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Minutes of the January Monthly Meeting of Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School Room 
of the Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel on Monday 14 January 2013 at 7.30pm.  
 
Present: Parish Councillors P Collins (Chair), J Preston (Vice Chair), J Trewin, P Freeman, N Green, C Cooper, 
A Humby, M Alford, M Fleetwood and one Member of the Public. 
 
There was a minutes silence in respect of the death of Desmond Julian, a much respected former Parish 
Councillor and Chairman of the Grade Ruan Parish Council 
1.  Absences and Apologies: apologies were received from Councillors W Elliott and R Curnow. These 

apologies were accepted. 
 
Apologies were also received from Cornwall Councillor C Rule. 

2.  Declarations of Interest: there were no declarations of interest. 

3.  Public Time: there were no items for discussion under Public Time. 

4.  Police Report: PCSO Berry was unable to attend the meeting but had sent a report to advise there 
had been no crimes reported in the Parish during December 2012. 

5.  Cornwall Councillor's Time:  Cornwall Councillor Rule had sent her apologies. 

6.  Minutes for acceptance: the Minutes having been circulated subject to some amendments were 
signed as a true and correct record. 

7.  Planning: the applicant’s agent Mr R Bray was present at the meeting and gave the Parish Council 
some background information as to the current and proposed use of the following two applications. 
 
PA12/12012 – erection of extension and internal alterations incorporating roof lights at Seaview, 
Ruan Minor by Mr N Robertson. 
 
Councillor Freeman proposed this application be supported, Councillor Fleetwood seconded – all in 
favour. 
 
Resolved that Grade Ruan Parish Council support this application 

b.  PA12/12037 – proposed new access and garage at Seaview, Ruan Minor by Mr N Robertson. 
 
Councillor Green proposed the Parish Council object to the application in its current form, Councillor 
Preston seconded – all in favour. 
 
Resolved that:  
Grade Ruan Parish Council objects to this application in its current form. Although the Parish Council 
can see the necessity for proper access and garaging at the property, it is concerned at the scale of 
the development and therefore recommends should this application be supported by Cornwall 
Council that permitted development rights be removed from the remainder of the development land 
and a reduction in scale be negotiated. Concerns have also been expressed in respect of the 
following:- 'The proposal lies in open land outside the development boundary 'Visual impact of the 
development from the public footpath and public highway (New Road) 'No provision has been made 
for screening and possible felling of trees  

c.  PA12/11547 – retention of 1.8m x 1.2m pole mounted sign on adjacent entrance at height of 
2.5m(advertisement consent) at Worvas Farm, Ruan Minor by Mr J Bennetts 
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The Chair proposed the Parish Council object to this application on the same grounds cited for 
refusal for the previous application which had been refused by Cornwall Council. Councillor Trewin 
seconded – all in favour. 
 
Resolved : 
Grade Ruan Parish Council objects to this application on the same grounds as stated in a previous 
application relating to this proposed development which was refused under application no. 
PA12/04064 which stated: 'The proposed signage, as a result of its form, scale and location, would 
have a detrimental visual impact on the character and appearance of this area of open countryside, 
in particular the areas designation as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and an Area of Great 
Scientific Value contrary to the aims and intentions of Saved Policies 1 and 2 of the Cornwall 
Structure Plan 2004 and paragraphs 60, 61, 64, 109 and 115 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework 2012 and PD8 and GP.08.2 of the Cornwall Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
Management Plan 2011-2016'  

d.  Coth Lytherva - It has been observed a significant amount of development work is being conducted 
at the property known as Coth Lytherva, Cadgwith, Ruan Minor. An application for development was 
approved under application PA12/00773, however, it is felt the development has increased 
substantially in size and shape compared to what was originally presented in the planning 
application. 
 
Clerk to refer to Enforcement. 

e.  PA09/01204 – retention of chalet at Gwealgooth Farm - it was queried whether Condition 1 of the 
planning condition on the approval for this application has been complied with.  
 
Clerk to refer to planning. 

8.  Finance: the financial report was circulated. 
 
Approval of payments as per schedule – the Chair proposed the items listed on the Schedule of 
Payments be paid, Councillor Cooper seconded – all in favour. 

b.  Online banking – the Clerk had registered for online banking and was awaiting the registration pack. 
 
