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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School Room 
of the Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel on Monday 14 April 2014 from 7.30pm 
 
Present:  Parish Councillors J Preston (Chair), N Green (Vice-Chair), P Collins, M Fleetwood, P Freeman, S 
Stephens, J Trewin, Cornwall Councillor C Rule, Clerk J Castle  
and 7 Members of the Public  
 

1. Absences and apologies:  Parish Councillor C Cooper, PCSO Julia Berry 
 

2. Declarations of interest:  Councillors Collins, Freeman and Green declared an interest in a 
payment item. 
 

3. Public time:  no questions 
 

4. Police report:  The report had been presented at the earlier parish meeting. During March, 
there had been 1 reported crime concerning car vandalism, currently under investigation. 
 

5. Cornwall Councillor's time:   Councillor C Rule reported on the top-tier reduction at the 
Cornwall Council, with 3 corporate directors ( instead of 6) plus the Chief Executive: 
 

- Trevor Doughty –Education, Health and Social Care 
- Paul Masters – Community and Organisational development, including finance. 
- Michael Crich – Economy, Enterprise & Environment ( including planning, highways & 

transport).  
 
Councillor Rule also asked the parish to promote the Council’s new Apprenticeship Scheme 
initiative (funded by the European Social Fund) to encourage employers to take on 
apprentices. There is a poster to display on the Village Notice Board 
(info@cornwallapprenticeships.com) 
  
With regard to funding for storm damage, Councillor Rule reported that Cornwall Council are 
fighting for funding from central government. The Parish Council were asked to submit its 
requests via her. The items where funding is being requested are with regard to : the steps 
down to Little Cove, concrete capping on the culvert down to the fishing beach and damage 
inside the Gig Shed ( although this has insurance cover). 
 
Councillor Rule also reported that she now has funds for this year in her community pot. 
 
There was some detailed discussion regarding eligibility for affordable housing. Councillor 
Trewin emphasised that these were built for local people and there was concern that 
immediate need takes precedence over long-term locals. It was noted that both Cornwall 
Council and Coastline keep lists of applicants, who are assessed against the guidelines. 
Councillor Green agreed to refer a specific case to Councillor Rule for consideration. 
 

6. Minutes for acceptance: The minutes of the monthly meeting held in March had been 
circulated and were amended for clarification as to why Councillor Fleetwood left the meeting 
and when he rejoined. Councillor Freeman proposed the minutes of 10 March 2014 be 
accepted and Councillor Green seconded .Carried 7 votes to 0. 
 
 

7. Planning:  
 
PA14/02413  - Eglos Farm, Ruan Minor. The erection of a proposed parlour, handling area and 
dairy building. This proposal was supported with the proviso that the public right of way which 
runs through the middle of the premises (Footpath 33) is reinstated. The path has been 
obstructed for a number of years. Proposed by Councillor Green and seconded by Councillor 
Fleetwood. Carried 7 votes to 0. 
 
PA14/02828 –  Chy An Deylek, St Ruan. Request for the removal of condition 7 (Planning 
4.1.1991) – required occupant to be employed or last employed in fishing. The Parish Council 
are opposed to the lifting of the condition as a local need remains. However the Parish Council 
would be minded to support a widening of the condition to include local need, rather than just 
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fishing, and the Clerk was asked to consult Cornwall Council with regard to this. The proposal 
not to support the application was put by Councillor Collins and seconded by Councillor Green. 
Carried by 6 votes plus one abstention. 
 
Alleged Chalet at Bodrigy Lodge – it was noted that there had now been a formal Planning 
Enforcement Complaint made by a local resident. The Clerk had queried this build with the 
planning department but had yet to receive a detailed response. It was proposed by Councillor 
Green and seconded by Councillor Preston that this matter is referred to Enforcement for 
clarification via our contact point. Carried 6 votes with 1 abstention. 

