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Minutes of the  Monthly Meeting of the of Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School Room of 
the Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel on Monday 14 October 2013 from 7:30pm  
 
Present: Parish Councillors J Preston (Chair), N Green (Vice Chair), J Trewin, C Cooper, M Alford,  

M Fleetwood, P Collins and Cornwall Councillor C Rule. 
 

1.  Absences and Apologies:  Parish Councillor P Freeman and PCSO Berry 

2.  Declarations of Interest:  
 Councillor Fleetwood declared an interest under Finance matters relating to the Chapel. 

3.  Public Time:  
Poltesco Mill 

Concerns were raised about development activity at Poltesco Mill.  
This was discussed under Item 7. 

 
Inquest Details 
 The details of the inquest into the death of a young person who had died in a cliff in 

Cadgwith during the summer had been published. This was discussed further under Item 12 
 

4.  Police Report:  
During September there were three crime reported to the Police: 

• Common assault and battery; 
This was dealt with by way of restorative disposal and the offender has made an apology. 

• There were also two thefts at Mullion Holiday Park;  
These crimes are still under investigation. 

 
The Police have been carrying out patrols outside Grade Ruan Primary School.    
A number of parents have been given verbal warnings as they were not wearing seat belts.    
 
Parishioners are reminded that not wearing a seat belt is an offence carrying the penalty of points on 
a driving licence and a £60 fine.   Over the next few weeks Police will be carrying out spot checks to 
ensure that drivers and passengers are wearing seat belts and issuing fixed penalty tickets if they are 
not.  
 
It has also come to the attention of the Police that cars are not being fitted with the appropriate 
child restraints.    This has been highlighted in the school newsletter this week.   
 
Child restraints must be used up until a child is 135 cm in height or their 12th birthday, whichever 
they reach first.    “Child restraints” is the collective term for: 
 

Baby Seats rear-facing for children up to 13 kgs  
(approximate age:  birth to 9 – 12 months) 

Child Seats forward facing for children 9 kgs to 18 kgs  
(approximate age:  9 months to 4 years) 

Booster Seats  for children 15 kgs and up  
(from approximately 4 years of age) 

Booster Cushion  for children from 22 kgs  
(from approximately 6 years) 

 
If in an emergency these restraints are not available then a child must use an adult belt in a rear seat 
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of a vehicle. 
 

5.  Cornwall Councillor's Time:  Cornwall Councillor Rule  
In summary recent publicity about a shortage of beds in the county had arisen from confusion over 
procedures from the Royal Cornwall Hospitals Trust where protocols had not been implemented to 
utilise empty beds located in other hospitals. 
 
There had been significant problems with the Orange mobile telephone coverage in the area;  
These were being addressed. 
 
Cornwall Councillor Rule encouraged the Parish Council to have input into the Community Network 
Consultation that is currently running. 
 
She reminded those present about the Community Fund and asked it be promoted in the Parish as it 
needs to be spent by the end of January 2014. 
 
Cornwall Councillor Rule is now Vice-Chair of the Devon and Cornwall Police Panel. 
 

6.  Minutes for acceptance:  
The minutes of the monthly meeting held in September had been circulated. 
Councillor Fleetwood proposed the minutes of 09/09/2013 be accepted subject to an amendment, 
Councillor Alford seconded – all in favour. 

Councillor Green proposed the Minutes under Item 12 held ‘in committee’ from the same monthly 
meeting of 09/09/2013 be approved, Councillor Trewin seconded – all in favour.  

7.  Planning: 
 
PA13/09147 – Extensions and alterations to include construction of pitched roof over flat roof utility, 
raised decking to south-east and roof terrace to south (This is an amended design from that 
approved under PA13/03260) at Malahat, Cadgwith, Ruan Minor by Mr Mark Wild. 
 

Councillor Fleetwood proposed the application be supported,  
Councillor Alford seconded – 6 in favour, 1 against. 
 
Resolved:   It was resolved to comment to Cornwall Council as follows: 

“Grade Ruan Parish Council supports this application” 
 
PA13/05552 – Erection of a dwelling and formation of parking area, including access of private road 
at Land at Ruminella View, Ruminella View, Cadgwith, Ruan Minor by Mrs G Holyer  
 
 It was reported that this application had been withdrawn prior to the meeting. 
 
Poltesco Mill  

It was reported that works were being undertaken at this property which is thought to be 
listed and the Parish Council is unaware whether Listed Building consents had been issued 
for these works.   To be referred to Enforcement. 

 
National Trust 
 The National Trust has offered to come and speak to the Council about its work in the area. 
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Coastline development at Glebe Place 
Queries had been raised about an area that it was thought to have been set aside for a play area 
within the development but has now been tarmacked. 
 
