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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School Room 
of the Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel on Monday 8 December 2014 from 7.30pm 

Present:  Parish Councillors, J Preston (Chair), N Green (Vice-Chair), J Clifton, P Collins, M Fleetwood, P 
Freeman, J Lee, S Stephens, J Trewin, Cornwall Councillor C Rule. 
 

1. Absences and apologies:   

Parish Councillor C Cooper; PCSO J Berry; Clerk J Castle (these apologies were 
accepted by the Council). 
 

2. Declarations of interest:   
 

Councillor Fleetwood declared an interest with regard to Cadgwith net lofts and Glebe 
land in Ruan Minor.   Councillor Preston declared an interest as tenant of Glebe land in 
Ruan Minor. 
 

3. Public time:   

There were no members of the public present. 

 
4. Police report:   

In the absence of PCSO Berry, the Chairman read out the monthly report. Two crimes 
had been reported in the Parish in the past month, one about production of cannabis, 
the other theft of granite mushrooms from a garden.  Police urge owners to mark all 
valuables with postcode or other identifier.  

5. Cornwall Councillor's time:   
Councillor Rule reported that she is now chairman of the local Community Network 
and hopes to make it more open to input from parish councils.  The next meeting will 
be in January or February.  She has protested against the council's plan to confine 
road gritting to only A roads, and has requested that all B class roads be included also. 
Councillor Collins suggested that Cornwall Council should review which roads are 
essential to keep clear to ensure no communities are isolated, regardless of A, B or no 
classification.  Councillor Fleetwood asked whether grit would continue to be supplied 
to roadside bins.  Cadgwith has two bins which are needed to keep both steep 
approach roads clear.  Councillor Rule will investigate.  Action: Councillor Rule.   

 
Councillor Rule reported that due to budget cuts, drain clearing and verge trimming will 
be severely reduced. In the future, Cornwall Council will only work on areas where 
traffic safety is an issue. 

 
It was widely reported in the media that there was an average wait of 20 minutes for 
calls to the non-urgent police 101 service.   Councillor Green suggested that in light of 
the closure of police station front desks and the reliance on the phone to contact the 
police that a wait of this length is unacceptable.  Councillor Rule reported that the 
Police & Crime Panel will be holding the Commissioner and Chief Constable to 
account over this, but indicated that they were looking into whether the phone outside 
every police station can be made to jump the queue. 
 

6. Minutes for acceptance:  

Having been previously circulated, it was proposed by Councillor  
Lee and seconded by Councillor Freeman that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 
November 2014 be accepted. Carried 7 votes in favour and 1 abstention.  
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7. Planning:  

Planning Applications for consideration 

• PA14/010952 Extension and alteration of shower block and re-siting of LPG tank at 
Silver Sands Holiday Park.  Councillor Preston reported he has visited the site and 
raised no objections to the proposed work, which is well screened by woodland.  He 
proposed support for this application and was seconded by Councillor Lee. Carried 9 
votes in favour.  
 

Planning applications decided by the planning authority since the last meeting 

• PA14/08876 - Chy An Deylek, St Ruan, Ruan Minor –occupancy certificate of 
lawfulness [Granted] This has been granted but it is unclear whether it just applies to 
the present owner or whether it lifts the restriction for any future owners. The Clerk 
was asked to clarify this with Cornwall Council.  Action: Clerk. 

• PA14/09277 - Kernyk, St Ruan – pruning of sycamore [Approved] 
• PA14/09013 - Sea Acres Park – extended opening [Approved] 
• PA14/09122 - 3, Council Houses, Kuggar – external insulation [Approved] 
• PA14/09068 – 10c Trevelyan Holiday Homes – reduced opening [Withdrawn] 
• PA14/10698 – Bodrigy, Cadgwith – Change colour of windows to grey [Approved] 

 

Pre-applications and consultations: 

• PA14/03917/PREAPP: Pre-application consultation request - Proposed installation of 
30m High Lattice Tower Mobile Phone Base at Treleague Farm, Ruan Minor.  It was 
noted that the pre-app for a communications tower at Treleague Farm has now been 
validated and registered with Cornwall Planning. Details can be viewed on Cornwall 
Council online planning website. The Parish Council had discussed this case at 
November’s meeting. 

• Amended proposal re new dwelling at Glenelg, prior to re-submission to planning   
 (PA14/04058 previously withdrawn).    Agents for Glenelg had supplied a revised site 
plan and asked for the Parish Council's comments, but it was agreed that no opinion 
could be formed until more information was available.  It was noted that the revised 
plan avoids removal of the large tree that was previously of concern. 

• Net lofts conversion, Cadgwith [Councillor Fleetwood left the meeting].  It has been 
brought to the Parish Council’s attention that there had been renovation work on net 
lofts within the Cadgwith conservation area.   Although individual Councillors have 
been approached and asked for opinions, no approach has been made to the Council 
and no firm information supplied.   The Parish Council looks forward to receiving a 
formal application for planning approval for any work being completed beyond 
permitted development.   Further information will be sought to clarify the Council’s 
understanding of the work being carried out. [Councillor Fleetwood rejoined the 
meeting] 

• Development in field, Ebenezer Road. It was noted that there have been two 
enforcement visits to this site - in June 2011 and March 2013 - and that a formal 
planning application, PA14/06078 for ‘retention of extension to an agricultural 
building for use as a dwelling’ has been submitted but has not yet been validated. 

