Rule agreed to look into a query from Councillor Lee as to the 
removal of the planning application in respect of Prazegooth Lane from the 
planning register. 

 Councillor Lee also asked for the requested statistics to be provided regarding 
planning enforcements. 

 Cornwall Councillor Rule responded to concerns expressed by Councillor Stephens 
regarding roadside litter collection and confirmed that there was no longer any 
funding to cover this. 

 

 
6. 

 
Minutes for acceptance:  

Having been previously circulated, it was proposed by Councillor Lee and seconded by 
Councillor Fleetwood that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 February 2016 be accepted. 
Carried 8 votes in favour and 1 abstention.  

7. Planning:  

Planning Applications for consideration 

 PA16/01896- Conversion of garage into additional accommodation, demolition of 
workshop and construction of new double garage, Riverside, St Ruan TR12 7JS. 

There were no concerns expressed regarding the conversion of the existing garage. 
However, concerns were expressed about the ridge height of the proposed new 
garage. It was proposed and seconded that the application is approved but that 
there are concerns about the height of the new garage and that there does seems 
to be a discrepancy between the description on the flood report and the plans 
submitted regarding the height if the new garage. Carried 9 votes in favour. 

Planning applications decided by the planning authority since the last meeting 

 PA16/00268 - Works to a tree subject to a tree preservation order, Westie Way St 
Ruan TR12 7JS [Approved] 

 PA16/00241 - Formation of manager’s accommodation following removal of 
existing block built chalet, Chycarne Holiday Park Kuggar TR12 7LX [Approved] 
 

 PA16/00431 - Cargey Cottage Kuggar Ruan Minor TR12 7LY, to formerly recognise 
the changed usage of the land as a garden since 1996 and to the present 
boundaries 2016 [Approved] 

 PA16/00507 - Land South of Penreenes Ruan Minor, the construction of two self 
build affordable dwellings for local persons [Refused] 

 PA16/00263 Land at Ruminella View Ruminella View Cadgwith TR12 7JZ, Stationing 
of steel container for storage/continued use as garage and stationing of caravan for 
habitable use whilst dwelling being constructed [Approved with conditions] 

 PA16/00986 - Cove Side 15 Ledra Close Cadgwith TR12 7LD, Proposed extension 
and alterations to bungalow [Approved] 
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 PA15/07655 – Equestrian Barn, Worvas Farm, Ruan Minor [Approved] 
 

Pre-applications, consultations and appeals:  

 PA16/00297/PREAPP - Pre-application advice for 2 x dwellings, Land adj Trepool 
Treleague Crossroads Ruan Minor Cornwall TR12 7JR 

 

8. Finance 

 Financial Report – the bank reconciliation was noted, together with the statement of 
Income & Expenditure for February 2016. It was noted that the grant regarding the 
new pavilion should be shown under projects rather than S.137. Action: Clerk 

 Payments Schedule -  it was proposed by Councillor Clinton and seconded by 
Councillor Fleetwood that the payment schedule amounting to £669.32 be 
approved. Carried 9 votes in favour. 

 Grant applications – it was noted that Shelter had queried whether small grants 
are still available. The Clerk was asked to reply positively to this. There was also a 
grant request from the Grade Ruan Gazette for financial assistance in view of the 
increased number of parishioners and rising print costs. It was proposed by 
Councillor Trewin and seconded by Councillor Clifton that the request be 
supported. Carried 9 votes in favour. The estimated amount is £350 but the funds 
are not required until a clearer picture of any likely shortfall is available in 
September. The Clerk was asked to write indicating the Parish Council’s support. 
Action: Clerk 

 Asset Register2015/16 – it was agreed that the computer, peripherals and other 
office equipment should be written off as out of date and therefore scrapped and a 
note added to the Asset Register schedule to this effect. It was also agreed that the 
old play equipment should be written off and the cost of the new equipment 
supplied by Alastair Guy be added. Action: Clerk 

 

9. Matters arising from the minutes: 

 Play Area update – Councillor Preston reported that Wendy Elliott had attended the 
grant meeting at Lizard and made a grant application of £3,000 to the 100 Club. An 
application has also been made to Goonhilly for £5,000 and to Coastline. 

Councillor Lee agreed to ask the picnic table supplier to store them until the roof of 
the new pavilion is finished and the scaffolding has come down as access will be a 
problem. The Village Hall committee is paying for these. 

Councillor Preston reported that he had not yet received more detailed information 
from the contractor regarding the additions to the zip wire structure, which is 
needed to put the proposals for Phase 2 out for public consideration. 

Councillor Fleetwood reported a piece of wood sticking out of the ground that needs 
removal and Councillor Preston agreed that a visit and clear up campaign is 
necessary in the next couple of weeks. 

With regard to fund-raising, Councillor Preston agreed to approach Moira Hurst 
regarding a summer barbecue. Action: Chairman 
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 School Bus Turning – the Chairman had discussed the possibility of a virtual 
pavement being painted on the road surface on the approach to the school with Ben 
Dickinson from Cormac.  He has asked Maxine Hardy whether any grant funding is 
available and was awaiting a response. The one parking space remains a problem for 
the turning of the bus but the driver also has concerns at the existing bus stop about 
holding up the traffic.  

Councillor Preston agreed to speak to the school regarding parking but also pointed 
out that the need for a second shelter should remain under review. Action: Chairman 

 Speed Survey – it was noted that there was a negative response from the Highways 
department regarding possible traffic calming measures in Kuggar, particularly as 
they did not have any logged incidents. 

