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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School Room 
of the Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel on Monday 8 September 2014 from 7.30pm 

Present:  Parish Councillors, J Preston (Chair), N Green (Vice-Chair), J Clifton, M Fleetwood, P Freeman, 
J Lee, S Stephens, J Trewin, Cornwall Councillor C Rule, Clerk J Castle  
and 10 Members of the Public  (W. Elliott, A Eatock, J-P Eatock, J Dunmall, P Dunmall, B Watson, J 
Watson, S Partridge, D Gascoigne, J Gascoigne,) 
 

1. Absences and apologies:   
Parish Councillors P Collins, C Cooper, PCSO J Berry   
(all these apologies were accepted by the Council) 

2. Declarations of interest:   
Councillor Freeman declared an interest in a planning application regarding Carsilgy 
House as it is a neighbouring property.  

3. Public time:   

• Mr Dunmall of Bodrigy Lodge pointed out that the changes to his original planning 
application were minor. 

• Mr Watson expressed concern about the granting of a planning permission for work at 
Bodrigy Lodge when he considered there were enforcement matters outstanding with 
regard to the property. 

• Mrs Dunmall confirmed that in due course they would be seeking retrospective 
planning permission with regard to the garden shed and hobbies room, as previously 
indicated. 

• Mr Eatock of Lizard Adventure provided information about the number of their clients 
who had used the car park at Mundy’s Field during July and August. Mr Gascoigne 
disputed these figures and re-iterated the concerns he had voiced by e-mail regarding 
obstruction of entrances, people changing in the car park, door banging, shouting and 
littering and generally what he considered to be inappropriate use of the car park. Mr 
Eatock confirmed that they were looking for other sites and would shortly be in 
discussion again with the National Trust. Mrs Gascoigne and Mrs Partridge also 
expressed concerns about the allowed use of the car park. 

4. Police report:   
In the absence of PCSO Berry, the Clerk presented her report. There were 3 crimes 
reported during July and August – criminal damage to property, theft from a meter and 
a non-counting action fraud. There had also been reports of rogue traders working in 
the area offering to carry out gardening services and other work and residents were 
advised to be careful and if necessary ring 101. 

5. Cornwall Councillor's time:   

• Councillor Rule reported that she had reported the noxious smell from the sewer vent 
and was awaiting a response.  

• With regard to weed spraying, Councillor Rule confirmed that as a result of budget cuts 
this will need to be dealt with by way of local initiatives. 

• She also drew attention to the paper re the severe proposed budget cuts being 
proposed by Cornwall Council and the need for more work to be carried out locally. 
This will probably mean the loss of the community pot of funds that she currently 
holds. 

• Councillor Rule stressed the importance of the community network going forward. 
There is a meeting (AGM) of the new Helston and south Kerrier Community Network 
on 28 October at 6pm at Helston Football Club where statistical information will be 
available and this meeting is open to all - councillors and individuals. 

• Councillor Freeman thanked Councillor Rule for funding she had provided recently 
from her current community pot and also commended the transparent nature in which 
the budget review was being undertaken by Cornwall Council. 
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6. Minutes for acceptance:  

• Councillor Clifton expressed some concerns regarding the minute about recycling in 
the Cove, which was contained within the minutes that had been circulated, and it was 
agreed that this minute would be amended. Subject to this, it was proposed by 
Councillor Clifton and seconded by Councillor Lee that the minutes of the meeting held 
on 14 July 2014 be accepted. Carried 6 votes in favour and 2 abstentions. 

 
• With regard to the minutes of the meeting held on 9 June, it was noted that there was 

an error regarding the funding of the work repairing storm damage to the concrete slip 
in Cadgwith in that £600 was provided by the fishermen not the Fishermen’s Mission. 
The Parish Council apologises for this error and thanks the fisherman for their support. 

 
7. Planning:  

Planning Applications for consideration 

• PA14/006557 – Grade Ruan School, Classroom Block replacement. It was proposed 
by Councillor Green and seconded by Councillor Lee that this application be 
supported. Carried 8 voted in favour. Councillor Fleetwood expressed some concern 
about the amount of circulation space taken up by the ramp for disabled access. 

 
• PA14/07700 – St Rumon’s Cottage, Ruan Minor – replacement of conservatory. It was 

proposed by Councillor Freeman and seconded by Councillor Trewin that this 
application be supported. Carried 8 votes in favour. 