8. Matters arising from the minutes: 

• Glebe land, Poltesco Lane– Councillor Lee reported that some Councillors had met on 
site with church representatives. 

• Recycling– it was noted that Cornwall Council would not collect recycled material if 
bins were put in public places in Cadgwith.  It was suggested that the company which 
collects glass weekly from the pub might be willing to empty a glass recycling bin in the 
cove, if one were provided, at a small extra cost to the Parish Council. Councillor 
Clifton will talk to the pub landlord about this. Action: Councillor Clifton 
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9. Matters for consideration: 

• Revised Standing Orders and Financial Regulations	  -‐	  these had been pre-circulated 
and no comments were raised.    Adoption was proposed by Councillor Freeman, 
seconded by Councillor Collins and carried 9 votes in favour. 

• Glebe Place Village Green - it was noted that it is not legally possible to register the 
land as a village green as the covenant on it already gives the public right of access 
and enjoyment, so no further action can be taken. 

• Weed spraying quotation - a quotation has been received from Cormac for bi-annual 
spraying of roadside weeds.  It was agreed that the length of pathways covered could 
be considerably reduced and Councillor Preston agreed to negotiate a new price with 
Cormac.  Action: Councillor Preston. 

10. Finance 

• Financial Report – the minutes of the Finance Committee were taken as the finance 
report for the month.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should resume paying Len 
Carter for cleaning the bus shelter and maintaining the area around the parish notice 
board, since the work was being done on his behalf while he recuperates.  

• Donation to Chapel for room hire - it was agreed to make a donation to the Methodist 
church of £250 in lieu of rent for use of the Sunday School room over the past two 
years.   Proposed by Councillor Lee, seconded by Councillor Stevens and carried 8 
votes in favour with one abstention. 

• Donation to Cornwall Blind Association – A letter had been received requesting a 
donation.   It was thought that several parishioners had benefitted from the work of the 
Association.  A donation of £100 was proposed by Councillor Freeman, seconded by 
Councillor Collins and carried 9 votes in favour. 

• Payments Schedule  Approval of the schedule of payments, totalling £494.85, was 
proposed by Councillor Clifton, seconded by Councillor Stevens and carried 9 votes in 
favour. 

• Budget for 2015/16 and setting of Precept- the Finance Committee had recommended 
an increase to the parish precept from £13,500 to £13,770, an increase of 2%, the first 
for three years.  Acceptance of this recommendation was proposed by Councillor 
Trewin, seconded by Councillor Lee and carried 9 votes in favour. 

• Risk Assessment - an updated risk assessment had been produced by the Clerk, 
which was amended by the last meeting of the Finance Committee and recommended 
for approval by the Council.  Councillor Collins queried whether the measures taken to 
backup the Council's computer data online were sufficient to protect against loss at the 
Clerk's residence.  The Council felt that login details to the online data should be 
shared with the Chairman and Vice Chairman in case anything happened to the Clerk.   
Councillor Green will discuss the online backup arrangements with the Clerk.   Action: 
Councillor Green.   Adoption of the updated Risk Assessment was proposed by 
Councillor Lee, seconded by Councillor Fleetwood and carried 9 votes in favour. 
 

11. Correspondence:  

• Bus Stop - Councillor Preston reported Coastline's refusal to allow the bus stop to be 
on the proposed green area at the turning into Glebe Place and Cormac's intention to 
propose re-siting it on the road opposite the entrance to Mundy's Field.  It was felt this 
would be unpopular with parishioners and Councillor Preston agreed to discuss the 
issues with Cormac and Coastline.  Action: Councillor Preston. 

• Steamer's House and Fort York - Councillor Freeman reported that Cornwall Council 
have again refused our nomination of these as assets of community value as they are 
currently used only by members of the fishing community.  It was agreed that it is not 
worth pursuing the matter further as both properties already carry covenants requiring 
community use, but the possibility of their being owned by the Parish Council should 
be discussed at the next meeting.  
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12. Footpaths, environment and treewardens:  

 
• Footpath 43 (Gwendreath to Kuggar) -   Councillor Preston reported that a stretch of 

about 100 metres needs cutting back.  He will ask the owner of the adjoining land if he 
is about to cut it back.  If not, he will ask our contractor to do so as an extra job at a 
cost less than £50.  Action: Councillor Preston. 
 

• Footpath 1 (“Five fields”) -   a blackthorn hedge is growing over the path at one of the 
stiles and will be cut back. 
 

• Todden erosion -   Councillor Preston has asked a contractor to look at the site with a 
view to possibly reinforcing the bank with caged netting as at the lifeboat house. 
Councillor Lee reported that a sign “Surfers against Sewage” has appeared on the 
Todden without prior consultation.  He agreed to contact the organisation and request 
removal.  Action: Councillor Lee. 
 

• Fly tipping at Thorny Cliff -   Councillor Preston reported fly tipping of electronic 
equipment at Thorny Cliff, Kuggar.  He will try to remove it.  Action: Councillor 
Preston. 
 

• Kuggar pump site - the site has been cleared and swept, in consultation with local 
residents.  Councillor Green was asked to investigate whether the site can be 
registered as common land and if this is the case, to commence the registration 
process.  Action: Councillor Green. 
 

• Mundy's Field car park - Councillor Preston reported at the end of his month's 
inspection duty.  There have been one or two instances of overnight parking but no 
serious breaches of rules. 

 
13. In Committee:  

• No items were discussed in committee.  

  
The meeting closed at 9.40pm. 
      CHAIR ................................................................................... 

12 January 2015 


