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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School Room 
of the Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel on Monday 10 November 2014 from 7.30pm 

Present:  Parish Councillors, J Preston (Chair), N Green (Vice-Chair), J Clifton, P Collins, P Freeman, J 
Lee, S Stephens, J Trewin, Clerk J Castle, and 1 Member of the Public  (C Brown) 
 

1. Absences and apologies:   

Parish Councillors C Cooper, M Fleetwood; Cornwall Councillor C Rule & PCSO J 
Berry (these apologies were accepted by the Council). 
 

2. Declarations of interest:   

Councillor Preston declared an interest regarding Glebe land and Councillor Green 
declared an interest with regard to the proposed mast on Treleague Farm.  

3. Public time:   

Cathy Brown expressed concern that the consultation regarding the siting for a new 
bus stop had been restricted to neighbouring residents and had not been carried out 
on a widespread basis, yet it affects the village as a whole.   Councillor Preston 
explained that this was not a Parish Council-led project but a Cormac initiative and 
Coastline Housing is involved as owner of the land.   Coastline had conducted the 
survey and the results have not yet been released.   Cormac had proposed a re-siting 
as a result of concerns about the bus turning and as Cormac had funds available for 
such a project.   It was suggested that the proposed plan be included in the Gazette to 
enable wider comment. 

 
4. Police report:   

In the absence of PCSO Berry, the Clerk read out the monthly report. There were no 
reported crimes in October and Halloween passed with no logs for anti-social 
behaviour. 

5. Cornwall Councillor's time:   

In the absence of County Councillor Rule, there were no items to discuss. 

6. Minutes for acceptance:  

Having being previously circulated, it was proposed by Councillor  
Preston and seconded by Councillor Trewin that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 
October 2014 be accepted. Carried 7 votes in favour and 1 abstention. It was noted 
that Len Carter was incapacitated following a serious accident and as a result it is 
unlikely that he would be able to carry out the work regarding the bus shelter or grass 
trimming for some time. The Clerk was asked to suspend payments to Mr Carter until 
he is able to resume his duties. 

7. Planning:  

Planning Applications for consideration 

• PA14/09122 – External insulation, 3 Council Houses, Kuggar. It was noted that this 
application had now been submitted on the correct form.   On the basis that it provided 
better insulation and a more consistent finish to the exterior of the property, it was 
proposed by Councillor Clifton and seconded by Councillor Green that this application 
be supported.   Carried 8 votes in favour.  

General planning matters: 
• Land north of Prazegooth Lane, Cadgwith - the Clerk had received a request from the 

landowners asking for the parish council’s views on their proposal to put in a pre-
application for planning advice regarding the building of a studio and small house as a 
live work situation.   It was proposed by Councillor Lee and seconded by Councillor 
Trewin that, although we acknowledge their request, the Parish Council only 
comments when consulted by Cornwall Council, the planning authority.  
Carried 8 votes in favour. Action: Clerk 
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• Pre-application consultation request - Proposed installation of 30m High Lattice Tower 

Mobile Phone Base at Treleague Farm, Ruan Minor   
(Councillor Green left the meeting)  - the Parish Council had received details of a 
potential project site from Harlequin Group, telecom consultants.  The project forms 
part of the wider Broadband Delivery UK project for the Department for Culture Media 
and Sport aiming to reduce the digital divide and provide mobile coverage to not spots. 
After some discussion and considering some comments already received from 
parishioners, it was agreed that a short comment in response be prepared by the Clerk 
in conjunction with the Chairman explaining that the Parish Council does not comment 
in advance of formal applications, but that it is aware of adverse public reaction in the 
Parish. (Councillor Green re-joined the meeting) Action: Clerk 
 

• Enforcement query – Councillor Collins raised a potential enforcement / retrospective 
planning application query. It was agreed that this would be considered at the next 
meeting 

 
Other applications not requiring consultation 

• None	  

Planning	  applications	  decided	  by	  the	  planning	  authority	  since	  the	  last	  meeting.	  

• PA14/08388 – Land north of 3 Council Houses, Kuggar – New Dwelling [Approved] 
• PA14/07059- Partial change of use for cafe area, Ruan Minor shop  [Approved] 
• PA14/08341 – Extension to dwelling, Bodrigy Lodge [Approved] 

 

8. Matters arising from the minutes: 

• Glebe land, Poltesco Lane (Councillor Green took the Chair.  Councillor Preston’s non-
pecuniary interest was noted and he took no part in the discussions) – it was noted 
that the alleged encroachment had been reported to Planning Enforcement and the 
Clerk is waiting for the outcome of this to be reported to her. With regard to any future 
extension to the graveyard, it was proposed by Councillor Clifton and seconded by 
Councillor Collins that the Glebe land is the current preference of the Parish Council 
for any future graveyard.   7 votes in favour and 1 abstention.   The Clerk was asked to 
draft a letter to the land agents (with a copy to the diocese) confirming this. (Councillor 
Preston returned to the Chair)   Action: Clerk 

• Bus stop – Coastline Housing has yet to release the survey results or agree any land 
transfer.   It was agreed that Councillor Preston would ask Cormac to attend a Parish 
Council meeting to answer questions from the public once the land availability is 
confirmed.   Action: Councillor Preston 

• Defibrillator – it was noted that the Community Trust has pledged £1,000 towards the 
purchase of a defibrillator for Ruan Minor to be situated in the porch of the Surgery.   It 
was proposed by Councillor Lee and seconded by Councillor Preston that the Parish 
Council pledge £500.   Carried 8 votes in favour. The Clerk was asked to notify Judith 
Green of this. Action: Clerk 
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9. Matters for consideration: 

• Recycling bins in the Cove – it was agreed that this matter should be kept under 
review and that owners of let properties should be encouraged to make appropriate 
provision for recycling. 

