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Minutes of the December Monthly Meeting of the Grade Ruan Parish Council held on Monday 12 
December 2011 at 7.30pm in the Sunday School Room of the Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel 
 
Present: Councillors P Collins (Chairman), J Trewin (Vice-Chairman), R Curnow, J Preston, P Freeman, C 
Cooper, M Fleetwood, M Alford, W Elliott, N Green and six Members of the Public. 

1.   Apologies and Absence: no apologies had been received from Councillor Codling. 

2.   Declarations of Interest: no declarations of interest were made at the outset of the meeting. 

3.   Public Time: the Members of the Public present were attending to be updated as to what is 
happening about the unauthorised residential use of the Mundy’s Field Car Park. 
 
Since the Parish Council’s November meeting a new updated sign had been erected and a site 
meeting had been held which the Chairman and Councillor Alford had attended although it was 
emphasised this was for information purposes only and not specifically as representatives of the 
Parish Council. 
 
The Members of the Public commented they were pleased to see the new sign had been dealt with 
so quickly after the last meeting, although residents were not necessarily agreed on the form of 
wording. It was felt the site meeting held was unrepresentative as a number of residents were not 
present. They were asked if they felt it would be of benefit to call a meeting to specifically discuss 
the matter, but this was not furthered. 
 
It was reported that people had been living in the caravan again, albeit intermittently. 
 
Councillors had referred this to PCSO Berry who had advised on the limitations on the Police in 
these circumstances but had asked patrolling officers to pay additional attention to the Car Park, 
particularly on weekend and night shifts, but as resources are increasingly limited she requested 
that parishioners phone the 101 number to report overnight stays in the Car Park to the Police 
when it is happening. 
 
The Parish Council requested that parishioners phoned the Police promptly when these situations 
arose and to also notify the Parish Council so it could identify the extent of the problem. 

4.   Police Report: PCSO Berry sent her apologies but had sent a report to say two crimes had been 
reported during November and both were currently under investigation. 
 
She also reminded parishioners to be increasingly aware of security on homes, outbuildings and 
vehicles, especially over the Christmas period. 

5.   Cornwall Councillor's Time: Councillor Rule had sent her apologies but wished the Parish Council a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

6.   Minutes for acceptance:  

7.   Planning:. PA11/07494 – erection of summerhouse at Lofty's Cottage, 5 Ruminella View, Cadgwith, 
Ruan Minor by Mr R Keen. 
 
It was commented this application was not accessible on Cornwall Council’s website. 
 
Councillor Freeman proposed the application be supported, Councillor Cooper seconded. All in 
favour. 
 
PA11/09762 – demolition of dwelling and construction of two dwellings at Parc Vean, Kuggar, Ruan 
Minor by Mr Adrian Punter 
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Councillor Fleetwood proposed the application be supported, Councillor Freeman seconded – all in 
favour.  
 
PA11/09871 – installation of solar photovoltaic array and associated equipment(may affect a public 
right of way) at Gwavas Jersey Farm, Ruan Minor by E-tricity Ltd 
 
The Chairman proposed the Parish Council agree in principle with the concept of the proposal but 
the site is very close to the road and the screening is inadequate. The Parish Council would prefer 
to see the panels located elsewhere in a less visible position. Should the development proceed as 
presented the Parish Council strongly advises adequate screening be incorporated. Councillor 
Cooper seconded – all in favour. 
 
Correspondence was received and noted relating to:- 
PA11/09072 – discharge of s106 agreement attached to PA93/00683/F, Skyber Treal, Ruan Minor, Mr 
M Parsons 
PA11/08240 – erection of domestic outbuilding, Caerleon Cottage, Mr J Tham 
 
There was a planning application for a wind turbine at Bruggan PA11/08374 showing on the 
Cornwall Council’s website, but the Parish Council had not been notified. 

8.  a.  Finance: Financial report was circulated. VAT payment of £825.24 had been received. 

 b.  Finance committee report – a draft budget for the year 2012/13 was circulated.  
 
The claim was yet to be submitted for the Local Maintenance Partnership. 
 
The recommendation from the Committee that there be no increase in the precept for the next 
financial year and it remain at £13 500.00.  

 c.  Precept 2012/13 – The Chairman proposed the precept for the financial year 2012/13 be set at 
£13500.00, the Vice-Chairman seconded – all in favour. 

 d.  Requests for donations were received from the Royal British Legion, Victim Support and Homestart 
Kernow. 
 
