
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School Room 
of the Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel on Monday 13 January 2014 from 7.30pm 
 
Present:  Parish Councillors J Preston (Chair), N Green (Vice-Chair), P Collins, C Cooper, M Fleetwood, 
Clerk J Castle,  PCSO Julia Berry and 5 Members of the Public ( Horace Stone, Mrs M Donovan, Miss R 
Stone, Miss M A Stone, Dr R I Edgerley)     
 

 
1. Absences and apologies:  Parish Councillors P Freeman, J Trewin, Cornwall Councillor C Rule. 

 
2. Declarations of interest:  There were no declarations of interest. 

 
3. Public time:  Miss Rosemary Stone raised her concerns regarding St Rumonus Church and in 

particular the graveyard. She queried whether it was officially a closed graveyard as she understood 
that there was still 1 plot left and the graveyard is very important to many members of the parish, as 
family members are buried there. The Chairman reported that the Parish Council would be 
approaching all interested parties with regard to the future on the Church in order to gain as much 
information as possible before taking any action. He noted that there were many parties involved in 
some way with the upkeep of the Church and grounds.  Maureen Donovan also expressed concern 
on behalf of the Ramblers’ Association (which is currently between officers). 
In view of the concern the Chairman agreed to take the agenda item on this issue after the 
confirmation of the Minutes of the previous meeting. 
 

4. Police report:  PCSO Berry presented her report .During December that was one crime of theft 
reported (involving the theft of Christmas trees). The crime has been investigated and was held on 
file pending any further information coming forward. It has been a busy time for the police as a result 
of the severe weather. The Chairman thanked PCSO Berry for her help and she left the meeting. 
 

5. Cornwall Councillor's time:  In the absence of Councillor C Rule no items were raised. 
 
 

6. Minutes for acceptance: The minutes of the monthly meeting held in December had been 
circulated. Councillor Green proposed the minutes of 9 December 2013 be accepted and Councillor 
Fleetwood seconded.  All in favour. 

 
7. Former Church of Ruan Major St Rumonus – The Chairman referred to a letter of 10 December 

from Adrian Browning of the Closed Church Division of the Church Commissioners. The Church has 
been closed as a place of worship since 1963. Although there have been discussions with English 
Heritage, Cornwall Council and the immediate neighbours, the Grade 1 listing, ruined state, 
maintenance liability, location and constraints on parking and access made it difficult to achieve a 
solution. Mr Browning was now asking the Parish Council for any ideas regarding the future of the 
former church. 
It was noted that the tower was an iconic image, visible from a number of points within the parish. 
The Chairman confirmed that he was aware that the graveyard is being maintained by a number of 
different parties, that the main body of the church appears safe and the stained glass window is 
intact and although there are parking constraints there is a pleasant walk to the church. However the 
tower gives great cause for concern as there are severe problems with growing vegetation, which 
requires both initial clearing work and longer term structural work. He envisaged that the role of the 
Parish Council would be to bring together the various parties involved and provide help and advice 
with regard to grant funding. Councillor Cooper  stated that she considered it important that the 
parish remains supportive and Councillor Collins also expressed support for retaining an interest in 
the future of the church and retaining access to the graveyard , in view of the many family collections 
to the graveyard. 
Councillor Green suggested that whilst not taking over the ownership of the church, which will surely 
have to remain with the diocese, work could be carried out to maintain the tower. It was queried 
whether Cornwall Council was now responsible for the churchyard as the church itself is closed. 
Councillor Fleetwood considered it unlikely that the church could be pulled down without special 
dispensation due to its listing and it was unlikely to be sold into private hands due to its attendant 
problems, particularly access. 
 
It was agreed that the Clerk would speak to the Conservation Officer at Cornwall Council, particularly 
with regard to the listing, and with the Diocesan Office. ACTION : Clerk 
 



The Chairman agreed to carry out some further research to try and pull together the various strands 
of information and report back to the next meeting. It was considered that the Heritage Lottery might 
be the most likely source of funding. Hopefully some initial work could be carried out by the various 
parties involved to cut back foliage and deal with loose stones. 
The Chairman encouraged members of the public to get in touch with the Parish Council with both 
their concerns and suggestions. 
 
Miss M A Stone expressed health and safety concerns and also raised the issue of threats to the 
Rights of Way. 
 
Members of the public left the meeting. 
 
 

8. Planning: No new planning applications have been received this month. 
 
Sea Acres – it was noted that this application had been approved but Cornwall Council were mindful 
of the Parish Council’s concerns regarding drainage. 
 
Goonhilly Wind Farm Extension – no further update. 
 
PA13/03628/PREAPP – this is a pre-application enquiry regarding the building of a 3 bed house and 
attached 1 bed annex and double garage on land at Penreenes, Ruan Minor. This plot lies outside 
the settlement boundary. As this is not yet a full planning application, this proposal was noted. 
 