Councillor Green had investigated alternative bank accounts for the Parish Council but is very 
difficult to find any that permit multiple authorisations and recommended the Parish Council remain 
with LloydsTSB plc. 
 
Operating procedures for online banking needed to be established. To be considered at the next 
Finance Committee Meeting. 

c.  Ruan Minor Surgery – the new lease had now completed. A back payment of £500.08 was due from 
the specified date in the Lease and the standing order for payment needed to be amended.  
 
Clerk to contact the Practice Manager to deal with this. 

9.  Matters arising from the Minutes: Play Area – Councillors Collins and Elliott had met with Charles 
Mant a play equipment provider to discuss improving the play area. Charles Mant was preparing 
some designs for consideration and costing. 
 
The Chair had also attended a training course relating to play areas at Mawnan Smith. An invoice 
would be received from Mawnan Smith Parish Council in due course. 
 
Details had been received from play equipment inspectors. 
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Councillor Freeman proposed N W Adams was appointed to conduct the play equipment inspection 
for the forthcoming year, Councillor Fleetwood seconded – all in favour. 
 
Resolved: Mr NW Adams be appointed to inspect the Parish Council’s play equipment. 

b.  Code of Conduct – a revised Code of Conduct for the Parish Council had been circulated with various 
options highlighted for amendment. 
 
Councillor Green proposed Option 2 be adopted re receiving gifts  
 
Councillor Cooper proposed Option 2.6.2 be implemented, Councillor Fleetwood seconded – 8 in 
favour, 1 abstention. 
 
Resolved: to implement option 2.6.2 
 
Clerk to amend master copy for approval at the next meeting. 
 
With the changes to the Code of Conduct CALC recommended Standing Orders be reviewed and 
amended to reflect the new code. It was felt it would be better to wait until CALC had completed 
their review and work with their updated version. 

c.  Rural Payments Agency – no information could be traced on the application. 

d.  Recycling credits – the Clerk had been making enquiries. SITA no longer had the recycling contract 
with Cornwall Council, this is now with Corey. SITA had requested confirmation of the total tonnage 
collected from the bank which the Clerk needed to obtain from Cornwall Council. 
 
It was also reported the recycling bank had been removed from Mundy’s Field Car Park. This should 
have been done in April when SITA’s contract expired however, it had only been removed during the 
week prior to this meeting. Recycling banks across the county have been reduced as it is felt there is 
less need for them with the new householder recycling collections and the availability of recycling 
points at more central locations such as supermarkets. 
 
If the Parish requires a recycling bank then a specific request will need to be made and there may be 
a charge to the Parish. 

e.  Poltesco Lane: this was discussed under Item 10 

f.  Youth Club: the Clerk had met with a Youth worker to discuss the possibility of a Youth Worker re-
establishing a Youth Club in the Parish. The advice given was: 
 
“Youth groups are notoriously difficult to work with, often wanting to move away from parents and 
assert their own independence and can be resistant to groups where parents or neighbours are 
helping. 
 
The Parish needs to identify exactly what the young people want. Different areas require different 
things. Do the young people actually want anything in the Parish when the bigger facilities and many 
of their school friends may be in the nearest town? Do they want a Youth Club?” 
 
 Examples of projects aimed at young people which have been successful in the Lizard Peninsula are; 
 

• Subsidised bus ticket to Helston during summer holidays because parents are working. 
• Bus running to and from Helston on a Saturday night.  
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There is a possibility if adequately evidenced the School minibus project could use this to support 
funding bids. 
 
It was strongly recommended the Parish Council should establish exactly how many young people 
are in the Parish and perform a consultation exercise to identify what they want. Once that is 
established, proposals can be drawn up and sources of funding identified. 
 
No response had been received to a request for establishing youth activities in The Gazette.  
 
It was suggested the Parish Council would be more successful communicating with the youth of the 
Parish via Facebook. 

g.  Glebe Place – a reply had been received to the Parish Council’s responses to Coastline’s proposals for 
a transfer of land at Glebe Place. 
 
