
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School Room of the 
Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel on Monday 9 December 2013 from 7.30pm 
 
Present:  Parish Councillors J Preston (Chair), N Green (Vice-Chair), M Fleetwood, P Freeman 
 

1. Absences and apologies:  Parish Councillors C Cooper, P Collins, Cornwall Councillor C Rule, Clerk J 
Castle, PCSO Julia Berry 

2. Declarations of interest:  There were no declarations of interest 
3. Public time:  No members of the public were present 
4. Police report: During November no crimes were reported to the police.  PCSO Berry appealed to all 

residents to be particularly vigilant about home and vehicle security and gave notice that a 
drink/drug driving campaign would be operating throughout December 

5. Cornwall Councillor's time:  In the absence of Cllr. C Rule no items were raised 
6. Minutes for acceptance: The minutes of the monthly meeting held in November had been 

circulated.  Subject to a few small typographical corrections, Cllr. Preston proposed the minutes of 
11 November 2013 be accepted and Cllr. Green seconded.  All in favour. 

7. Planning: No new planning applications have been received this month. 
Chy Carne Holiday Park – application for retrospective planning for shower block. 
Cllr. Preston reported that Cornwall Council were minded to approve the application despite 
the Parish Council's lack of support, but had added a condition requiring landscaping work 
in line with the Parish Council's suggestions 
Goonhilly Wind Farm Extension – Cllr. Preston drew attention to a pre-application enquiry to 
all parishes on the Lizard Peninsula for an extension to the wind farm at Bonython.  
Following a discussion it was generally agreed that the Parish Council has no great objection 
to the proposed extension but would not support any further extension after this one.   
Concerns have been raised about the cumulative impact in the AONB and the extra height 
of the two proposed turbines. Cllr. Preston undertook to draft a statement of the Council's 
view and circulate it to Councillors for comment before sending to Cornwall Council.  
ACTION: Cllr. Preston 
Cllr. Green reported that the Parish Council's comments on all planning applications were 
now showing on the www.cornwall.gov.uk website as being from Mrs. J. Castle, not from 
the Council.  He undertook to bring this to the attention of Cornwall Council and get the 
error corrected.  ACTION: Cllr. Green 
Cllr. Green noted that the AONB had surprisingly not made any comments on the proposal 
for more caravans at Sea Acres.   Cllr. Preston read a section of AONB literature that states 
their general concern about the impact of caravan parks on the landscape, and undertook 
to contact their office to remind them that there is still time to comment.   ACTION: Cllr. 
Preston 

8. Finance: 
Cllr. Green introduced a report of the meeting of the Finance Committee.  The proposed 
budget for 2013/14 was discussed, Cllr. Freeman proposed acceptance, Cllr. Fleetwood 
seconded, all in favour.   In view of the current uncertainty about the government's 
operation of the Council Tax Benefit Support Grant in future years, Cllr. Freeman proposed 
that the precept for 2013/14 be set at £13,500, unchanged from the last two years.  This was 
seconded by Cllr. Green, all in favour. 
Cllr. Green reported that he was still only able to use internet banking by logging in as if he 
were Julie Blewett, but he is working to get this changed.  ACTION: Cllr. Green 
Cllr. Green circulated copies of the bank reconciliation and the income and expenditure 
reports. 
Cllr. Green presented a schedule of payments for the month.  It was agreed to donate £500 
to the Cornwall Air Ambulance and £1,500 to St. Ruan with St. Grade PCC  for grass cutting 
in both churchyards.   Reimbursement to Cllr. Freeman of fees paid for advertising the 
vacancy for Parish Clerk was approved, and it was agreed to pass the sum of £222.48, which 
had been received from Cornwall Council for the grass cutting of Treleague verge, on to 

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/


Grade Ruan Community Trust, who had already paid for the work to be done. 
9. Matters arising from the minutes: 

National Trust - Justin Whitehouse has emailed a NT update, to be circulated to Councillors. The NT are 
working in the ‘Linking the Lizard ‘ Partnership to look at the growth of outdoor activities. There are 
discussions about Kennack being used for kayak launching and research is being done by Tremough 
Campus. No further activities will take place until compromise is agreed.  Cllr. Preston reported that it was 
close to the minutes of the last monthly meeting and didn't contain anything new.  It was agreed to instruct 
the Clerk to write thanking the Trust for their information and willingness to meet parishioners and to ask 
them to keep the Parish Council informed of future work or changes.  ACTION: Clerk 

Play equipment - On new play equipment, Tatia Churchill is in touch with Cllr. Collins and will help 
with applications for grants to cover part of the cost.  ACTION:  Cllr. Collins 
Safety signs - Cllr. Preston produced quotes from Alligator Signs for safety signs warning of passing 
cars  at the exit from the Recreation Ground onto Cadgwith road and warning of falling rocks at 
Little Beach, Cadgwith.  It was agreed to purchase these at a cost of £10 each.  ACTION: Cllr. Preston 
Drainage - Cllr. Preston reported that the broken clay pipe draining rainwater onto Little Beach had 
been inspected and made safe.  The remedial work needed will be referred for consideration in 
Cornwall Council's next financial year. 

10. Matters for consideration: 
Drainage - Cllr. Freeman reported that a site meeting will be held in New Road at 9am on 11 
December to consider what can best be done to stop the spring from spreading across the road. 
Vacancies for parish councillors - Cllr. Preston reported that he has three copies of a notice 
requesting expressions of interest in being co-opted as a Parish Councillor and he will display them 
in the parish shortly.  ACTION: Cllr. Preston 
Community Network - Cllr. Preston reported on a meeting of the Community Network Panel he had 
attended recently.  The discussion had been mostly about the role of the AONB with a little about 
the problem of cars parking on double yellow lines in villages. 

11. Correspondence: 
There was no discussion about any items of correspondence. 

12. Footpaths, environment and treewardens: 
Glebe Place - Cllr. Freeman recalled that it is now nearly a year since any discussion with Coastline 
about the Parish Council taking over responsibility for grass cutting in Glebe Place.  Two major 
considerations were (a) Coastline's insistence that the council would have to purchase the freehold 
title to the land and (b) the potential cost of the cutting.  It was generally agreed that the land 
would be a valuable asset to the parish and Cllr. Freeman indicated that the Community Trust would 
probably be willing to contribute substantially to the cost.  He undertook to assemble the existing 
correspondence and draft a potential approach to Coastline to be circulated to councillors for 
consideration.   ACTION: Cllr. Freeman 
Cllr. Preston promised to circulate the minutes of the last Footpaths Committee.  Hamish Gordon, 
Cormac, is prepared to meet the Committee to consider remedial repairs and extra waymarking.  
ACTION: Cllr. Preston 
Cllr. Preston reported that the Council has purchased a wide variety of young trees and will make 
them available for suitable plantings in the parish.  ACTION:  Treewardens 
Cllr. Freeman reported that an email had been received from Mrs. Wild about several matters 
relating to Cadgwith car park and the footpath from there to Cadgwith.  He undertook to circulate a 
draft reply for consideration.  ACTION: Cllr. Freeman 

 
The meeting closed at 9:50 pm. 


