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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School Room 
of the Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel on Monday 12 May from 7.30pm 
 
Present:  Parish Councillors J Preston (Chair), N Green (Vice-Chair), P Collins, M Fleetwood, P Freeman, J 
Lee, S Stephens, J Trewin, Cornwall Councillor C Rule, Clerk J Castle  
and 20 Members of the Public  
 

1. Absences and apologies:  Parish Councillor C Cooper, PCSO Julia Berry 
 

2. Declarations of interest:  Councillor Lee declared an interest in item 7, re Primrose Cottage.  
 

3. Public time:   
• A number of people expressed concerns about the re-siting of the bus stop. The 

Chairman reported that the draft proposal had come from Cornwall Council and had 
been referred to the Parish Council. Mrs Mandy Eustice objected to the re-siting at the 
entrance to Glebe Place as this would have a severe impact on visibility. She queried 
why the bus could not reverse into Mundy’s Field and park up for pick-up and drop-off. 
Mark Outen stated that the current positioning is fine and just requires parking 
restrictions near to the school and the issue of penalty fines. Danny Meek supported 
the use of parking restrictions. Mrs Butcher asked why those who parked and caused 
difficulties for buses did not use the nearby pubic car park. 

• Mr Dunmall, of Bodrigy Lodge, expressed concern as to why he had not been informed 
that a planning matter in relation to his property was on the agenda of a previous 
meeting.  In the Grade Ruan Gazette, it had been stated that the building was a chalet 
and implied it was in the conservation area and yet neither of these statements is 
correct. He requested that a retraction is made in next month’s issue or he will take 
legal action. He reported that when the trees had to come down, they had removed a 
number of sheds on the property and he was now being criticised for putting up a tool 
shed. He explained that an assistant of Lee Viner (Enforcement Officer) had visited 
and viewed the shed and suggested that he put in for planning permission at some 
point. Mr Dunmall pointed out that they had always come to the Parish Council when 
seeking permission to build on their property in the past. He stated that the shed will 
be painted green to blend in. Finally he said that they were seriously considering 2 
offers he had received for 2 acres of his land with building potential 

• Mrs Mandy Eustice – queried the allocation of local housing.  
• Colin Thomas of Primrose Cottage wanted to reassure the meeting that his planning 

application, which has been approved, is purely for ancillary accommodation for 
visiting friends and family, with no cooking facilities and no intention of being let out. 

• Mr Horace Stone wished it recorded in the minutes that they had changed the name of 
their property known as Long Alley to the original Cornish – Karn An Megor. He 
wished his family’s long involvement in the Parish and on the Lizard to be recorded. 
 

4. Police report:  In the absence of PCSO Berry, the Clerk read out her report. During April there 
had been 3 reported crimes. 
 

5. Cornwall Councillor's time:   Councillor C Rule reported that she was still awaiting costings 
on the storm damage, which she would then pass on. It was noted that Cornwall Council is still 
fighting for central government funds. 
She reminded councillors that there is a Town Council and Parish Council Summit at County 
Hall on Tuesday 13 May. 
 
Councillor Rule reported that Cornwall Council are concerned about the impact of welfare 
reforms on our communities and were re-launching its relief measures. Any parishioner with 
concerns should get in touch. 
 
The county is in dire need of more foster carers and there is an event on 21 May from 6pm to 8 
pm at County Hall to promote this. 
 
John Clements, a former high ranking police officer with extensive experience in child 
protection, has been appointed as the new Independent Chair of the Cornwall and Isles of 
Scilly Safeguarding Children Board. 
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Councillor Rule also reminded the Parish Council that she now has funds for this year in her 
community pot. 
 
 

6. Minutes for acceptance:  
Annual Parish Meeting - the minutes of the annual parish meeting held on 14 April had been 
circulated. Councillor Freeman proposed the minutes of 14 April 2014 be accepted and 
Councillor Green seconded .Carried 8 votes to 0. 
 
Monthly Parish Meeting – the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 14 April had been 
circulated. A number of amendments were made. It was proposed by Councillor Preston and 
seconded by Councillor Freeman that the amended minutes be accepted. Carried 7 votes for 
and 1 abstention. 
 
Extraordinary Parish Meeting – the minutes of the meeting held on 29 April had been 
circulated. It was proposed by Councillor Lee and seconded by Councillor Stephens that the 
minutes be accepted. Carried 4 votes for and 3 abstentions 
 
 

7. Planning:  
 
PA14/02413  - Eglos Farm, Ruan Minor. It was noted that this application had been refused. 
 