Chair to raise enquiries with planning to clarify if any amendments had been made to the original 
design that had been presented to the Parish Council.  

 
 

8.  Finance:  
 
Financial report 

Copies of the bank reconciliation and the income and expenditure reports were circulated.  
 

 Approval of payments as per schedule  
 An invoice had been received for the supply of Christmas trees over a number of years. 
 This to be held over to the next meeting in order that the facts can be checked against 
 previous Christmas tree invoices. 
 
 Councillor Cooper proposed a donation of £250 be made towards the staging of a 
 pantomime that is being organised in the Parish, Councillor Trewin seconded – all in favour. 
 
 Subject to the amendments above the Schedule of Payments was approved. 
 
Budget 2014-15 
 The Chairman reminded those present that they would need to start planning the budget for 
 the forthcoming financial year 2014-15 and requested that the grant for Parish tree planting 
 that had been agreed in previous years be continued 
 
 Chairman to put an article in the Gazette to ask if parishioners wanted any items to be 
 considered. 
 

 Internet banking 
  It has transpired that all the signatories on the account need to make individual applications 
 online in order to register for internet banking.  

 
  Councillor Green to progress this. 

 Completion of Audit 
 Councillor Green to complete the Notice, scan for publication on the Parish Council website 
 and then pass to the Chair to display on the noticeboard. 
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9.  Matters arising from the Minutes:  
 
Play Area 
 Councillor P Collins and Mrs W Elliott had been investigating funding sources.  
 Evidence of need has to be produced to support any bids for funding.  
 Suggestions for gathering evidence were: 

• Requesting ‘likes’ for the proposal for improvements on the ‘Ruan Minor Noticeboard’ 
Facebook page 

• Form to be completed in the Post Office 
• Asking the shop to display posters that had been supplied by the play equipment 

suppliers. 

 Supporting Communities in Neighbourhood Planning  
 Funding is available for preparing either a new Parish Plan or improving an existing. 
 
 Grade Ruan’s Parish Plan is ten years old – is it worth updating? 
 
 It was felt it would be beneficial to discuss this with Cornwall Councillor Rule and 
 neighbouring parishes. 
 

 Land abutting Mundys Field 
 Further advice had been received from the Council’s solicitor.  
 
 Attempting to register the land in the Parish Council’s name is not possible as it will be 
 difficult for the Council to prove exclusive possession by the Parish Council for the required 
 period of time.    Currently the land is being used by the Under 5s group. 
 
 In the absence of an identifiable owner it is understood that the land will revert to either the 
 Crown or the Duchy of Cornwall and if it is to be sold, then it must be offered on the open 
 market.   The process is  difficult and the Council was advised that the legal fees involved 
 may be prohibitively expensive; however the land is still subject to any planning obligations 
 that may have been imposed on the land at the time of the development of Mundy’s Field. 
 
 It is possible to register it as common land which would retain it for public use, would 
 preserve it for the community use and prevent encroachments.   The Council will explore 
 this option further. 

 Community Right to Bid  
 In the absence of Councillor Freeman, Councillor Green reported the application for The 
 Winch House was progressing and proposed that the next application to be submitted under 
 this scheme should be the Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel – all in favour. 

 Co-options for casual vacancies  
 There had been no applications for the four vacant Parish Councillor positions. 

 Freedom of Information requests 
 A publication policy is required.  
 The Chairman and Councillor Green to research further. 
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 Improved signage at Treleague crossroads  
 Highways have been emailed, awaiting a response. 

 Coastline development abutting Glebe Place  
 There has been much discussion in the community.   Of the suggestions made the top 3 in 
 order of preference appear to be ‘Higher Moor’, ‘Green Meadow’, and ‘Green Close’.  
 
 These suggestions to be passed in order of preference to the developers Galliford Try. 
 
 It was queried what was the criteria to be applied for the allocation of properties when the 
 development is completed?  To be put on the next Agenda. 

 Mundys Field Car Park 
 Repair of potholes.   Councillor Trewin indicated that he could arrange the repairs required. 
 The Council took him up on his kind offer.   Councillor Cooper made the formal proposal and   
 Councillor Green seconded – all in favour. 

 Community Land Trust 
 Councillor Freeman had organised a meeting in respect of this, to be held on 15/10/13 in the 
 Ruan Minor Village Hall at 7:30pm which would present the CLT and form the company. 
 
 Councillor Cooper proposed the Parish Council become the custodian member of  
 the Grade Ruan CLT Ltd and that the Parish Council pay the incorporation fee of £40.00, 
 Councillor Collins seconded – all in favour. 
 
