
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Grade Ruan Parish Council held in the Sunday School Room 
of the Ruan Minor Methodist Chapel on Monday 10 March 2014 from 7.30pm 
 
Present:  Parish Councillors J Preston (Chair), N Green (Vice-Chair), P Collins, M Fleetwood, P Freeman, S 
Stephens, J Trewin, Cornwall Councillor C Rule, Clerk J Castle  
and 14 Members of the Public ( including Susan Needham, Nicky Jose, Victoria Harrison, Maggie Weaver, 
Martin Ellis,  Miss R Stone, Miss M A Stone, D S Fleetwood, Sallyanna Ellis, Jeff Lee, Ian Cox, Marita Jones)     
 

1. Absences and apologies:  Parish Councillor C Cooper, PCSO Julia Berry 
 

2. Declarations of interest:  Councillor Fleetwood declared an interest in a Planning item. 
 

3. Public time:  Nicky Jose and Martin Ellis expressed support for the continuance of the shop at 
Long Loft, Cadgwith, with regard to the application for a retrospective change of use from 
office space to a shop. Ian Cox also stated that the shop was a good asset for Cadgwith and 
Maggie Weaver confirmed her support. 
 
2 people put themselves forward for co-option as councillors.  Marita Jones – who had 
practised as a solicitor firstly in local government and then in private practice. She stated that 
she is keen to get involved in the local community which she has recently moved into. Jeff Lee 
also put himself forward. He is an ex-policeman and fraud enquiry officer in local government. 
He has lived in the area for many years and stated that he is passionate about local issues. 
 

4. Police report:  in the absence of PCSO Berry, the Chairman presented her report .During 
March, there had been 3 reported crimes (all drug related and 2 had resulted in cannabis 
warnings and 1 still under investigation). Police contact numbers were noted. 
 

5. Cornwall Councillor's time:   Councillor C Rule reported that the County Council had raised 
the flag for Commonwealth Day.  
 
The Council is currently looking at the impact of the welfare funding review on the community 
and has several projects running, with a corporate team involved. There are a number of 
interim measures in place and the Council is able to supply help with budgeting, training etc. 
Councillor Rule stressed that if parishioners are aware of anyone experiencing difficulties, they 
should contact the Council. 
 
With regard to the extreme weather conditions of the last few weeks, Councillor Rule wished to 
thank not only council workers but also the local communities. There have been over 250 
incidents of damage caused by the weather over the last 2 months, with a cost already 
estimated at £21.45 million. The Council is fighting for funding from central government. 
People seeking financial help, should go through Councillor Rule. The Chairman thanked 
Councillor Rule for her update. 
 

6. Minutes for acceptance: The minutes of the monthly meeting held in February had been 
circulated and a number of minor amendments were made. Councillor Green proposed the 
minutes of 10 February 2014 be accepted and Councillor Freeman seconded Carried 7 votes 
to 0. 
The Chairman thanked Councillor Collins for taking the minutes at that meeting. 
 

7. Planning:  
 
PA14/01234 - Councillor Fleetwood withdrew from the meeting as he had declared an interest 
in this item. This application concerns that retrospective change of use of office space to 
convenience shop, Long Loft, Cadgwith. An e-mail and a letter had been received objecting to 
this based on commercial competition. It was noted that the building is not listed. Councillor 
Collins proposed that the application be supported and Councillor Stephens seconded. Carried 
5 votes to 1. 
 
PA14/01547 – .Councillor Fleetwood returned to the meeting. Re the proposed alterations to 
side and rear extension of Grade II listed building, Vine Cottage, Cadgwith. It was proposed by 
Councillor Green and seconded by Councillor Freeman that this application be supported 
subject to the proviso that any future sale of the property should be sold as one unit, as there 
were concerns that the property would comprise 2 letting units. Carried by 5 votes plus one 



abstention. 
 

PA14/01577 – tree reduction at Malahat. It was noted that this item was withdrawn as Cornwall 
Council has approved it. 

 
PA13/11532– this is an outline application for the erection of a 2 storey, 4 bedroom residential 
building with attached garage at Myresyke, Kuggar. This is a garden plot and the position is 
prominent in the landscape, involving a large building. Concerns were expressed about over-
development, particularly as the site is in AONB landscape and visible from the coastal path 
and close to National Trust land and also about setting a precedent in an area where there are 
a number of potential plots. 
It was originally proposed that the Council would object on the basis that the proposed 
development is too large in a prominent hill-top site in open AONB countryside visible from the 
coast path. However a substantive amendment was proposed by Councillor Green and 
seconded by Councillor Collins and this was carried by 6 votes to 1. 
The revised proposal made by Councillor Green and seconded by Councillor Collins was to 
support a single storey development on the plot, with the proviso that the visibility splay for the 
proposed access and the adjoining property is sorted out so as to be acceptable to the 
Highways Department. Carried by 6 votes to 1. 

 
PA14/0988 – proposed biomass boiler and building at Mullion Holiday Park. It was confirmed 
that this is not visible from the main road and access for delivery is good. Councillor Preston 
proposed that this application be supported and Councillor Collins seconded. Carried 7 votes 
to 0. 

 
Concerns were raised at the size of a chalet in the grounds of Bodrigy Lodge. It was queried 
what size requires planning permission and whether special rules apply in a conservation area. 
ACTION : Clerk / Councillor Preston to seek guidance on this.  
 