 
• PA14/08341 – Bodrigy Lodge, Cadgwith - revision to approved plans re extension. It 

was noted that this revised application involves only minor alterations to the previously 
approved plans. It was proposed by Councillor Fleetwood and seconded by Councillor 
Trewin that this application be supported. Carried 7 votes in favour and 1 abstention. 

 
• PA14/07059 - Ruan Minor Stores-alterations to create a cafe area. It was proposed by 

Councillor Freeman and seconded by Councillor Green that this application be 
supported. Carried 8 votes in favour. 

 
Other applications not requiring consultation 

• PA14/07620	  -‐	  Council	  Houses,	  Kuggar	  -‐	  External	  Insulation	  [Refused]	  

• PA14/02499/PREAPP	  -‐	  re	  Annex	  at	  Bodrigy	  Lodge	  [Advised	  refusal	  likely]	  

• PA14/08245	   –	   Carsilgy	   House,	   Cadgwith	   –	   reconfiguration	   of	   roof	   for	   approved	  
extension	  [yet	  to	  be	  decided	  by	  the	  planning	  authority].	  

	  
Planning	  applications	  decided	  by	  the	  planning	  authority	  since	  the	  last	  meeting.	  

• PA14/05228	  -‐	  Sea	  Acres,	  Kennack	  Sands	  -‐	  10	  new	  static	  holiday	  caravans	  [Refused]	  	  

• PA14/05189	  -‐	  Bodrigy,	  Cadgwith	  -‐	  Extension	  and	  increase	  in	  ridge	  height	  [Approved]	  

• PA14/02413	  -‐	  Eglos	  Farm,	  Ruan	  Minor	  -‐	  New	  Parlour	  and	  Dairy	  Handling	  Building	  
[Approved]	  

• PA14/01954/PREAPP	  -‐	  The	  Glamis,	  Treal	  -‐	  One	  new	  dwelling	  [Advised	  refusal	  likely]	  

• PA14/01926/PREAPP	  -‐	  Chy	  An	  Deylek,	  St	  Ruan	  -‐	  Removal	  of	  local	  needs	  [Advice	  re	  
local	  needs	  given	  ]	  

The	   Parish	   Council	   wishes	   it	   to	   be	   noted	   that	   it	   considers	   there	   are	   inconsistencies	   in	   the	  
planning	  decisions	  made	  by	  the	  planning	  authority	  regarding	  recent	  applications.	  
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8. Matters arising from the minutes: 

• Recycling bins in the Cove – it was felt that some form of recycling could be introduced 
by way of replacing existing bins incorporating a small recycling compartment and the 
Clerk was asked to approach the Recycling Officer at Cornwall Council regarding this. 
Consideration was given as to whether the Parish Council would pay for the 
installation of such bins if they were emptied by the Council on the normal recycling 
run.   Action : Clerk 

• Kuggar Village Pump site- the Chairman had spoken to the occupiers of the new 
house adjoining the site. It was agreed that Councillor Preston would get a quote for 
cleaning up the site and once cleared the Parish Council would explore registering the 
land. A sign would be installed specifying the historical significance of the site.  
Action: Councillor Preston 

• Weed Spraying – it was agreed that the Parish Council would look at other ways of 
dealing with this in the interim until the community network proposals are available for 
consideration. 

 
9. Matters for consideration: 

• Lizard Adventure / Mundy’s Field car park – it was noted that Councillors Preston & 
Lee had met with Lizard Adventure to discuss the use of Mundy’s Field car park. 
Whilst Enys Head is a popular and accessible site for coasteering, Cadgwith car park 
remains the most suitable site for parking. Councillor Preston has written to the 
National Trust and Councillors are happy to attend a meeting with Lizard Adventure 
and the National Trust to discuss alternative locations, as the use of parking in Ruan 
Minor is not a sustainable option. Councillor Trewin noted that we should be 
supportive of local businesses. 
The use of Mundy’s Field car park is restricted to private motor cars and users should 
note that it is situated in a residential area and show due deference. It was confirmed 
that temporary permission for contractors’ vehicles had only been granted on the 
advice of the police for safety reasons. 
It was agreed that there would be a rota drawn up for Councillors to monitor the use of 
the Mundy’s Field car park over the next few months and that consideration would also 
be given to extra maintenance, flower planters and possibly tree planting. 