Councillor Green proposed a donation of £100.00 to the Royal British Legion, Councillor Cooper 
seconded – all in favour. 

 e.  Councillor Elliott proposed a donation of £150.00 to Victim Support, Councillor Cooper seconded – 
all in favour. 

 f.  Councillor Fleetwood proposed a donation of £50.00 to Homestart, the Chairman seconded – all in 
favour. 

 g.  Randle Thomas Solicitors – accounts were received for the work conducted on the change of 
addresses for the service of notices in respect of properties owned by the Parish Council at the 
Recreation Ground, land on the south side of Prazegooth Lane, Public Convenience at Ruan Minor, 
Public Convenienced at New Road, Cadgwith and the Public Conveniences at Kennack Sands. 

 h.  Registration of the Todden – Councillor Green had enquired of Randle Thomas the costs of 
registering the Todden at a nominal value of £1.00 and advised this would be £120 plus £40 for the 
Land Registry fees. It was unlikely a first registration of The Island would be successful as there was 
insufficient documentation available to support an application. 
 
The Chairman proposed the Parish Council proceed with the registration of The Todden, Councillor 
Cooper seconded – all in favour.  

 i.  Councillor Green also suggested a replacement sign be obtained for the Todden as the existing sign 
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had become illegible. He presented a proposed design for the sign which was acceptable. 
Councillor Curnow to organise the preparation of the new sign with Alligator Signs. 
 
The Parish Council expressed their thanks to Councillors Curnow and Green for their respective 
work regarding the replacement signs for Mundy’s Field Car Park and The Todden. 

 j.  Renewal of shredded bark in Play Area – the bark around the play equipment was seriously 
depleted and in poor repair. Councillor Fleetwood proposed Cornflower Garden Services be 
instructed to obtain replacement bark, the Chairman seconded – all in favour.  

 k.  Schedule of Payments – the Chairman proposed the items on the Schedule of Payments be paid, 
Councillor Curnow seconded – all in favour. 

 l.  Councillor Preston had been requesting quotes for the trimming of overhanging branches by the 
Church and part of the Coastal Path on Footpath 24. One quote had been received from Cornflower 
Garden Services for £100. 
 
The Chairman proposed the quote from Cornflower Garden Services be accepted, Councillor 
Preston seconded – all in favour. 

 m.  Estimates for replacement fencing around the Play Area had been obtained. Councillor Elliott 
declared an interest and withdrew from this part of the meeting. 
 
Estimates received from Matthew Hendy for £1280.00 + VAT, and Chas Deacon Builders £1197.60 + 
VAT. 
 
Councillor Fleetwood proposed the Parish Council accept the estimate from Chas Deacon Builders, 
Councillor Cooper seconded – all in favour. 

9.  a.  
 
 

Matters arising from the Minutes: First registration of land – this had been adequately dealt with 
under Finance. 

 b.  Casual vacancy – the vacancy had been advertised. 

 c.  Village Green – copies of a plan supplied by Coastline Housing of the grassed areas in Glebe Place 
that incur a service charge were circulated. Coastline Housing are willing to consider any offers by 
the Parish Council to take over the grassed areas. 
 
It was suggested that the Parish Council either buy the grassed areas for a nominal sum or lease 
them at a peppercorn rent. 
 
Before taking any responsibility for this the Parish Council require assurance from Coastline 
Housing that charges in respect of grass cutting will be eliminated from the tenant’s service charge. 
It is understood some elements of the service charge relates to facilities provided by Coastline 
which Grade Ruan parishioners do not receive any benefit and this needs to be clarified. 
 
The Parish Council would also require confirmation as to what conditions Coastline would impose 
on a transfer. 

 d.  Mundy’s Field Car Park – the replacement sign was installed, however the enforceability of some of 
the clauses within it were questionable. To be put on the Agenda for the next meeting. 
 
At the meeting convened by some residents, Councillor Alford had prepared a report. Councillor 
Cooper took the hard copy, Clerk to request the electronic copy from Councillor Alford and email to 
the other councillors. 
 
The implications of taking enforcement action needed to be investigated. 
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 e.  Sign at Worvas Farm – apparently Enforcement is to hold a site meeting in respect of this. 
Councillor Elliot to investigate. 

 f.  Cadgwith Car Park – Clerk to complete forms for registration. 

 g.  Martha’s Acre – is it worth registering this land as an agricultural holding? 

 h.  Play Area – a rota needs to be established for regular inspections. 

 i.  BT – no response had been received about complaint made in respect of the broken window and 
poor condition of the telephone kiosk. 

 j.  Stiles – Councillor Preston reported grants of 25% were available to landowners for maintaining 
stiles. 

 k.  S106 money – what can be done with this money? Clerk to follow up. 

 l.  Kuggar Bus Shelter – to be held over to next month for an update. 

 m.  Bus turning point in Ruan Minor – no response had been received in respect to the Clerk’s request 
for sight of the risk assessments conducted for turning in the village. 
 