 

8. Finance: 
• Financial Report – the report was noted 
• Internet Banking – Councillor Green reported that the Clerk was now able to log-in for 

internet banking and access for the Chairman is in progress. Other councillors needed 
to apply individually for access and he would re-send the e-mail on how to do this.  
ACTION : Councillor Green  

• Payments Schedule – the approval of the payment schedule was proposed by 
Councillor Green and seconded by Councillor Freeman. Carried 7 votes to 0. 
 

9. Matters arising from the minutes: 
 

• Former Church of Ruan Major St Rumonus- the Chairman had re-contacted Adrian 
Browning, of the Church Commissioners, who was willing to come down and meet with 
the Parish Council in the next 4 to 8 weeks. The Chairman had stressed the urgency 
of the short-term work. The priority is to save the tower falling down. The Chairman 
has sourced some grant funding but nothing can be put in motion without the support 
of the Church. ACTION: Councillor Preston 
 

• Play Area- no update at present. Still seeking grant funding. ACTION:  Councillor 
Collins  
 

• Parish Councillor Vacancy –.the Chairman welcomed Sheila Stephens, the new co-
opted councillor to her first meeting. It was noted that there had been 2 further 
expressions of interest ( 4 vacancies remain) ACTION: Candidates to be asked to 
write to the Clerk and Chairman 
 

• Grass Cutting at Glebe Place – a response had been received from Coastline, stating 
that the matter would be considered at the next committee meeting. ACTION : Clerk 
 

• Right to Bid Applications – Councillor Freeman reported that the School had been 
rejected as schools are excluded from the Scheme and the Council had requested 
more time to consider the applications. Some boundary issues remain outstanding. 



ACTION: Councillor Freeman 
 

• Parish Online – Councillor Green reported that this was set up and running for all 
councillors to look at. Any councillor can annotate the map. 
 

• Community Network Panel  - this is  joint panel with Mullion and Lizard parishes. 
Councillor Green had attended the meeting on 11 February. There had been a 
presentation by Cornwall Council Library Services regarding plans to withdraw the 
mobile library vans and run the service from local venues, a possible move to online 
ordering and the use of Kindles ( with help from WVRS). Parish Councils were 
requested to submit possible venues. ACTION: Councillor Preston 
 
There was also a presentation by Cornwall Planning and Enforcement teams. Pre-
applications were discussed, together with the meaning of various planning actions. 
Parish Councils were asked to advise Chantal McLennan (Link Advisor) if a 
determination date falls close to a parish meeting date.  
 
The Emergency Management Plan had been passed to the Chairman for completion. 
The next meeting is Wednesday 4 June.  
 

• Parish Council Seal- it was proposed by Councillor Collins and seconded by Councillor 
Green that the revised design go ahead at a cost of £64 plus VAT. Carried 7 votes to 
0. 

 
 

10. Matters for consideration: 
• Ruan Minor Surgery -it was noted that the work on the consulting room floor had been 

done at a cost in excess of £1000. The surgery had asked the builder to look again at 
the quote for the alterations to the toilet which exceeds £7000. The Chairman reported 
that the Parish Council had not received a request for a contribution to this 
expenditure. The lease is a full repairing lease, but the Parish Council has to approve 
any alterations. When the revised quote is available, the Parish Council will need to 
decide whether to make a contribution as landlord. 
 

• Ruan Minor Bus Stop - it was noted that with the existing location the bus turning is 
dangerous or impinges on private property. Concern was expressed about the 
prominent position of the new proposed siting but it was agreed to proceed to formal 
consultation. ACTION : Councillor Preston 
 

• Waste Management – Councillors were asked to comment on the paper produced by 
Stithians Parish Council. ACTION: Councillors 
 

• Rural Sounding Board – consideration of joining this was deferred.  
 

• Invitation to join Cornwall CPRE – although the aim was to provide help with planning 
law, it was not considered appropriate to join. 
 

• Consultation re mobile library and one stop shop – already discussed. 
 

• Consultation re home to school transport – it was noted that the deadline had passed. 
 

• Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document – this asks for views by 14 
March. Councillors were asked to comment on the document. Particular concern was 
expressed about restricting the time limit for the use of s.106 funds to 3 years before 
being passed to the County Council who have 7 years to use it. It is a very short time 
for a parish to get a scheme up and running. ACTION : Clerk 

 
 

11. Correspondence: nothing further to discuss. 
 

12. Footpaths, environment and treewardens: it was noted that grants are available for flood 
/storm damage. There are a number of coastal erosion matters that need to be kept under 



review. It may be necessary to place more warning signs at Cadgwith. Councillors were asked 
to list any items that should be considered and pass them to the Clerk for forwarding to 
Councillor Rule. It was noted that Clare Banks at Helston should be contacted with regard to 
drains and there is a pothole telephone line at Cornwall Council. ACTION:Clerk 
 
The tree planting programme is underway. 
 
Great concern was expressed about the passing place by the pub in Cadgwith being used for 
parking and also parking blocking the exit from the footpath onto the road. The Clerk was 
asked to explore possible action.  ACTION: Clerk 
 
There had been issues with the road in Cadgwith being blocked when the boats had to be 
hauled up during the storms and it was felt that this should form part of the emergency plan 
and the necessary procedures should be agreed with the County Council. The views of 
Councillor Rule should be sought. ACTION: Clerk 
 
Following the cutting back of the hedges in New Road, it is now easier to check what work is 
required and it was agreed that Councillors Preston and Freeman would meet up and 
investigate further. ACTION: Councillors Preston & Freeman. 
 
It was noted that Cornwall Council had cleared some ditches but not others, presumably due to 
funding. 
 

  
  
 
 

      
 

 
 

 
The meeting closed at 10 pm. 
 
 
      CHAIR ............................................................................... 
      

14 April 2014 
 