• Play Area Update – Councillor Clifton reported that the playground committee is 
nearing the end of the consultation period, with posters in the shop and on the 
Facebook page showing the four proposals, giving ideas of what equipment should be 
included and where it should be sited. It was noted that the overall footprint of the area 
is the same as at present. Councillor Clifton is analysing the responses and an update 
would be provided in the Gazette. The sourcing of funding is now the main issue. 
Concerns had been expressed about proximity to the football pitch and it was 
confirmed that there would be 3 metre clearance. The land which includes the 
recreation field and playground was gifted to the Parish Council who is the registered 
legal owner and acts as custodian. It was noted that a request had been made by a 
user of the recreation ground for a storage shed and this would need to be referred to 
the recreation committee. 

• Alternative locations for bus stop – it was noted that the other side of the junction 
where the school bus stops is the only other possible location. Nothing further can be 
done until Cormac hear back from Coastline regarding use of the land. 

• De-listing of Community Assets – the Parish Council does not accept the arguments 
put forward by Cornwall Council’s legal officer to de-list St Ruan Church and 
Churchyard and St Grade Church. The Clerk was asked to send a letter to Mr Mansell 
based on a draft prepared by Councillor Freeman with additional comments from 
Councillor Collins. Action : Clerk  

• Date for Staffing meeting – this was agreed to be held on Monday 15 September at 
7.30pm in the Sunday School room of the Chapel. 
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10. Finance 

• Financial Report – the report was noted. It was agreed that Councillor Trewin would 
speak with Danny Meek regarding a proposal to incorporate cleaning the bus shelter 
with grass trimming by the notice board. 

• Payments Schedule –the Payments Schedule for September was proposed for 
approval by Councillor Clifton and seconded by Councillor Fleetwood. Carried 7 votes 
in favour and one abstention.  The schedule includes a donation of £100 to the Poppy 
Appeal. 

• Deposit Account with Cornwall Council – it was noted that due to the small amount of 
funds that the Parish Council has to deposit and the cost of CHAPS transfers in & out  
(with a minimum transaction amount of £25,000), it was not worth pursuing this 
further.. 
 

11. Correspondence:  

• Traffic Gridlock Cadgwith – it was noted that Sat Nav systems sending traffic through 
Ruan Minor to Cadgwith adds to the traffic problems. 

• Rural Payments Agency – Councillor Green reported that the RPA had written to 
advise the Council that an amendment had been made to the area registered for 
Cadgwith Car Park. It was noted that this makes no practical difference to the Council. 
 

12. Footpaths, environment and treewardens:  

• Double Hedges & White Feather – Councillor Preston reported the grass cutting in 
these areas was being dealt with. 

• It was noted that there is a potential site for a memorial bench by Long Loft, but the 
area would need some clearing. 

• Hedge trimming - it was noted the overhanging hedge opposite Pen-y-Craig on New 
Road, had been dealt with. Councillor Preston had written to Neil Rowe re sections 
around Red Gates and trimming areas adjacent to his fields. 

• Request to widen Pentilla Stile (i.e. the second stile from the car park towards 
Cadgwith). It was noted that the proposal is to provide a path to the side of the stile. 
The Parish Council has no objection to this work being carried but noted that it would 
be up to the landowner to go ahead with this work. It was thought that the landowner is 
likely to be Maja Tham Trust. Cormac could bid to provide a design and costings. It 
was suggested that the ditch drainage be improved at the same time as it is known to 
be a longstanding issue at this stile. There was also no objection to concreting and 
improving the drainage further down the path. 

• Tree Planting – Councillor Preston had met with Moira Hurst re planting for the 
recreation ground and agreed that the blackthorn would be trimmed back hard to the 
boundary with softer planting in front. 

• Polstangey Bridge – the Clerk was asked to contact the Highways Department 
regarding vegetation encroaching on this.   Action : Clerk 

• Pothole at bottom of New Road – the Clerk is to contact the highways Department re 
this.   Action :Clerk 
 

13. In Committee:  

It was agreed that the next part of the meeting be held in 'closed' session.  

  
The meeting closed at 10.05pm. 
      CHAIR ................................................................................... 

13 October 2014 