 
PA14/03166– Land at Ruminella View, Cadgwith. This is a revised application for the erection 
of a dwelling, plus parking area with access off a private road. Mrs Holyer, the applicant, spoke 
to the meeting regarding the adjustments made to the original plans, including reduction of part 
of the building to single–storey and changes to the positioning. The re-design was aimed at 
dealing with the objections from neighbouring properties. It was noted that traffic concerns 
were an area of consideration for the Highways Department. Although there was much 
discussion regarding the prominent nature of the site and preference for a single-storey 
building, in view of the changes made it was proposed by Councillor Collins and seconded by 
Councillor Fleetwood that the application be supported. Carried 4 votes to 3. 

 
PA13/11532– it was noted that the outline application for the erection of a 2 storey, 4 bedroom 
residential building with attached garage at Myresyke, Kuggar had been refused. 

 
PA14/00916/PREAPP – this was noted regarding the construction of a Swedish style timber 
framed “chalet” at The Caravan, Parc Bush, Ruan Minor. 
 

8. Finance: 
• Financial Report – the report was noted 
• Internet Banking – Councillor Green reported that the members of the Finance 

Committee were now set up for internet banking. 
• Notice of Annual Audit – the paperwork has now been received for this. ACTION : 

Clerk 
• Audit & Accounts Training - it was noted that the Clerk is on the waiting list to attend 

this event. 
• Renewal of CALC membership  - this was agreed at a cost of £290.68. 
• NALC Finance: briefings and draft regulations were noted. It was agreed that when the 

Parish Council’s Standing Orders are updated in line with new best practice, the 
existing rules must be combined with the new to retain the specialist features of the 
existing Orders. A new handbook should be purchased in due course. 

• Society of Local Council Clerks – it was noted that this membership should be kept 
and an updated manual purchased. 

• Payments Schedule – as the payment schedule includes a payment of £500 to Grade 
Ruan Community Land Trust, Councillors Freeman, Collins and Green withdrew for 
this item, as they are trustees. The approval of this item on the payment schedule was 
proposed by Councillor Trewin and seconded by Councillor Fleetwood. Carried 4 votes 
to 0. 

• Payments Schedule, excluding the payment to Grade Ruan Community Land Trust – 
the withdrawn Councillors returned and the payment schedule was proposed for 
approval by Councillor Freeman and seconded by Councillor Collins. Carried 7 votes 
to 0. 
 

9. Matters arising from the minutes: 
 

• Former Church of Ruan Major St Rumonus- the Chairman had met with members of 
the Closed Churches Committee in Truro , where he had re-iterated the Parish 
Council’s support for  of the Church and stressed the public interest in this matter. A 
structural survey had been carried out in 2010 by English Heritage and this had shown 
the tower to be in need of attention. The Chairman had been asked to contact a local 
tree surgeon to undertake work on the tower under the guidance of English Heritage 
as the building is listed. No requests had been made to the Parish Council for funding 
but the Chairman had agreed to follow up potential grant funding from Cornwall 
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Heritage Trust and he confirmed to this meeting that he is happy to act as the local 
contact. It was agreed however that no financial responsibility should fall on the Parish 
Council. ACTION: Councillor Preston 
 

• Play Area- Councillor Collins updated the meeting. He and Wendy Elliott had met with 
Tatia Churchill, who had provided some advice on grants. This still needs further 
clarification.  The ear-marked 3 suppliers had been asked to provide a scheme to fit 
with the likely funding available from grant givers of c£55,000 and therefore there 
should be 3 quotes with the same cost but different equipment and layouts. 2 have 
responded to date. ACTION:  Councillor Collins 
 

• Parish Councillor Vacancy –.the Chairman noted that Marita Jones had not contacted 
him following the interest she had expressed at the last meeting. Joey Clifton , present 
at this meeting, was asked to contact the Clerk or the Chairman if she wishes to be 
considered for co-option. ( 4 vacancies remain) ACTION: Candidates to be asked to 
write to the Clerk and Chairman 
 

• Grass Cutting at Glebe Place – no further news from Coastline. A further reminder to 
be sent. ACTION : Clerk 
 

• Right to Bid Applications – in view of concern within the community, it was agreed that 
a list of the Right to Bid Application should be included in these minutes. The assets 
nominated are as follows: 
 
Submitted: 
Cadgwith public conveniences 
The Old Lifeboat House, Cadgwith 
The Winch House, Cadgwith 
Cadgwith public car park 
Cadgwith Cove Inn 
Ruan Minor Village Hall 
St. Grade church 
Kennack Sands public conveniences 
Kennack Sands car park and beach cafe 
St. Mary's church, Cadgwith 
Ruan Minor Recreation Ground 
Ruan Minor Methodist church 
Ruan Minor Methodist Hall 
St Rumon’s church, Ruan Minor 
 
Still to be submitted 
Steamers House, Cadgwith 
Fort York , Cadgwith 
 
It was noted that the nomination in respect of Ruan Minor Shop & Post Office had 
been withdrawn. 

