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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School Room 
of the Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel on Monday 12 January 2015 from 7.30pm 

Present:  Parish Councillors, J Preston (Chair), N Green (Vice-Chair), J Clifton, P Collins, M Fleetwood, P 
Freeman, J Lee, S Stephens, J Trewin, Cornwall Councillor C Rule, Clerk J Castle and 13 members of the 
public. 
 

1. Absences and apologies:   

Parish Councillor C Cooper; PCSO J Berry; (these apologies were accepted by the 
Council). 
 

2. Declarations of interest:   
 

Councillor Trewin declared an interest with regard to land at Penreenes and Councillor 
Collins declared an interest as a neighbour. Councillor Lee also reported that the 
applicant carried out work for him but did not consider that this would affect his views. 
 

3. Public time:   

• Mr Paul Bateman of Influence Planning spoke with regard to planning application 
PA14/10495, representing Mr & Mrs Lake. This regards two self-build dwellings on 
land south of Penreenes. Mr Bateman explained that it was Government policy for 
councils to bring forward self-build plots and although this scheme was only in its pilot 
stage and Cornwall Council was not involved, he felt it was appropriate for the parish 
council to take this into account. The criteria to be used included locations where there 
is other development, connection to sustainable elements of a settlement and with 
proximity to other dwellings. He considered that the proposal is within 200 metres of 
the main services of the village. 

• Mrs Dunmall spoke with regard to the application to lift the holiday occupation 
restriction on the cottage property at Bodrigy Lodge (PA14/11619). She stated that 
she did not consider the objections raised by the Planning Department when looking 
at the pre-app were appropriate. 

• Mrs Coad wished the Parish Council to note the objections she has made with regard 
to the resubmitted planning application re the erection of a dwelling at Glenelg 
(PA14/11827). 

 
4. Police report:   

In the absence of PCSO Berry, the Clerk read out the monthly report. Two burglaries   
(non-dwelling) had been reported in the Parish in December, which are currently under 
investigation. It was noted that there had been some damage to the Gents toilets in 
the village and Councillor Lee agreed to report this. Telephone 101 to report any 
crimes or 01326 555158 to leave a message for PCSO Berry.    

5. Cornwall Councillor's time:   
Councillor Rule reported that she had obtained information with regard to the net lofts 
and Chy An Deylek. She warned that the redundancy programme is now under way 
and certain officers will no longer be there.  

Councillor Rule confirmed that she still had a small amount available in her Community 
Fund but that the deadline is soon and in particular she is still awaiting some 
information regarding the application for the play area bin. Councillor Collins confirmed 
he would provide this. Action: Councillor Collins  

The next meeting of the Community Network, of which she is Chairman, will take place 
on 4 February. All councillors are welcome to attend but there is only one vote 
entitlement per parish/town council. 

Councillor Rule confirmed that verge trimming will only be done on an emergency 
basis in the future, due to budget constraints and she considered that this was a 
service that parish councils might join together to provide. 
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6. Minutes for acceptance:  

Having been previously circulated, it was proposed by Councillor  
Collins and seconded by Councillor Trewin that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 
December 2014 be accepted. Carried 9 votes in favour.  

 
7. Planning:  

Planning Applications for consideration 

• PA14/11827 Erection of dwelling at Glenelg, Ruan Minor – it was noted that the 
previous application had been withdrawn, following a negative report from the tree 
officer, objections from a neighbour and opposition from the Parish Council.   A letter 
of objection has been received with regard to the revised proposal and this was 
considered. It was however felt that an effort has now been made to preserve trees 
and the ridge height is no higher than the adjacent property. Although there is no 
longer a planning presumption to allow buildings in gardens and the Parish Council 
does not endorse the carving up of gardens into smaller plots, it was proposed by 
Councillor Green and seconded by Councillor Stephens that this application be 
supported. Carried 5 votes in favour and 4 against.  
 

• PA14/11898 – felling of sycamore, National Trust car park, Cadgwith – this had been 
supported by the Tree Officer with a replanting scheme put in place and therefore it 
was proposed by Councillor Preston and seconded by Councillor Lee that this 
application be supported. Carried 9 votes in favour. 
 