 Resolved: “The Grade Ruan Parish Council shall become the custodian member of the  
 Grade Ruan CLT Ltd and shall pay the incorporation fee of £40.00” 

 War Memorial 
 A stone mason Mr R Lawrence had conducted two site visits to the War Memorial, one 
 accompanied by a granite merchant and estimated the cost of replacing the Memorial would 
 be £25,000 - £30,000. 

 Code of Conduct Training 
 Several Councillors had attended the recent training session run by Cornwall Council.  
 Councillor Alford updated those present on the topics covered. 

 Electricity meter  
 The meter for street lighting outside the bungalows for the elderly in Glebe Place has been 
 located by Councillor Alford in a cupboard in the porch of 9 Glebe Place.     
 Meter Number is recorded as LO911D 
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10.  Matters for consideration:  

Ruan Minor Surgery 
 The Practice Manager for the Surgery had contacted the Council to advise the surgery is 
 likely to undergo an inspection by the Care Quality Commission in the near future and 
 there may be concerns raised about disabled access and other facilities.   If such concerns 
 are raised alterations to the surgery building may be required, which under the terms of the 
 lease will require the Parish Council’s approval.     Any structural works carried out to the 
 building would need to be agreed by both parties. 
 
 The Surgery is an important facility to our parishioners and the Parish Council is to reply that 
 it is willing in principle to be supportive and facilitate the surgery complying with the 
 inspection. 

 Noticeboards 
 Ruan Minor  
  The Chair is holding Councillor Freeman’s main key.  
  Councillor Collins has two spare keys.  
 Cadgwith 
  Agendas are not being posted on this board 
 Kuggar 
  Currently there is no notice board facility in Kuggar. 
 
 The Chair is willing to post Agendas and minutes on the boards. 

 
 Community defibrillators  
 These are being offered free for community use across Cornwall. 
 To be included on next month’s agenda. 
 
 

11.  Correspondence: see appendix 
  Letters received:- 

a.  None 
  
  Emails received:- 
a.  Lists of planning applications, decisions and enforcement matters 
b.  CALC newsletter 
c.  Rural Services Network – newsletters 
d.  Fields In Trust update 
e.  Cornwall Councillor C Rule –  
f.  Society of Local Council Clerks – updates 
g.  Cornwall Interlink, news, events and training 
h.  Julie Girling MEP – monthly newsletter 

 

 
 

12.  Footpaths, Environment and Treewarden:  
 
Grass cutting at Glebe Place 
 The Community Trust is reconsidering its original response to the Parish Council’s request 
 that the Trust assume responsibility for cutting the grass in Glebe Place if the Parish Council 
 purchases the grassed areas from Coastline Housing. 

 To be put on the agenda for the next meeting. 
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 Footpath Sub-committee meeting  
 Members of the Committee to liaise and agree a date. 

 Footpath 2 
 The state of the surface of this path has been reported to Highways 
 Katie Jose is dealing with this. 

 Inquest into death near The Todden 
 Further to the inquest into the death of a young person who had died in a cliff fall in 
 Cadgwith during the summer, the Council’s attention was drawn to comments made by the 
 Coroner saying that no signs were in place.  
 
 Newspapers had reported the young person had fallen from The Todden which was 
 incorrect. 
 
 Hazard warning signs are in place on The Todden, but not in the area where the young 
 person  had fallen as it was felt that the area concerned was inaccessible, in addition to it 
 being on land the Parish Council did not own and was therefore outside the Parish Council’s 
 control. Erecting a small sign beside Little Beach steps, warning of loose cliffs, was discussed.  

 Lifebuoy on The Todden    
 Councillor Collins had checked the lifebuoy on The Todden which is in its box but the box 
 can’t be accessed. It was unknown who maintains the lifebuoys or whether regular 
 inspections are conducted. 
 
 Chair to raise enquiries. 

 Stile at the top of Cadgwith Car Park Path 
 After the initial complaint that the stile had been damaged and should be reinstated, further 
 to subsequent inspection it was felt the removal of the stile actually improved access for 
 visitors with mobility issues to access the village from the Car Park. 

 Christmas Coach 
 Queries had been received as to whether the Parish council was going to organise a 
 Christmas Coach.   The Parish Council had decided two years previously to discontinue 
 organising a Christmas Coach as the last trip had been poorly attended, costs were 
 increasing and complaints were always received as to the times the coach ran. 

 White House Corner 
 Complaints had been received about workmen parking their vehicles on White House 
 Corner. 
 
 Chair to speak with the contractors and advise of the complaints. 
 

13.  In committee:  
 
Staffing matters – the Parish Council then went ‘in committee’. 

 
 
 

CHAIRMAN..................................................... 
11 November 2013 