Currently the bus is turning next to the Chapel. Local understanding is that when the Council 
houses were built part of the lane was bought by Kerrier District Council and part by the Chapel; it 
would appear the bus company is turning on a private road. 
 
Councillor Rule knows nothing about the possible cancellation of the service as suggested 
previously by Western Greyhound. 
 
It was suggested that the Clerk write to the Traffic Commissioner in Bristol to confirm where the 
designated termination point for the bus route is. 

10.  a.  Matters for consideration: Councillor Cooper proposed the Parish Council purchase suitable 
recording equipment for the purpose of recording Parish Council meetings. 
 
There was no seconder for the proposal so it was not carried. 

 b.  Terms of reference for Finance Committee and Staffing Committees – drafts had been prepared and 
to be considered further at the next Committee meetings. 

 c.  Expediting planning matters in meetings – it was felt to be helpful to have the plans laid out prior to 
the Meeting for perusal before discussion in the Meeting. It was suggested the Clerk and 
Councillors arrive earlier, say 7.15pm to lay out and consider plans. 
 
Councillors were reminded that all applications could be viewed online on the Cornwall Council’s 
website and it would be beneficial if they did this prior to meetings. 
 
It was commented that the dialogue that had been conducted on some planning matters via email 
between Councillors prior to the Meeting had been very useful in the past month and had saved a 
lot of time. 
 
Councillors were reminded that although the dialogue had been useful, decisions were not to be 
made through email and had to be agreed at meetings. 

 d.  Village Hall representative – it was agreed to defer appointing a representative until the next 
Meeting, but in the meantime Councillor Curnow would be the Parish Council’s representative for 
the next couple of months. 

11.   Correspondence: the following items were received and noted 
  Letters received:- 
A Request for donation from Victim Support 
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  Emails received:- 
a.  Lists of planning applications, decisions and enforcement matters 
b.  Rural Services Network - newsletters 
c.  Kuggar Bus Shelter – emails between Councillors 
d.  CALC – Future of the Code of Conduct  
e.  Notts Sport – sales literature 
f.  Town & Parish Council Cornwall Coversations – Cornwall Council Budget online, can be viewed at 

www.cornwall.gov.uk  
g.  Cornwall Council (Off Street Parking Plans) Order 2012 
h.  Caerleon Cottage – emails between Councillors, planning officers and Cornwall Councillor Rule 
i.  Paul Jackson – website design 
j.  Mike Henson – website design 
k.  Various emails re land registration 
l.  Sustainable Government newsletters 
m.  Statement from Cornwall Council re Secretary of States decision to appeal a High Court judgement 

re proposed development for incinerator at St Dennis 
n.  Councillor Rule – Neighbourhood Planning and Cornwall Core Strategy 
o.  Councillor Rule – Cabinet recommends budget to help protect services and economic growth in 

Cornwall without the need for any new savings. 
p.  Councillor Rule – sewage smells on road at Predannack 
q.  Queries re Christmas Shopping Trip 
r.  Healthwatch Engagement Event 28/29 November and 1 December 
s.  Sign on the Todden 
t.  Councillor Rule – grant applications 
u.  Christmas Collection Arrangements for waste and recycling 
v.  Renewable Energy Network – vote for network in Wadebridge 
w.  Russell Play – sales literature 
x.  Play area – restoring chipping surface 
y.  Market Mill 
z.  Community Network Panel Meeting 
aa.  Fields in Trust – survey results 
bb.  Cornwall Councillor Rule – Leader message to Members  
cc.  Helston & Lizard Community Network Panel Meeting 25/11/2011 
dd.  Kompan – sales literature 
ee.  Rezolve – training for teenagers 
ff.  Message from Alec Robertson – Leader of Cornwall Council  
gg.   Draft Terms of Reference for committees   

 

12.   Footpaths, Environment and Treewarden: the footpath trimming contract needs to be reviewed. 
The one year probationary period was nearly over. No complaints had been received. 
 
Councillor Fleetwood proposed a meeting of the Footpath Committee be held to review this. 
 
It was reported the middle stile on the five stile path leading to Treal was in very poor condition. 
Footpath schedules to be checked as to whether this path is included for maintenance at the 
Committee meeting. 
 
The Chairman proposed the following part of the Meeting be held ‘in committee’, the Vice 
Chairman seconded – all in favour. 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN........................................................ 
08/12/2012 
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