9. Finance: 
• Financial Report – the report was noted 
• Internet Banking – Councillor Green reported that he was now set up for internet banking 

and had received the new cheque books. Ms Blewett had been removed as a signatory and 
the paperwork to add the new Clerk now needed to be completed at the bank. The address 
for the Parish Council had been changed to that of the Chairman but the statements would 
come to Councillor Green. The other councillors would need to be added in for online access 
before payments could be made on line.  ACTION : Councillor Green / Clerk 

• Payments Schedule – the approval of the payment schedule was proposed by Councillor 
Collins and seconded by Councillor Green. All in favour. 
 
 
. 

10. Matters arising from the minutes: 
• Play Area- Councillor Collins has yet to re-contact Tatia Churchill. He confirmed that he had 

filled out the grant application form, in which he had had to make a number of assumptions 
regarding support from the Parish Council which will need to be debated at the appropriate 
time. It was hoped that local help would be available to clear the site. It was likely that the 
surface would be mesh on grass. In view of the time lapse, contractor’s proposals would 
require updating and the Council will need to consult with users and parishioners. It was 
agreed that no clearing of the site would take place whilst the funding application is under 
review. ACTION:  Councillor Collins 

• Safety signs - Councillor Preston had obtained these from Alligator Signs and one sign 
would be attached warning of passing cars  at the exit from the Recreation Ground onto 
Cadgwith road and the other at the base of the steps at the Todden warning of falling rocks.  
ACTION: Councillor Preston 

• Broken Storm Drain – it was noted that Cormac have confirmed that the remedial work 
needed will be carried out in the next financial year. 

• New Road Spring  - Councillor Preston reported that he had met with Mrs Mo Jones from the 
Community Trust together with Councillor Freeman and Cormac .  Cormac are prepared to 
excavate a new ditch and Councillor Preston agreed to get a quote for flailing the verges 
along this section to clear the foliage so that the work can be carried out. ACTION: 
Councillor Preston 

• Parish Councillor Vacancy – Public Notices had gone up on 10 December but there have 
been no applications so the Council need to look at co-option. There are 5 vacancies and it 
was proposed to advertise in the Gazette and also have some editorial cover to make the 
approach more personal. Councillor Preston agreed to draft and circulate to the Council prior 
to submission for the February edition. ACTION: Councillor Preston 



• Grass Cutting at Glebe Place – the excellent summary paper produced by Councillor 
Freeman was noted and the meeting considered the proposal paper for the way forward 
prepared by Councillor Green. It was noted that purchasing this land provided protection for 
a green area in the village ( and could possibly act as a village green ) and removes the 
current unfairness of tenants paying for grass cutting  whilst the owners of properties at 
Glebe Place enjoy the benefit without contributing to the cost. The purchase price from 
Coastline is £1500 and this seems reasonable. The Parish Council would buy the land and it 
is envisaged that the Community Trust would take on the upkeep. There was some concern 
that the Community Trust did not consider that it had enough funding to cover this in full. It 
was noted that if the Community Trust did not handle the upkeep, the fallback position would 
be to pay for it with the precept and an approximate cost of 20p per household per week. It 
was agreed that the Parish Council would write to Coastline regarding its views and the 
Clerk was asked to draft a letter and circulate for views. ACTION : Clerk 

• Pothole at Cadgwith- this had been filled. 
• Cadgwith Car Park and its public footpath –Councillor Freeman has written to Mrs Wild 

updating her and thanking her for the contribution she makes. 
• Right to Bid Applications – Councillor Freeman had submitted a list to Cornwall Council and 

the Council had approved the inclusion of the Chapel at Ruan Minor. It was noted that the 
Methodist Hall should be included. There was concern that the Bank at Cadgwith had been 
given to the Parish Council many years ago but that there was no trace of the deeds. It was 
proposed that an advert is placed in the Gazette to see if anyone holds any paperwork. 
ACTION: Councillor Preston 
 

11. Matters for consideration: 
• Parish Online Service  - Councillor Green reported that he had trialled this software which 

enabled buildings, points of interest etc to be loaded onto Ordnance Survey maps and 
regarded as a good tool for the parish. The cost is £20 plus VAT for set up and £28 plus VAT 
per annum. It was agreed that a further trial be requested with access for all the councillors. 
ACTION: Councillor Green 

• Report from Community Network panel - Councillor Preston reported that there had been no 
meeting of the 3 parishes since October 2013. He agreed to ascertain who is attending the 
next meeting and circulate the councillors to see if they have any questions. Councillor 
Collins would like it queried whether the play area renovation needs planning permission. 
ACTION: Councillor Preston 
 

12. Correspondence: 
It was noted that that Cornwall Council had written to the Parish Council with regard to the 
introduction of charges for traffic management at community events. 
 

13. Footpaths, environment and treewardens: 
It was noted that there was no update with regard to footpaths. It is probable that the footpath 
contract needs to be re-tendered and the Clerk was asked look into this. The Councillors expressed 
their great satisfaction with the current contractor, Bob Sanders.  ACTION: Clerk 

 
14. No items were discussed in committee 

 
 

 
The meeting closed at 9:15 pm. 
 
 
      CHAIR ............................................................................... 
      

10 February 2014 