• PA14/11619 – removal of holiday occupancy condition, with regard to permission in 
2012 concerning conversion of an annex and garage to provide holiday 
accommodation, Bodrigy Lodge. Cornwall Planning department had not been 
supportive when the Pre-App was submitted, but the applicants cannot understand 
what impact lifting of the condition will have on the community, particularly as they may 
occupy it themselves whist undertaking work on the main property. It was proposed by 
Councillor Trewin and seconded by Councillor Clifton that the application to lift the 
restriction be supported. The voting was 4 in favour and 4 against, with one 
abstention. The Chairman used his casting vote in favour and the motion was 
therefore carried.  
 

• PA14/06078 – Land off Ebenezer Road, retention of extension to agricultural building 
to use as a dwelling. A number of Parish Councillors had visited the site and 
photographs were provided to the meeting. The building sits on an island in the middle 
of a pond and has been crafted from natural / reclaimed materials. The occupiers who 
are making the application state that they are on site to look after livestock and this is 
supported by a letter from the landowner. However it was noted that there is a formal 
procedure to establish agricultural need and this has not been followed. It was 
proposed by Councillor Collins and seconded by Councillor Lee that this application 
should not be supported on the basis that this is a new dwelling in a rural setting with 
no proven agricultural need. Carried 8 votes in favour and 1 abstention. 
 

• PA14/12157 – to site a freestanding mobile shipping container to act as a kitchen, 
Ruan Major Cottage. This had been supported by Cornwall Planning department at the 
Pre-App stage as it was for the benefit of a local business. The Parish Council has 
received 3 letters of objection from neighbouring properties, particularly with regard to 
traffic problems in a single track lane, loss of residential amenity, impact of lighting and 
the proximity to a Grade I listed church and Grade II listed farmhouse. There were also 
concerns about the speed of vehicles down the lane. It was noted that this is expected 
to be a short-term solution whilst the business continues to get established at which 
point new premises would be sought.  Councillor Green proposed and Councillor 
Preston seconded that the application should be opposed on the basis that, although 
the Parish Council is supportive of young and growing businesses, this was the wrong 
location for the business. Councillor Collins proposed an alternative resolution that the 
application is supported for a 12 month period and thereafter be subject to annual 
review. This was seconded by Councillor Lee. The vote to make this the substantive 
proposal was 5 in favour, 3 against and 1 abstention. This became the proposal and 
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was carried 5 in favour, 3 against and 1 abstention. 
 

• PA14/10495 – 2 self-build affordable dwellings on land south of Penreenes. 
Councillors Trewin and Collins withdrew from the meeting. It was noted that when a 
Pre-App was submitted for a 3 bed-roomed house 12 months ago, the planning officer 
commented on the rural location outside of a town or village and that there were more 
appropriate sites located within the village. Concerns were expressed regarding a 
permanent location in a coastal and rural setting within an AONB. Although the Parish 
Councillors were sympathetic to the applicants need for affordable self-build housing, it 
was felt that this site was not appropriate for development. There is constrained 
access, it would lead to southern sprawl and harm the Cadgwith Conservation area. 
Councillor Lee pointed out that there are other areas in the village with potential for 
affordable housing. It was proposed by Councillor Lee and seconded by Councillor 
Freeman that, although the Parish Council supports both self-build and affordable 
housing, in this particular  instance the Council objects to this application on the basis 
that it would sit outside the village envelope, would harm the AONB and create a 
precedent. Carried 7 votes in favour. 
Councillors Trewin and Collins returned to the meeting. 
 

• PA14/12218 – Corgerrick Barn, Ruan Minor, conversion and re-use of agricultural 
building to a single storey dwelling. This is an application by the National Trust for the 
conversion of the barn, plus a new outbuilding and a new access onto the highway. 
This is a sustainable form of development, bringing a building back into use. A 
covenant will be placed on the development as to what further work would be allowed 
on the site, including tree retention. The funds raised will be used to refurbish / re-roof 
Poltesco Mill House. It was proposed by Councillor Trewin and seconded by Councillor 
Preston that this application be supported. Carried 9 votes in favour. 

 
 
Planning applications decided by the planning authority since the last meeting 

• PA14/03917/PREAPP: Pre-application consultation request - Proposed installation of 
30m High Lattice Tower Mobile Phone Base at Treleague Farm, Ruan Minor – 
deferred. 

• PA14/10225 Tregullas Farm – Discharge of condition – discharged. 