 
The list would also be provided for publication in the May Gazette together with a brief 
explanation of the process. ACTION: Clerk / Councillor Freeman 
 

• Parish Council Seal – Councillor Green reported that this was ongoing. 
 

• Consultation re mobile library and one stop shop –it was noted that any comments 
need to be passed to the Clerk for input prior to the end of April. ACTION : Clerk 
 

• Parking Restrictions in Cadgwith- it was noted that parking restrictions in Cadgwith are 
seasonal running from 1 May to 30 September 9am to 6pm. The Clerk was asked to 
go back to the Highways Department (with a map detailing the areas involved) and 
find out what options are available to restrict parking. ACTION : Clerk 
 

• Emergency Plan – this is under review by the Chairman. ACTION: Chairman 
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10. Matters for consideration: 
• Cornwall Local Plan – any comments are to be passed to the Clerk for forwarding. 

ACTION : Clerk 
 

• Draft Transparency Code for Parish Councils - any comments are to be passed to the 
Clerk for forwarding. ACTION : Clerk 
 

• Ruan Minor Bus Stop – there had been a meeting with Cormac attended by the 
Chairman and Councillor Rule, where the proposed siting of the new bus stop, 
opposite to the entrance to Mundy’s Field had been discussed. The proposals had 
been circulated to the Councillors, together with details of bus shelter designs. It was 
noted that any maintenance costs for the “Midi” shelter, produced by a local company, 
would be funded by Cormac. It was proposed by Councillor Preston and seconded by 
Councillor Collins that the proposal to proceed to formal consultation from Cormac be 
accepted, together with the “Midi” design shelter. Carried 7 votes to 0. 
 
The possibility of a cut-in for the bus should be explored .Also, the importance of 
public consultation, particularly with the immediate adjoining properties, was stressed 
and advertising in the Gazette was also suggested. The Clerk was asked to draft a 
letter from the Chairman to Cormac detailing all this. ACTION : Clerk 
 

• Lizard Adventure – a request has been received from this organisation for the use of 
Mundy’s Field Car Park. As the car park is for private vehicles only, it was felt that the 
car park at Cadgwith would be more appropriate for the parking of vans and trailers. 
The Clerk to draft a response for the Chairman. ACTION : Clerk 
 

• Renewal of Small Works Contract – Andrew Lewis of Cornflower Garden Services has 
pointed out that his 2 year contract is up for renewal. The Clerk was asked to go back 
through the accounts files to find the previous contract or, failing this, ask Mr Lewis for 
a copy of his existing contract. Renewal is subject to agreement of any revised rates. 
ACTION : Clerk 
 

• Higher Moor Building Site – there was a request from the builders to relocate a couple 
of signs. This was approved on a temporary basis, with a deadline of the end of July 
for re-instatement. Linden Homes to be informed ACTION : Clerk 

 
• Roman’s Rest – concern was expressed about the use of this name by Linden Homes 

for the Higher Moor development. The Clerk was asked to report to Linden Homes that 
it was causing confusion and upset and to contact Cornwall Council re road naming 
ACTION : Clerk 

 
11. Correspondence: nothing further to discuss. 

 
12. Footpaths, environment and treewardens: it was noted that the storm damage list should be 

passed to Cornwall Council via Councillor Rule. ACTION : Clerk 
 

13. In Committee: 
 
It was agreed that the next part of the meeting be held in 'closed' session.  
 
 

  
The meeting closed at 10.05 pm. 
 
      CHAIR ............................................................................... 
      

12 May 2014 