PA14/03166– Land at Ruminella View, Cadgwith. It was noted that this was notified on the day 
of the April monthly meeting and there had been no time to include it on the agenda. The 
timing of the 3-week consultation window was such that the matter needed to be discussed at 
this meeting and could not be deferred.  3 letters of complaint were received after the meeting, 
but the Council had made its decision bearing in mind all the complaints of residents made 
during the previous application. 
	  
PA14/02828 –  Chy An Deylek. It was noted that the removal of the condition with regard to 
fishing had been refused. 

 
PA14/03293– Primrose Cottage Ruan Minor Helston TR12 7LR .This application had been 
approved before the Parish Council had the opportunity to respond. It was noted that the Clerk 
could have contacted the Planning Officer and requested an extra week to tie in with the 
monthly meeting. Councillor Rule reported that the planning department had to work to strict 
deadlines but would chase up with Kevin Moseley why the notification to the Parish Council 
was so late 

 
It was noted that the designation of Ebenezer’s Triangle as Common Land by the Planning 
Directorate had not been notified to the Parish Council. 
 

8. Finance: 
 
It was noted that separate meetings of both the Finance and the Footpaths committees were 
required before the next monthly meeting. 
 

• Financial Report – the report was noted 
• Internet Banking – it was confirmed that the 2 signatories’ procedure does operate. 
• Payments Schedule – the renewal of the insurance policy is now due. The addition of 

the War Memorial ( with quotes from stonemasons of c£25,000 - £35,000) to the policy 
was discussed but in view of the premium increase of £368 it was decided that this 
item would not be added to the cover as the likelihood of total destruction was slight. 
Councillor Freeman proposed that the offer of a 5% premium reduction for a 3 year 
commitment be taken up and Councillor Green seconded. Carried 7 votes for and 1 
abstention. 
The Payments Schedule, with a revised insurance premium of £1227.77 for the 
insurance renewal was proposed for approval by Councillor Fleetwood and seconded 
by Councillor Freeman and seconded by Councillor Collins. Carried 7 votes for and 1 
abstention. 
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9. Matters arising from the minutes: 
 

• Former Church of Ruan Major St Rumonus- the Chairman reported that a tree surgeon 
had now provided a quote for dealing with the tree in the tower and this has been 
passed on to Truro. He is currently following up on possible grants form Cornwall 
Heritage Trust re the preservation of the tower.  
 

• Storm Damage – the Chairman reported that they are getting quotes to submit to 
Maxine Hardy. He would also look at the recovery funding scheme for small ports. 
ACTION: Chairman 
 

• Shed at Bodrigy Lodge – it was noted that the Parish Council had been advised that 
the building fails to meet AONB guidelines & that a planning application will be coming 
through in due course. It was noted that there had been a complaint about how we 
minuted the information we had at the time. A brief statement would be drafted for the 
Gazette to clarify the situation, but the minutes of the March meeting cannot be 
amended as they reflect what was said. ACTION: Chairman 
 

• Bus Stop Consultation  - the Chairman noted that concerns had been running for a 
number of years with regard to health & safety issues raised by the school with regard 
to the current location and requests for yellow lines had also been raised a number of 
times . Councillor Rule reported that there was no funding in the Highways budget for 
parking restrictions as all schemes across the county had to be prioritised. The re-
siting had also been a priority proposal in the Parish Plan. The residents of Mundy’s 
Field had raised objections when re-siting there was considered. 
The Chairman reported that Cormac had come up with funding to re-locate and the 
proposal was now under review and we are in the pre-consultation period. The Parish 
Council supports entering the next stage of consultation and will write to Cormac and 
ask for as full a consultation process as possible and notify them that many concerns 
have been voiced. The contact details for comment should be placed in the Gazette 
and possibly there should be a consultation meeting in the Village Hall. ACTION: 
Chairman / Clerk 
 
Councillor Rule reported that the bus company will no longer turn by the school at the 
school’s request.  
 
Finally, it was noted that the site earmarked for the re-sited bus stop belongs to 
Coastline and therefore a licence would be needed from them. 
 