Pre-applications and consultations: 

• PA14/04249/PREAPP Demolition and erection of new dwelling, 1 Gwendreath 
Cottages   - awaiting formal application. 

• Net lofts conversion, Cadgwith –it was noted that there had been 2 enforcement 
enquiries in 2013 and these had confirmed that only maintenance work had been 
carried out. No further action is considered necessary. 

• Chy an Deylek – it was noted that s106 condition had been discharged in 2013. The 
Clerk was asked to enquire via Councillor Rule as to whether the condition has been 
lifted from the whole property (including the field) and also as to whether the certificate 
of lawfulness regarding living in the property whilst not engaged in fishing applies only 
to the current occupant or applies to the property. Action Clerk  

8. Matters arising from the minutes: 

• Weed spraying quotation - a revised quotation has been received from Cormac for bi-
annual spraying of roadside weeds for the designated reduced area at a charge of 
£249.30 plus VAT, covering 1.662 km twice a year. Councillor Lee proposed and 
Councillor Stephens seconded that this quotation be accepted. Carried 9 votes in 
favour.   Action: Clerk. 

• Kuggar Pump Site – it was noted that the registration process as common land is 
ongoing. 
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9. Matters for consideration: 

• Recreation Ground Pavilion	  –	  it was noted that a new set of plans have been drawn up 
which more closely fit the needs of the community. It was Proposed by Councillor Lee 
and seconded by Councillor Collins that the Parish Council should provide funding of 
£577.50 for the planning application.  Carried 6 votes in favour with 3 abstentions. 

• New bin for play area – Councillor Collins reported that he had applied to Councillor 
Rule for funding towards this project. However it is possible that there will be an extra 
charge for emptying this bin. It was proposed by Councillor Preston and seconded by 
Councillor Lee that, if necessary, the Parish Council will cover this cost. Carried 9 
votes in favour. 

 

10. Finance 

• Financial Report – the Financial Report was noted. The level of commitments against 
funds held was discussed.  

• Donation to Cornwall Air Ambulance Trust  - following a donation request, it was 
proposed by Councillor Lee, and seconded by Councillor Clifton that a donation of 
£500 be made.  Carried 9 votes in favour. Councillor Collins queried whether it would 
be possible to ascertain the level of donation made by other local parishes. Action: 
Clerk 

• Payments Schedule  Approval of the schedule of payments, totalling £3,170.28, 
including the budgeted payment towards the cost of upkeep of the churchyards was 
proposed by Councillor Collins, seconded by Councillor Lee and carried 9 votes in 
favour. 

• Grant towards setting up verge trimming provision – Councillor Freeman reported that 
a potential grant of £3,000 for training and organisation may be available and he will 
continue to explore this. Action: Councillor Freeman 

 
11. Correspondence:  

• No items for discussion 

 
12. Footpaths, environment and treewardens:  

• Footpath 6 (Cadgwith car park to cove) -   Councillor Preston reported that PAROW 
(Penwith Access and Rights of Way) had requested help with the cost of materials and 
the Parish Council  may be asked to cover the cost of gravel at £100. Ownership 
issues have been sorted. 

• Tree planting -   Councillor Preston reported that the tree wardens are ready for the 
next phase of tree planting at a cost of £200.  Trevena Cross Nurseries are the new 
supplier. 

• Work at Gwendreath -   it was noted that Rob Sanders has not yet billed the cutting 
back work he has carried out  there . 

• Polstangey Bridge -    it was noted that part of the parapet is damaged and this needs 
to be reported to the Highways Department.  Action: Clerk 

• Mundy's Field car park - Councillor Green reported at the end of his month's inspection 
duty that the car park was generally clear and reasonably tidy.  

• Road signs  it was noted that the hill gradient sign for Admiral’s Hill, Kuggar is 
damaged as is the 30mph sigh by the recreation ground in Ruan Minor. This should be 
reported to the Highways Department. Action : Clerk 

• SAS Sign on the Todden – it was agreed that they should be asked to move this down 
into a suitable location in the cove. Action: Councillor Preston 
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13. In Committee:  

It was agreed that the next part of the meeting be held in ‘closed’ session. 

 

  
 
The meeting closed at 10.30pm. 
      CHAIR ................................................................................... 

09 February 2015 