Clerk to circulate copies of original proposals and the subsequent responses to be considered at the 
next meeting. 

h.  Burial plots at Treal – there had been no response from the Environment Agency. The Clerk had 
chased for a response. 

i.  Open well at Kennack – it was unknown what the outcome had been to the concerns raised earlier in 
the year by Mr M Ellis. Clerk to contact Lord Falmouth’s agents. 

10.  Matters for consideration: surface water and drain blockages in the Parish. 
 
It was been reported there is a significant pothole in the road leading from the village towards the 
Lizard - Helston main road, approximately 20 metres from Ebenezer Chapel which is felt to be 
dangerous. Clerk to report to Highways. 
 
South West Water was willing to send out one of their Field Service Technicians to meet with a 
representative of the Parish Council to look at the surface water at New Road, Cadgwith. Councillor 
Freeman was willing to meet with the Technician. 
 
Poltesco Lane – it was reported the drains would be cleared when the necessary machinery is 
available. 
 
It was reported that Mr David Vincent of Cornwall Council had visited the Parish recently to consider 
various issues raised by Parish Councillor Mrs Carol Cooper who was acting privately as a Member of 
the Public and not in her capacity as a Parish Councillor at Poltesco Lane and St Ruan Bridge. No 
information had been received as to the outcome of the visit. Clerk to contact D Vincent. 

11.  Correspondence:  
  Letters received:- 
a.  Correspondence relating to renewal of Ruan Minor Surgery lease 
  
  Emails received:- 
a.  Lists of planning applications, decisions and enforcement matters 
b.  CALC newsletter 
c.  Rural Services Network – newsletters 
d.  Councillor C Rule– Christmas Health Care/Christmas rubbish collection arrangements/ 
e.  Julie Girling MEP –newsletter 
f.  Helston & Lizard Community Network Panel Meeting – next meeting to be held 06/02/2013 at Helston  

Stop Shop to commence at 7:00pm. Minutes received for meeting 31/10/2012 
g.  Flood Protection Solutions – sales literature 
h.  BF Adventure Christmas Activities 
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i.  Journal of Local Planning – newsletter 
j.  Cornwall Rural Community Council: Workshops – Local character assessment 
k.  Signpost magazine 
l.  The Parking Shop – competition 
m.  Knowledge transfer event – reducing the cost of running community buildings 18/12/12 at Roche Victory 

Hall 
n.  Grade Ruan Gazette – appointment of Treasurer 
o.  A Hosking Highways – re Poltesco Lane 
p.  Council Tax excessive increase principles – capping not to be applied to Parish Council precepts for this 

financial year. 
q.  Fields in Trust – newsletter 
r.  Cornwall Council – summary of current consultations being undertaken. Councillor Freeman to email the 

Parish Council’s observations 
s.  Grade Ruan Community Trust – annual return to Charity Commissioners 
t.  Cornwall Waste Forum St Dennis Branch – update 
u.  Healthmatic Ltd – presentation to be held at Helston Town Council on 08/01/13 at 7:00pm 
v.  Police report for December 
w.  Coastline Housing – re transfer of Glebe Place 
x.  Westlink Design – re application due to come before Parish Council 

 

12.  Footpaths, Environment and Treewarden: condition of footpath from near St Ruan, past the 
pumping station. It is difficult to walk on the section through the woods as the path is in poor 
condition but people tend to use the metalled track to the pumping station. The grassy section is 
substantially waterlogged. It is impossible to ascertain the condition of the path as a whole at 
present due to the recent substantial rainfall and this will need to be done when it is drier. 
 
Rail and steps on the Todden – a Councillor reported the rail is solid and no need for action at this 
time. 
 
The Community Trust had ordered 105 trees for planting and suggested another 105 wetland trees 
be purchased for Martha’s Acre. 
 
Tree Wardens report – Councillor Preston reported he had received expressions of interest from 
parishioners to plant trees and was placing an order and it is likely an invoice would be received next 
month. 

13.  In committee: the Parish Council then went ‘in committee’.  
 
 
Meeting closed 10:56pm. 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN.................................................. 
11 March 2013 
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