• Lizard Adventure – the Chairman agreed to contact them in view of their request to 
attend a meeting. ACTION: Chairman 
 

• Local Needs Housing – copies of the Local Lettings Plan had been provided by 
Coastline and they reported that they had advertised and advised on the available 
properties in the new development in a number of ways. Concern was expressed that 
there had been a number of negative rumours and this indicated a communication 
problem with Coastline, which maybe resulted from dealing with a block of housing 
rather than individual properties. It is vital that the criteria are clearly understood. 
Councillor Rule reported that the Homechoice Register worked well and explained that 
Glebe Place is an old scheme based on need rather than local connections, whereas 
the new development at Higher Moor must be local need. It was queried why the 
Parish Council was not consulted on the Local Lettings Plan and it was suggested that 
Alison John’s offer to attend a Parish Council meeting should be taken up. ACTION: 
Clerk 
 
 

• Old council house ( number 1) at Kuggar – Coastline had reported that this was 
unsuitable for re-letting and would be sold on the open market and the funds recycled 
into local needs development. It was note that this was still a loss of affordable 
housing in the Parish. A request that the funds come to this Parish should be made. 
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ACTION: Clerk 
 

• Housing Plan Consultation Document – it was noted that individual could respond to 
this but that Councillor Freeman would be putting together a Parish Council response 
as well. ACTION: Councillor Freeman 
 

• Grass Cutting at Glebe Place – Coastline had written to say that since the original 
contact back in 2012, and the subsequent delay, they are no longer considering  
disposing of the land at Glebe Place. In view of this, the Clerk was asked to write to 
Joanne Morris at Coastline expressing our concerns about the unfair burden placed on 
those occupants who still rent and asking for clarification as to how the cost is 
determined and reassurance that the situation will not become even more unfair. 
ACTION: Clerk. If no progress is made, the Parish Council might consider providing 
hardship grants. 
 
In view of this decision, it was proposed by Councillor Green and seconded by 
Councillor Collins that we start the process to register the land as Village Green. 
Carried 8 to 0. ACTION: Councillor Green 
 

• Right to Bid – it was noted that the list is to be included in the minutes of the April 
meeting 
 

• Romans’’ Rest – it was noted that this is only a marketing name and will not be used in 
the postal address. Signage will be removed when all the houses are sold. 
 

• Parking Restrictions in Cadgwith- in view of the negative response from the Highways 
Department, due to the cost of a Traffic Regulation Order to amend parking 
restrictions, it was agreed to keep this matter under review. 
 

• Emergency Plan – this is under review by the Chairman. ACTION: Chairman 
 

• Parish Council Seal – Councillor Green proposed that the written motion to amend the 
Standing Orders for the use of the seal was adopted. Councillor Lee seconded. 
Carried  8 to 0 
 

10. Matters for consideration: 
 

• Renewal of Small Works Contract – Andrew Lewis of Cornflower Garden Services had 
provided new rates for the 2 year renewal of his contract. It was proposed by 
Councillor Freeman and seconded by Councillor Green that the new rates be accepted 
and Mr Lewis notified accordingly. ACTION : Clerk 
 

• Ruan Minor Surgery – there had been a meeting with Neil Stevens, Practice Manager. 
The work on the floor has been done but the work regarding a disabled loo is still 
being quoted for. The potential costs of the works at the surgery were discussed. 
 

• Playground Safety – in view of the Inspection Report the Play Area Committee needs 
to meet urgently particularly as it is an insurance requirement that we need to act on 
the recommendations. ACTION : Chairman 
 
 

11. Correspondence: nothing further to discuss. 
 

12. Footpaths, environment and treewardens:  
• A letter was received regarding Giant Hogweed and it was agreed that Councillor 

Stephens would monitor this. ACTION: Councillor Stephens 
 

• A query had been received as to whether the footpath past Ledra Mill could be 
scraped off and it was agreed that the Footpaths Committee would look at this. It was 
thought by some councillors that work had been done on the path in installing a hard 
surface and that this is now buried beneath the mud.	   ACTION: Footpaths 
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Committee 
 

 
• A resident would like to concrete a section of the path near St Mary’s Church. The 

Chairman agreed to look into this with Hamish Gordon. It was noted that a gulley 
would be required for the run-off. Action: Chairman 
 

• The Mission had indicated that they would donate funds for work on Sharkey’s path. 
Cormac had provided a costing of £1680 plus VAT. Councillor Trewin agreed to 
pursue this further and request a formal approach from the Mission. ACTION 
:Councillor Trewin 
 
 

• Visibility – the need to cut back foliage either side of exits onto the main Lizard road 
was discussed and the Chairman agreed to chase up when this would be cut. 
ACTION: Chairman 

 
13. In Committee: 

 
It was agreed that the next part of the meeting be held in 'closed' session.  

  
The meeting closed at 10.10 pm. 
 
      CHAIR ............................................................................... 
      

9 June 2014 