• Play Area Update – Councillor Preston reported that an update committee meeting will 
be held shortly. He had seen the apparatus provided by one of the proposed 
contractors at a site in Bude and had been impressed by the quality.  He did explain 
that he considers a project of £60,000 to be too ambitious to achieve in the short term 
and felt that with the readily available funds of approximately £20,000 it would be 
better to get started and then build on this going forward.   Councillor Lee referred to 
the new playground in Lizard but had no information as to how it had been funded.   It 
was noted that grant applications were still being pursued.  

• CLT/ s.106 funds – it was noted that Cornwall Councillor Rule had attended a meeting 
of the Community Land Trust (CLT) on 3 November and had provided useful support 
to aid future decision-making.  Councillor Rule was party to the discussions as to how 
CLT selects an appropriate site and negotiations with any landowners concerned. It 
was noted that the availability of s.106 money ends on 1 July 2016, at which point any 
unspent funds will go back to the property developers. The money can only be spent 
on affordable housing and work on site must realistically be started by December 2015 
to ensure the funds are utilised in time.  The CLT is not yet aware of what the criteria 
will be for drawing down the money. 

• Housing Needs Survey – the results of this survey, which was a joint operation 
between the CLT and Cornwall Council, have recently been published. The survey ran 
for 6 weeks from 16 July to 31 August 2014.   Cornwall Council has confirmed to the 
CLT that this survey has identified sufficient housing need within our parish to support 
a small housing scheme.   Total need is for 11 dwellings and the CLT proposes to 
build an initial scheme in the region of 5 – 8 dwellings.   The survey has also outlined 
classes of people who did not qualify for Higher Moor, these being single people, 
elderly people or those in need of sheltered accommodation.   It is important that the 
CLT get the housing policy correct so that those local people who did not qualify for 
Higher Moor get a fair chance to obtain housing from our CLT. 

• 20mph zone – some concern had been expressed in the Gazette about vehicles 
speeding past the school. The Clerk was asked to contact the Highways Department 
to ask if they would explore the various options available to slow traffic.   Action: Clerk 
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10. Finance 

• Financial Report – the report was noted. Councillor Preston expressed the wish that 
the £200 received in respect of filming at Cadgwith be ring-fenced to finance work on 
erosion / safety aspects on the Todden.  

• Payments Schedule –the Payments Schedule for November, subject to the removal of 
the payment to Mr Carter, was proposed for approval by Councillor Clifton and 
seconded by Councillor Collins.   Carried 8 votes in favour.   It was agreed that the 
schedule would in future be e-mailed to Councillor Green for display at the meeting.   It 
was also agreed that in future the Clerk’s salary would be paid by standing order. 

• It was noted that a Finance Committee meeting would be arranged for late November. 
Councillors were asked to inform the Clerk of any future spend (outside of normal 
annual activity) that they considered should be taken into account when setting the 
precept. 

• Payment out of Reserves – Councillor Freeman asked if the Parish Council was 
prepared to contribute towards the funding for a new pavilion.   It was noted that a 
provision of £5,000 for making a grant towards this project was included in the 
approved reserves schedule.   It was proposed by Councillor Preston and seconded 
by Councillor Collins that the Council pledges support of up to £5,000.   Carried 6 
votes in favour and 2 abstentions.   The Clerk was asked to write a letter to Councillor 
Freeman confirming this pledge.  Action: Clerk 

 
11. Correspondence:  

• Letter from Chacewater Parish Council re Cornwall Council performance –the Clerk 
was asked to write a letter to Mr Dyer of Chacewater Parish Council to point out that, 
although we have had differences with Cornwall Council, we do not support their 
criticism as we do not generally have a problem with Cornwall Council.  Action: Clerk. 

 
12. Footpaths, environment and treewardens:  

• Councillor Preston reported that there had been a useful meeting with Chris Fry of 
PAROW and they would carry out work to improve the surface and drainage of the 
footpath in Cadgwith from the car park down to the harbour.   They are not able to 
carry out any major capital works. 

• Kuggar Pump site - Councillor Preston reported that Mr Lewis had carried out the initial 
clearance of the site.  It was agreed that Councillor Green would explore registering 
the site as common land. Action: Councillor Green.  

• Mundy’s Field car park - Councillor Preston confirmed he was checking the car park 
this month and would report to the next meeting.  

 
13. In Committee:  

It was agreed that the next part of the meeting be held in ‘closed’ session. 

 

  
The meeting closed at 10.05pm. 
      CHAIR ................................................................................... 

8 December 2014 