 Refuse collection, Kennack Sands – it was noted that a meeting between the various 
stakeholders had taken place and it was proposed that an appeal is made to Cornwall 
Council to provide a subsidy to cover the cost of collecting refuse / recycling for the 
coming financial year, giving time for a plan to be put in place for the following year. 
Cornwall Councillor Rule said she would enquire but did not think that this was likely 
due to budget constraints, particularly when the legal liability falls on the landlord 
and there is no onus on Cornwall Council. Councillor Preston reported that an agent 
for the Tregothnan Estate which owns the beach is coming down for a site meeting 
on 21 March. It was suggested that all-year opening of the car park could be queried 
with the agent, if the café owner is made aware of this first. 

The problem with seeking contributions from the various involved parties is that it 
would appear that they are only prepared to contribute if all other parties do. There 
was also a suggestion that the Parish Council should contribute. 

It was noted that not keeping the beach free of litter would pose a serious threat to 
the local tourist trade. 

 Notice Board – it was noted that Councillor Collins had obtained a quote from 
Alligator Signs for a new board (to go on the existing posts) for £450. Councillor 
Preston agreed to check the construction to ensure that it is fully weatherproof and, 
if this is the case, it was proposed by Councillor Lee and seconded by Councillor 
Fleetwood that this purchase should go ahead. Carried 9 votes in favour. 

 

 
10. 

 
Matters for consideration: 

 AONB updates –it was noted that the draft management plan for the next 5 years is 
up for comment. With regard to the marker stones, the signs have been made up 
and the blocks dressed so it is likely they will be placed on the various roadside 
locations in April. 

 Community Network update, including verges – it was noted that the recent meeting 
had been well attended and the lack of funds for highways work was noted. However, 
it is anticipated that the spending on verges will be the same for 2016/17 as for 
2015/16. On this basis, it was agreed that the Parish Council should monitor the 
situation and only step in if something changes. The proposed meetings with Ben 
Dickinson will help this process. Councillor Lee was thanked for his attendance at the 
meeting. 

 Minibus Permit – it was noted that this has been issued and needs lodging with the 
School. This means that the Parish Council can request use of the bus for village 
events. 
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11. Correspondence:  

 Dog Poop Bag stands - Sue Cadman has put in a request for stands (with bags). The 
Clerk was asked to get further information regarding this. Action: Clerk 

 Planting -  a letter had been received from Simon Bradley regarding planting by a 
neighbour. It was agreed that this is a private issue and that Mr Bradley should be 
referred to information on the Cornwall Council website re invasive species and 
high hedges. Action: Clerk 

 Great Big Cornish Gig Row – it was noted that the gig will be coming in to Cadgwith 
on Monday 4 April as part of the Armed Forces community initiative and should be 
supported by the Parish. Councillor Preston agreed to request any available 
publicity materials and possibly include a note in the Gazette. Action: Chairman 

 Helston -Redruth Road- a letter was sent to Cornwall Councillor Biscoe in support 
of improvements to this road and he had forwarded it to Nigel Blackler, Head of 
Transport, Waste and Environment. 

 Village Green – it was noted that the Parish Council's request to register the Glebe 
Place Green as a village green has been refused because of an unsolvable legal 
technicality.   The Council has been advised that the public already have access to it 
"by right" as a place of recreation and this statement in the deeds prevents it being 
registered as a village green.    

 

12. Footpaths, environment and treewardens:  
 

 Footpaths Contract – it was noted the contract had been subject to a tendering 
process in Spring 2013. The contract covers both the SWCP and LMP plus extra 
work requested by the Parish Council. The funding from Cornwall Council for the 
SWCP /LMP contracts has been increased by 10%. The recommendation to the 
Parish Council is that the contract is renewed for one year with Bob Sanders, who 
carries out the work well, understands the parish and offers a reasonable price. 
This year can then be used to put together the tendering process for Spring 2017. 
The acceptance of this recommendation was proposed by Councillor Lee and 
seconded by Councillor Green. Carried 9 votes in favour. The Clerk was asked to 
write to Bob Sanders. Action: Clerk 

 Footpath 2 – Councillor Preston agreed to discuss drainage with the owner of the 
land regarding flooding on the section from Braeside to Sea View. Action: 
Chairman 

 Weed spraying quote from Cornwall Council – it was noted that this had been 
offered at the same cost as last year. The quote has been accepted 

 Little Beach steps/ drain – it was noted that this has now been concreted over. 

 Blocked drains- it was noted that the recent weather has continued to cause 
problems in a number of areas (including in front of the Old Cellars and the Ice 
House) and is causing the road surface to break up in places. It was agreed that this 
should be discussed at the next meeting with Ben Dickinson, with any known 
problem areas marked on a plan. Action: Chairman 
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 St Ruan Well - John Reeves, who lives in Helston, has e-mailed about the area of 
unsightly undergrowth around St Ruan Well preventing proper access.  He visits the 
site frequently and provides candles and a visitors’ book. It was noted that the 
maintenance regime has lapsed over recent years. Councillor Pollard agreed to help 
with the clearing work. Once the area had been cleared, it could be added to the 
cutting schedule as it provides access to the footpath. It was agreed that Councillor 
Pollard and Councillor Preston would meet on site to discuss the work required, 
which is basically to clear an area to walk round, providing a gap between the scrub 
and the structure. Action Councillors Pollard and Preston. 

 Erosion of footpath from Cadgwith car park – it was agreed to monitor this going 
forward. 

 Mundy's Field car park – no problems reported. 

13. In Committee: 

 No items were discussed in committee  

 

  
The meeting closed at 9.40 pm. 
      CHAIR ................................................................................... 
 

   11 April 2016 
 


