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Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School Room of 
the Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel on Tuesday 29 April 2014 from 7.30pm 
 
Present:  Parish Councillors J Preston (Chair), N Green (Vice-Chair), P Freeman, J Lee, S Stephens, Clerk J Castle  
and 1 Member of the Public ( Claire Bollard) 
 

1. Absences and apologies : Councillors P.Collins, C. Cooper, M. Fleetwood ,J Trewin 
 

2. Declarations of interest:  There were no declarations of interest 
 

3. Public time:  Ms Bollard expressed her concerns regarding the nomination of the Village Shop 
and Post Office under the Right to Bid Scheme. She is the owner and manager of the shop 
and feels that effectively having a charge on the property would cause problems if 
circumstances arose which would necessitate a quick sale of the business. The rights under 
the Scheme mean that a sale could be delayed for up to 6 months. She also explained that the 
post office contract is with her personally and she can withdraw from this if she chooses and 
the Post Office would then seek to find an alternative location in the village. Therefore, if the 
Ruan Minor shop is deemed worth nominating ( rather than the shops in Cadgwith) because of 
the post office, this is a false premise. 
 Although she has no plans to sell the shop, the possible impact of the Right to Bid nomination 
is a distraction that she doesn’t need. Although she is aware of the compensation scheme for 
any loss suffered as a result of the Scheme, she noted that this procedure is not yet clear. Ms 
Bollard stressed that the future of the shop is dependent upon support from the community. 
Councillor Freeman responded that the concern of the Parish Council is that, if not protected, 
the shop could be sold to someone who would simply run the business down and then apply 
for residential use. The Parish Council or any village organisation would buy it for the benefit of 
the community, possible using a loan from the Public Works Loan Board. Councillor Preston 
did express concerns about nominating an asset where someone resides and also about 
causing hassle for a member of the community. 
 

4. Matters for Consideration: The Chairman reported that the Right to Bid nomination deadline 
for the 3 properties under consideration, where objections had been voiced, had been 
extended to 1 May . 

• Ruan Minor Post Office and Spar shop – it was noted that there were bound to be 
conflicts between the personal interests of individual parishioners and the interests of 
the community as a whole. Although discussions over a period of time regarding the 
assets to be included in the Right to Bid nominations were minuted , it was 
acknowledged that there had been no detailed discussions with parishioners and the 
Council could have publicised this item more and with greater transparency. 
It was proposed by Councillor Lee that the Shop is withdrawn from the nominations list 
and seconded by Councillor Stephens. Carried 3 votes to 2. 

• Ruan Minor Methodist Hall – Councillor Freeman reported that he had not contacted 
the owner, Mr Barrie Cook, in advance of the nomination, but he had met with him 
since. Although Mr Cook had objected by letter, it is not clear if he intends to make a 
formal appeal. There was a suggestion that extra stress affecting health might be the 
basis of the objection. Although currently used as an artists’ studio, it was considered 
that the hall could be of great use to the community e.g. for the under 5s and therefore 
this perceived future use makes it appropriate for a Right to Bid nomination. It was 
noted that the Parish Council can re-submit an application at any time, but once a 
nomination has been accepted, it stays on the list for 5 years and the Parish Council 
cannot withdraw it until then .However, Cornwall Council can decide to withdraw it 
within the time period. 
Councillor Freeman proposed the Parish Council does not withdraw its nomination of 
the Methodist Hall and this was seconded by Councillor Green. Carried 5 votes to 0. 

• St Rumon’s Church, Ruan Minor –it was agreed that the church (with the attached 
churchyard) is definitely a community asset. 
Councillor Preston proposed the Parish Council does not withdraw its nomination of St 
Rumon’s Church and this was seconded by Councillor Lee. Carried 5 votes to 0. 
 

The Clerk was asked to notify Jamie Hendy of the Council’s decisions. ACTION:Clerk 
 

The meeting closed at 8.25 pm. 
      CHAIR ...............................................................................  

                                                          12 May 2014 


